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Dedication

First, I dedicate this book to all those who were my only light when I was alone and
defenseless: Sister X, Clara B., Sergei I., Archb. A, Met. C., Arch. C, Col. G, Gen. G,
Caas D, Anne D: thank you for your faith in me and for proving to me that God never
leaves us completely alone!

Second, this book is dedicated to my Russian family in Buenos-Aires: some have
passed away while others are still alive - but I owe my happiest childhood memories
to all of them: thank you for your kindness and love!

Third, I want to thank both Amarynth and Dalibor for making this (and my previous
books) book possible! Without them this book would never have seen the light of day.

Finally, I dedicate this book to all the Good Samaritans who helped me when my so-
called brothers turned their backs on me. When I hear these words: “Which now of
these three, thinkest thou, was neighbour unto him that fell among the thieves? And
he said, He that shewed mercy on him. Then said Jesus unto him, Go, and do thou
likewise.” - T always think of you with an immense sense of gratitude. You are forever
my brothers. Thank you!

I also dedicate this book to my prodigal son.

ay
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About the Author
Biography - Andrei Raevski aka the blogger The Saker.

Andrei Raevski was born in Zurich, Switzerland. His father was Dutch 100%
working class and his mother was from White Russian émigré nobility. His father left
when he was 5, and he was raised by his mother and his Russian family. He took his
mother’s last name and later lived in Geneva. Military service followed in 1984
starting in electronic warfare and later military intelligence service (UNA) as a
language specialist with some work with the Swiss Air Force.

For further studies he traveled to the USA for a BA in International Relations from
the School of International Service (SIS) at the American University and a MA in

Strategic Studies from the Paul H. Nitze School for Advanced International Studies
(SAIS) at the Johns Hopkins University.

On returning to Switzerland, he worked as a civilian consultant for the Swiss
Strategic Intelligence Service (SND) writing strategic analyses, primarily about the
Soviet/Russian military. In the military, his rank was Major-equivalent as “Technical
Officer’, i.e., an analyst. He also worked as an “enemy operations” (“Red Team” in US
parlance) specialist for the operational-level training of the General Staff of Swiss

armed forces.

After that he worked at the UN Institute for Disarmament Research (UNIDIR),
specializing in peacekeeping tactics, disarmament and operations, an exceptionally
challenging military environment. During this time he co-authored a book on Russian
peacekeeping operations with Major-General I. N. Vorobev of the Russian General
Staft Academy. His final work at UNIDIR was about psychological operations and
intelligence in peacekeeping which can be downloaded here. At the same time he
evaluated the performance of the Russian military during the first Chechen war for the
Journal of Slavic Military Studies which has since been uploaded here.

During the wars in Bosnia and Chechnia he saw Switzerland ditch its traditional
"armed neutrality" and fully align itself to the Empire. He openly voiced his
opposition on this betrayal of Swiss traditions which resulted in him being treated as a
"dangerous element" by his former colleagues.
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Attempting to provide aid to the Bosnian Serbs and regular contacts with Russian
diplomats resulted in a complete blacklist and suddenly he became a “dangerous
element” and labeled “disloyal” by former employers. This led him to abandon his
career as a military specialist and he re-trained as a software engineer. When 9/11
crashed the IT sector, unemployment followed. Being completely blacklisted in
Switzerland, and his wife’s qualifications not recognized, he and his family left for the
USA. He home-schooled their 3 children (all now in college). Being fluent in
Russian, French, English, Spanish and German, he worked as a freelance translator
while his wife practiced as a veterinarian. He is still comfortable with the designation
‘legal alien’ and describes the situation as follows: “I live in the US as Snowden lives in
Russia, not because it is better, but because we are not persecuted.”

“Vineyard Saker” also known as The Saker Blog was born in 2007 as an anonymous
blog intended to be personal psychotherapy. He wanted to write when he wanted to,
what he wanted to, and never touch another formal analysis in his life. (“Vineyard
Saker” is a simple machine-generated anagram of his full name). He also studied
Hezbollah specifically and the Middle East. People soon found The Saker Blog and
during the deep crisis in the Ukraine, he found himself back into formal analysis
presented informally. People flocked to the blog as there was no credible or reliable
information available to the discerning reader. While he could not speak freely or
honestly during the war in Bosnia and Chechnia, he had the opportunity during the
Ukrainian crisis through dissemination of credible and reliable and most of all, honest
analysis. The blog grew with guest writers and with sister blogs in other parts of the
world and he still analyzes geo-political affairs now 13 years later with 100% open
source information. Through the years, 3 books were collated with blog content
prepared for print, ebooks and pdf manuscripts and the 4™ one is in process.

As the kids grew up and needed less hands-on attention, he joined his wife full time
in her work and completed a graduate degree in Orthodox Theological Studies in
2016.

Today, he rejects the Left-Right reference system and considers himself as an
Orthodox “People’s Monarchist” (napopubiit MoHapxuct) in the tradition of Lev

Tikhomirov, Feodor Dostoevsky, Ivan Solonevich and Ivan Ilyin. Just like the Russian
philosopher Berdaev, rather than looking left or right, he would rather look *up*! He

is “Left of labor, Right of values” (Gauche du travail, droite des valeurs) as expressed by
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Alain Soral. Economically he generally prefers laissez-faire capitalism for the family
and small business level, socialism for the corporation level and communism for

strategic/national level sectors of the economy, as the best workable systems.

The Saker blog is 100% reader supported and although he hopes that one day Putin
will pay him a stipend, this has not happened yet. Neither is he on any other party’s
payroll.

He and his wife and family are people who enjoy life. He is described by male
friends as “A man after my own heart” and on hiking trips can easily be found
rescuing a baby alligator, observing a rattle snake or fighting quicksand so that he does
not lose his beloved and very well used hiking boots. “Very easy”, he tells the story.
“You just sit down, turn 180 degrees, and wiggle out - But Hold on to your Boots!” He
easily discusses a wide range of topics, music, religion, politics or drugs, with
frankness and humor. This is supported by deep Christian Orthodox roots and
always seeking and studying the true path in his chosen religious practice, in which he

remains a student.

Today, after an interesting career, he says that what he must be judged on, is his
books and his blog. The past is past, the present is here and his current words express
what he is and what he has become. “Study my writings and you will know who I am.”

For extra-curricular activities, he hikes, kayaks if there is an opportunity and plays
acoustic jazz guitar.
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Forword by Allen Yu

We live in chaotic, troubled times. Though the world is currently in a “time of
peace”, sponsored Color Revolutions and civil wars have been unleashed upon
un-“likeminded” nations - devastation regions from Ukraine to Egypt to Iraq to Syria
to Hong Kong. Economic sanctions have been deployed against economies from N.
Korea to Turkey to Iran to Venezuela.

We live in a time of great paradoxes. Even as a wide swath of humanity has
managed to achieve great strides in their living standards the past decade or so, the
world continues to suffer much from the suffocation and oppression of a U.S.-led
global hegemony.

How can it be that a great, sovereign nation such as Germany, with one of the most
advanced economies in the world can be demeaned, denigrated and threatened with
sanctions immediately after they worked out a deal with neighboring Russia to build a
natural gas pipeline between them; a deal that no one disputes and that makes perfect

economic and environmental sense for Europe as well as Russia?

How can it be that in early 2020, after ordering the cold-blooded murder of the
widely revered Iranian military leader Soleimani, Americas president can get away
with declaring, with millions still in shock and in mourning: “We took action last
night to stop a war. We did not take action to start a war” “We are a peace-loving
nation and my administration remains firmly committed to establishing peace and

harmony among the nations in the world”
How did we arrive in this state of affairs? Is there a way out of all this madness?

The questions are not the idle musings of armchair critics. These are essential
questions we all - as citizens of the world — must answer.

Wars do not start in a vacuum. A world awash in misinformation and
disinformation is a world draped on a tinderbox.

I first started blogging in 2008 when, during the lead-up to the Beijing Olympics
several of us Chinese patriots gathered together to blog about the gross disinformation
and misinformation the Western media were blaring at China. Story after story we
saw how the media distorted the real China by telling only one side of the story,
without proper context, and being always on the prowl to make the most heinous
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attacks and most venomous presumptions. So I am not a stranger to media
disinformation and misinformation.

But the level of hate, bias and purposeful disinformation I see today in the West is
of a level I could not have imagined just a decade ago.

The term “fake news” has come to common parlance in the world the last few years.
But the problem is much deeper. “Fake News” today pervades every level of Western
society, every institution, every political party, every organization, every college, every
school, every classroom. And like a virus, the problem has also spread worldwide.

I first learned of the “Fifth Column” from the Saker. Most of the time, he was
talking about Russia and nearby regions. But I see the “Fifth Column” everywhere in
the world now. They are deeply in embedded in Taiwan and Hong Kong, across much
of Asia, in the Middle East, in Africa, in Latin America.

The way the U.S. has used economic sanctions, forward projecting bases and navy;,
and technological superiority to hold the rest of the world hostage cannot last. The
world will be reborn. I have no doubt about it. To what form it will become - to what
extent humanity can escape from today’s bondage - remains to be seen.

But the genesis of that future world starts today. The foundation of our future lays
in the many important discussions that righteous and sentient people like the Saker
are leading. I highly recommend Saker’s blog and books for that purpose: to help you
see through the filth and the decadence of today; to uplift you to see what can be
possible; and perhaps to inspire you to become more aware and to help make way for a
more inclusive, common, shared future together.

Always insightful, sharp and unafraid, the Saker will make you a better thinker,
better observer, and maybe even a better person. The Chinese have a saying about
studying that goes something like this: Learning is like sailing against the current: a
boat must forge ahead or it will be swept downstream.

Being complacent in this world is not an option. With the Saker on your side, you
have a trusted guide. Go ahead. Jump in and forge ahead!

Allen Yu
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Forword by Dan Petrovich

Readers and admirers of The Saker span the globe. Comprised of many different
races, religions, ethnicities and political persuasions; brought together by the courage
and genuine goodness of The Saker, we are united in our desire for a better world and
to expose the evil which subjugates humanity. The Saker's peers have declared him to
be "the single most insightful commentator on world affairs". While we marvel at the
scope of his knowledge, sharp intellect and impartiality, it is his uncompromising
virtue and prescient analyses that set him above the rest.

It is my great honor, to be among the voices included in The Saker IV . I only fear
that I will not be able to adequately express the gratitude and true love Serbian people
feel towards the Saker. Along with many other nations, unjustly vilified and ravaged by
the evil empire, the Saker has bravely given voice to the plight of the Serbian Nation.

Like the Saker, my "awakening" came as a result of the Anglo-Zionist empire's
attack on Serbia. Being born a US. citizen of Serbian descent (Refugees from Tito's
Yugoslavia), the realization of living in a nightmarish dystopian world became clear to
me in high school, when Jesuit priests and Jewish progressives alike started accosting
me in the hallways of high school. Both groups wanted me to know that Serbs are evil
Nazis and I should be ashamed of my Serbian heritage. My only shame is to admit that
these assaults shook me to my core.

How could men of God, whose own religious order was directly responsible for the
atrocities committed by their most ardent Catholic Nazis, the croats, dare to utter such
fallacies? And how could these Jewish friends, whose fellow Jews were saved by the
Serbs and exterminated alongside Serbs, in Croatian death camps, be calling Serb
Nazis? The Serbs were the first to rise up in all of occupied Europe. Why would our
allies purposely hide the WWII genocide of of over a million Serbs? It was only years
later that I learned that to the empire, Serbs and Russians are one people. To
eventually destroy Russia, Serbia must be eliminated.

I was first introduced to the Saker's brilliant analyses during the Empire's attack on
the people of Eastern Ukraine. Who was this guy telling all this truth? He speaks of
Justice and the power of God's spirit. More false hope? It was only after reading about
the Submarine in the dessert, did I realize there were still truly brave and brilliant
people, who wouldn't sacrifice their morality for the all the wealth in the Empire. It
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was then, when I knew found my spiritual brother. Saker, you inspire us to believe
Goodness will prevail.

Among the wonderful compilations of essays, included in The Saker IV, is an
incredibly accurate account of Draza Mihailovich, the "forgotten” hero of WWII, titled
“Draza Mihailovich:the man upon whom the future Serbia will be built!” Along with the
Saker's signature prescience, it is an amazingly accurate retelling of the empire's
betrayal and destruction of Serbia over the last 100 years. Before the war to demonize
and destroy Serbia, Serbia was known as "the country of heroes". The article mentions
that Draza was just the latest incarnation of a long line of heroes from tiny Serbia.
Well, my dear Saker, you don't just talk about the bravery of Serbian Patriots, you
honor them with every courageous and inspiring word you write:

"In a world ruled and even defined by hypocrisy, betrayal, cowardice and,
above all, lies, Kosovo cannot be liberated. I would say that we, all of us,
won't *deserve* a free Kosovo as long as we allow evil to rule the world as it
does today. But I also know that lies, or even death, cannot defeat the Truth
and that Kosovo shall be liberated."” -

The Saker "Kosovo will be liberated" 2017

Dan Petrovich
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From 2018 to 2019 - a quick survey of a few trends

January 03, 2019

The year 2018 will go down in history as a turning point in the evolution of the
geostrategic environment of our planet. There are many reasons for that and I won’t
list them all, but here are some of the ones which I personally consider the most
important ones:

The Empire blinked. Several times.

This is probably the single most important development of the vyear: the
AngloZionist Empire issued all sorts of scary threats, and took some even scarier
actual steps, but eventually it had to back down. In fact, the Empire is in retreat on
many fronts, but I will only list a few crucial ones:

1. The DPRK: remember all the grandiose threats made by Trump and his
Neocon handlers? The Administration went as far as announcing that it would
send as many as THREE(!) nuclear aircraft carrier strike groups to the waters
off the DRPK while Trump threatened to “totally destroy” North Korea.
Eventually, the South Koreans decided to take matters in their own hands, they

opened a direct channel of communications with the North, and all the US
sabre-rattling turned into nothing more than hot air.

2. Syria in April: that was the time when the US, France and the UK decided
to attack Syria with cruise missiles to “punish” the Syrians for allegedly using
chemical weapons (a theory too stupid to be even worth discussing). Of 103
detected missiles, 71 were shot down by the Syrians. The White House and the

Pentagon, along with their trusted Ziomedia, declared the strike a great
success, but then, they also did that during the invasion of Grenada (one of the
worst assault operations in military history) or after the humiliating defeat of
Israel by Hezbollah in 2006, so this really means very little. The truth is that
this operation was a total military failure and that it has not been followed up
by anything (at least for now).

3. The Ukraine: we spend almost all of 2018 waiting for an Ukronazi attack on
the Donbass which never happened. Now, I am quite sure that some will argue
that the Nazi junta in Kiev never had any such intentions, but anybody with
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even a basic knowledge of what took place in the Ukraine this year knows that
this is pure bull: the junta did pretty much everything to execute an attack
except the very last step: to actually order it. Putin’s open threat that any such
attack would have “grave consequences for Ukraine’s statehood as such” probably
played a key role in deterring the Empire. Oh sure, the Ukronazis might well
attack in January or any time after that, but the fact is that in 2018 they did not
dare do so. Yet again, the Empire (and its minions) had to back down.

4. Syria in September: this time, it was the Israeli hypostasis of the Empire
which triggered a massive crisis when the Israelis hid their strike aircraft
behind a Russian II-20 large turboprop airliner resulting in the loss of the
aircraft and crew. After giving the Israelis a chance to come clean (which,
predictably, they didn't — they are, after all, Israelis), the Russians got fed up
and delivered advanced air defense, electronic warfare and battle management
systems to the Syrians. In response the Israelis (who had issued many threats
about immediately destroying any S-300 delivered to the Syrians) had to
basically stop their air strikes against Syria (well, not quite, they did execute
two such strikes: one totally ineffective one and one in which the Zionist
crazies again hid behind an aircraft, but in this case, no one but TWO civilian

aircraft (more about this latest ziocrazy stunt further below). The Empire
backed down again.

5. Syria in December: apparently fed up with all the infighting amongst his
advisors, Trump eventually ordered a full US withdrawal from Syria. Now, of
course, since this is the USA, we have to wait and see what actually happens.

There is also a very complex kabuki dance being executed by Russia, Turkey,
the US, Israel, Iran, the Kurds and the Syrians to stabilize the situation
following a full US withdrawal. After all the years of huffing and puffing about
how “Assad The Monster must go” it is quite amusing to see how the western
powers are throwing in towels one after the other. This also begs the obvious
question: if “The City On The Hill And Sole Superpower On The Planet, The
Leader Of The Free World and the Indispensable Nation” can’t even deal with a
weakened Syrian government and military, what can this military successfully
do (besides provide Hollywood blockbusters to a gullible US public)?

6. Various smaller defeats: too many to count, but they include the Khashoggi
fiasco, the failure of the war in Yemen, the failure of the war in
Afghanistan, the failure of the war in Iraq, the failure to remove Maduro from
power in Venezuela, and the gradual loss of control over an increasing number
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of EU countries (Italy), Nikki Haley’s ridiculous antics at the UNSC, the
inability to gather up the intellectual resources needed to have a real,
productive, meeting with Vladimir Putin, the disastrous commercial war with
China, etc. What all these events have in common is that they are a result of
the inability of the US to get anything done, truly done. Far from being a real
superpower, the USA is in a full-spectrum decline and the main thing that still
gives it its superpower status are its nuclear weapons, just like Russia in the
1990s.

All the internal problems resulting from the infighting of the US elites (roughly: the
Clinton gang vs Trump and his Deplorables) only make things worse. Just the
apparently never ending sequence of resignations and/or firings from the Trump
Administration is a very important sign of the advanced state of collapse of the US
polity. Elites don't fight each other when all goes well, they do so when everything
goes south. The saying “victory has many fathers but defeat is an orphan” reminds us
that when a gang of thugs begins to lose control of a situation, it rapidly turns into an
“every man for himself”, everybody blames everybody for the problems and nobody
wants to stay anywhere near those who will go down in history as the pathetic losers
who screwed everything up.

As for the US armed forces, they have been tremendously successful in killing a
very large amount of people, as always, mostly civilians, but they failed to get anything
actually done, at least not if one understands that the purpose of war is not just to kill
people, but is the “continuation of politics by other means®. Let's compare and contrast
what Russia and the US did in Syria.

On October llth, Putin declared the following in an interview with Vladimir

Soloviev on the TV channel Russia 1: “Our objective is to stabilize the legitimate
authority and create conditions for a political compromise®. That’s it. He did not say that
Russia would single-handedly change the course of the war, much less win the war.
The (very small!) Russian task force in Syria achieved these original objectives in just
a few months, something which the Axis-of-Kindness could not achieve in years (and
the Russians did that with a small fraction of the military capabilities available to the
US/NATO/EU/CENTCOM/Israel in the region. In fact, the Russians even had to
quickly create a resupply system which they did not have because of the purely
defensive Russian military posture (Russian power projection is mostly limited under
500-1000km from the Russian border).
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In comparison, the USA has been fighting a so-called GWOT (Global War on
Terror) since 2001 and all it can show is that the terrorists (of various demonstrations)
only got stronger, took control of more land, murdered more people, and generally
seemed to show a remarkable ability to survive and even grow in spite of (or thanks
to) the GWOT. As Putin would say, what would you expect from “people who don’t
know the difference between Austria and Australia?

Personally, I would expect them to take full credit for the victory and leave.
Which is exactly what the USA has done.
At least that is what they are saying now. This could change 180 degrees again.

As for Afghanistan, the USA spent more time there than the Soviets did. Does that
not strongly suggest that the US leaders are *even more* incompetent than the
“stagnation” era Soviet gerontocrats?

The failure to subdue or even contain Russia

Putin’s speech on March 1st to the Russian Federal Assembly was truly an historical

moment: for the first time since the Empire decided to wage war on Russia (a war
which is roughly 80% informational, 15% economic and only 5% kinetic but which
can turn 95% kinetic in an hour or so!) the Russians decided to openly warn the USA
that their strategy has been comprehensively defeated. You think that this is
hyperbole? Think again. What is US military power based on? What are it's main

components?

* Airpower (air supremacy)

* Long-range standoft weapons (ballistic and air-breathing)
* Aircraft carriers

* Anti-missile defense (at least in theory!)

* 800-1000 (depends on how you count) bases worldwide

The deployment of what are without any doubt the most sophisticated air-defense
systems in the world supported by what are also probably the most formidable
electronic warfare (EW) capabilities currently in existence have now created what the
US/NATO commanders refer to as “Russias anti-access/area denial (A2/AD)”
capability which, as these US/NATO commanders say, can pop-up over the Baltic Sea,
over the Eastern Mediterranean, the Ukraine, Syria and elsewhere (might show up on
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the La Orchila island in Venezuela in 2019). Furthermore, in qualitative terms

Russian tactical airpower is newer and at least equal, if not superior, to anything in US
or NATO tactical aircraft holdings. While the West in general, and especially the
USA, have a much larger number of aircraft, they are mostly of the older generations,
and various encounters between Russian and US multi-role aircraft in the Syrian skies
have shown that US pilots prefer to leave when a Russian Su-35S show up.

The deployment (already in 2018!) of the Kinzhal hypersonic missile has basically
made the entire US surface fleet useless for an attack against Russia. Be it the aircraft

carriers or even various destroyers, cruisers, amphibious assault ships, (mostly ill-
fated) littoral combat ships, transport ships, etc. — they are now all sitting ducks which
the Russians can blow out of the water irrespective of any air-defenses these ships, or
their escorts, might have.

Likewise, the deployment of the super-heavy thermonuclear armed
intercontinental ballistic like the Sarmat and the Avangard hypersonic glide vehicle
have made all of the US anti-ballistic missile efforts completely useless. Let me repeat
this: ALL of the US ABM efforts, including the billions spent on research and
development, have now been rendered completely useless.

[Sidebar: it is important to clarify something here: none of the new Russian
weapon systems provide any means to protect Russia from a US nuclear
(or conventional) strike. “All” they do is to make darn sure that the US
leaders are never under the illusion they have been pursuing since Reagans
“Star Wars”, i.e. that they could somehow escape a Russian 2nd-strike
(counter-strike) retaliatory capability if it decided to strike Russia. In truth,
even without the Sarmat or the Avanguard, Russia already had more than
enough missiles (land, air and sea based) to wipe-out the USA in case of a
retaliatory counter-strike, but the US politicians and force planners began
pursuing this pipe-dream of anti-ballistic missile defense in spite of the fact
that it was rather clear that such a system could not work (a few “leakers”
might be acceptable with conventional weapons, but a few “nuclear leakers”
are more than enough to extract a terrible price from any attacker delusional
enough to think that a 90% or even 98% effective “shield” is enough of a
protection to risk attacking a nuclear superpower). So you could say that
these new Russian capabilities (including the short(er) range Iskander
tactical missiles) are a type of “delusion destroyer” or a “reality reminder”
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which will burst the bubble of US illusions about the risks of a war against
Russia. Hopefully, they will never have any other use.]

Finally, the deployment of a new generation of advanced and very long range

standoff missiles by Russia has given Russia the huge “reach” advantage of being able

to strike any US target (be it a military force or a base) worldwide, including in the
United States (which is now almost never mentioned in the western media).

Now take a look at the list of key components of US military power above and see
that it has all been transformed into, basically, junk.

What we have here is a classical situation in which, on one side, one country’s force
planners made fundamental, strategic miscalculations which directly defined what
kind of military force the country would have for at least two, possibly three, decades,
while, on the other side, the force planners made the correct decisions which allowed
them to defeat a military force whose military budget is roughly ten times bigger. The
most severe consequence of this state of affairs for the USA is that it will now take, at
the very least a decade (or more!) to reformulate a new force planning strategy
(modern weapons systems sometimes take decades to design, develop and deploy).
The ill-fated Zumwalt, the F-35, the Gerald R. Ford (CVN 78) aircraft carrier — these
are all obscene examples on how to spend billions of dollars and be left with major
weapon systems disasters which only further weaken the US armed forces.

There is a simple reason why the USA became a superpower in the 20th century.
Not only was the US mainland protected by huge oceans, all of WWI and WWII were
fought far away from the USA. All the potential competitors of the USA had their
national economies completely destroyed while the USA did not even lose a single
factory or research/design bureau. Then the USA could use its immense industrial
power-base to basically provide a world-wide market with goods which only the USA
could build and deliver. And vyet, in spite of such huge advantages, the US spent
almost all its history beating up one defenseless country after another to ensure full
submission and compliance with the demands of Uncle Shmuel (the AngloZionist
variant of Uncle Sam). So much for being “indispensable” I suppose...

Thanks to the globalists, the US industrial base is gone. Thanks to the Neocons and
their arrogance, the US is in one form of conflict or another with most of the key
countries on the planet (especially if we ignore the existence of US-supported and run
comprador elites). The infinitely dumb and self-defeating submission of the US to
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Israel has now resulted in a situation where the USA is losing control of the oil-rich

Middle-East it used to run for decades. Finally, by choosing to try to submit both
Russia and China to the will of the Empire, the Neocons have succeeded in pushing
these two countries into a de-facto alliance (really a symbiotic relationship) which, far
from isolating them, isolates the USA from “where it is happening” in terms of
economic, social and political developments (first and foremost, the Eurasian
landmass and the OBOR project).

2019 prospects for the Empire: problems, problems and even more problems

Well, 2018 was an exceptionally nasty and dangerous year, but 2019 could prove
even more dangerous for the following reasons:

* Unless the USA changes political course and gives up on the suicidal
russophobia of Obama and Trump, a military confrontation between Russia
and the USA is inevitable. Russia has retreated as far as she possibly can, there
is nowhere else to retreat to and she therefore won't. There is no doubt in my
mind whatsoever that if the US had actually targeted Russian units in Syria
(which, apparently, Bolton wanted to but Mattis, apparently, categorically
rejected), the Russians would have counter-attacked not only against the US
missiles, but also against their carriers (especially ships). I have it from a
trusted source that on the night of the attack, the Russian MiG-31K with the
Kinzhal missile were in the air ready to strike. Thank God (and, possibly,
thank Mattis) this did not happen. But as I said in my article “Every click
brings us closer to a bang!” each time WWIII does not happen following a US

strike on Syria this emboldens the Neocons to try yet once more, especially
since “Assad The Monster Must Go” remains in power in Damascus while one
after the one each western politician which decreed that Assad must go, goes
himself.

* It is pretty obvious that Israel has gone absolutely, terminally and, possibly,
suicidally insane. Their little stunt with the Russian I1-20 was already a disaster
of immense proportions which, in a normal country, would have resulted in
the immediate resignation of the entire Cabinet. But not in Israel. After
hiding behind a Russian military turboprop, they now decided to hide from
the Syrian S-300 by hiding behind two civilian aircraft! ~See for yourself:

https://youtu.be/ 81d0IzhMWw
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Shameless Christmas Attack: Israel Illegally Bombs Damascus Suburbs Out of Spite

* I don’t think that it is worth pondering here that Israel is the last openly
racist state on the planet, or that the Israeli leaders are evil, immoral, insane
and generally batshit crazy maniacs. That you either understood for yourself
or you are hopeless. What is important here is not how evil the Israelis are, but
how stupid and totally reckless they are. Simply put, this is how this works: the
Israelis are evil, stupid and completely delusional, but they own every single US
politician which means that no matter how insane and egregious the actions of
the Israelis might be, the “indispensable nation” will *always* cover them and,
when needed, cover-up for them (cf. USS Liberty or, for that matter, 9/11).

Right now there is nobody in the US political class with any chance of being
elected who would dare to do anything other than automatically worship
anything Israeli (or Jewish, for that matter). The real motto of the USA is not
“In God we trust®, but “there is no light between the U.S. and Israel” (yet another
reason why the USA is not a real superpower: it is not even really sovereign!).

* The Empire has some major problems in Europe. First, should the
Ukronazi protégés of the USA ever find the courage (or despair) to attack the
Donbass or Russia, the resulting chaos will flood the EU with even more
refugees, many of whom will be most unsavory and outright dangerous
characters. Furthermore, the anti-EU feelings are becoming very strong in
Italy, Hungary and, for different reasons, even Poland. France is on the edge of
a civil war (not this time around; my feeling is that the Gilets Jaunes will
eventually run out of steam; but the next time around, which will happen
sooner rather than later, the explosion will probably result in the overthrow of
the French CRIF-run regime and a massive anti-US backlash).

 In Latin America, the Empire has been massively successful in
overthrowing a series of patriotic, independent, leaders. But what is missing
now is the ability to make these pro-US regimes successful by being
economically or politically viable. Amazingly, and in spite of both a massive
subversion campaign by the USA and major political mistakes, the Maduro
Administration has remained in power in Venezuela and is slowly but very
resolutely trying to change course and keep Venezuela sovereign and
independent from the USA. The key problem of the USA in Latin American is
that the USA has always ruled by using a local comprador elite. The USA has
been very successful in this effort. But the USA has never succeeded in
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convincing the Latin American masses of people of its benevolence and this is
why the word “Yankee” remains a slur in every Latin American country.

* In Asia, China is offering every US colony an alternative civilizational
model which is becoming increasingly attractive, as the PRC is becoming more
economically powerful and economically successful. It turns out that the usual
mix or arrogance, hubris and ignorance which allowed the Anglo countries to
dominate Asia is now losing its power and that the people of Asia are looking
for alternatives. Truth be told — the USA has absolutely nothing to offer.

The bottom line is this: not only is the USA unable to impose its will on countries
which are considered “US allies” (if the NorthStream ever happens - and I think that it
will - then this will mark the first time that EU leaders told the US President to get
lost, if not in so many words), but the USA obviously lacks any kind of project to offer
to other countries. Yes, “MAGA” is all fine and dandy, but it does not have much
traction with other countries who really don’t care about MAGA....

Conclusion in the form of a Russian saying

There is a saying in Russian “better to have an horrible end (than to have to live
through) a horror with no end” (myuuwie yxacHuiii koney, uem yxac 6e3 konya). There is
very little doubt that the decline of the AngloZionist Empire will continue in 2019.
What will not change, however, is the ability of the USA to destroy Russia in a nuclear
attack. Because, make no mistake, all that the new fancy Russian weapons provide is
the capability to punish (retaliate against) the USA for an attack on Russia, but not the
capability to deny (prevent) such an attack. If the Neocons decide that a nuclear
holocaust is preferable to a loss of power in the USA, then there is nothing anybody
can do to prevent them from playing out their own, sordid, version of
Gotterdimmerung. 1 have recently had to spend a few days in Boca Raton, were a lot

of that new US “aristocracy” likes to spend time and I can tell you two things: life is
good for them, and they sure ain't giving up their privileged status as “leaders of the
planet” And if somebody tries to take it away, there is no doubt in my mind that these
people will react with a vicious outburst of Samson-like despair-filled rage. So the
only question remains is this: will we (mankind) be able to take away the nuclear
button from this class of parasites without giving them the chance to press it or not?

I don’t know.

So, will it be a horrible end or a horror with no end?
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I don’t know either.

But what I know is that the Empire is cracking at all its seams and that its decline
will only accelerate in 2019.

The Saker
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Placing the USA on a collapse continuum with Dmitry Orlov
January 11, 2019

The West is rotting!
Yes, maybe, but what a nice smell...
Old Soviet joke

The word ‘catastrophe’ has several meanings, but in its original meaning in Greek
the word means a “sudden downturn” (in Greek katastrophé ‘overturning, sudden
turn, from kata- ‘down’ + stropheé ‘turning’). As for the word “superpower” it also has
several possible definitions, but my preferred one is this one “Superpower is a term
used to describe a State with a dominant position, which is characterized by its extensive
ability to exert influence or project power on a global scale. This is done through the
combined-means of economic, military, technological and cultural strength, as well as
diplomatic and soft power influence. Traditionally, superpowers are preeminent among
the great powers”, or this one, “an extremely powerful nation, especially one capable of
influencing international events and the acts and policies of less powerful nations”, or
this one “an international governing body able to enforce its will upon the most
powerful states®.

I have mentioned the very visible decline of the USA and its associated Empire in
many of my articles already, so I won't repeat it here other than to say that the “ability
to exert influence and impose its will” is probably the best criteria to measure the
magnitude of the fall of the USA since Trump came to power (the process was already
started by Dubya and Obama, but it sure accelerated with The Donald). But I do want
to use a metaphor to revisit the concept of catastrophe.

If you place an object in the middle of a table and then push it right to the edge,
you will exert some amount of energy we can call “E1”. Then, if the edge of the table is
smooth and you just push the object over the edge, you exercise a much smaller
amount of energy we can call “E2”. And, in most cases (if the table is big enough), you
will also find that E1 is much bigger than E2 yet E2, coming after E1 took place,
triggered a much more dramatic event: instead of smoothly gliding over the table top,
the object suddenly falls down and shatters. That sudden fall can also be called a
“catastrophe”. This is also something which happens in history, take the example of
the Soviet Union.
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Some readers might recall how Alexander Solzhenitsyn repeatedly declared in the
1980s that he was sure that the Soviet regime would collapse and that he would return
to Russia. He was, of course, vitriolically ridiculed by all the “specialists” and
“experts”. After all, why would anybody want to listen to some weird Russian exile
with politically suspicious ideas (there were rumors of “monarchism” and “anti-
Semitism”) when the Soviet Union was an immense superpower, armed to the teeth
with weapons, with an immense security service, with political allies and supporters
worldwide? Not only that, but all the “respectable” specialists and experts were
unanimous that, while the Soviet regime had various problems, it was very far from
collapse. The notion that NATO would soon replace the Soviet military not only in
eastern Europe, but even in part of the Soviet Union was absolutely unthinkable. And
yet it all happened, very, very fast. I would argue that the Soviet union completely
collapsed in the span of less than 4 short years: 1990-1993. How and why this
happened is beyond the scope of this article, but what is undeniable is that in 1989 the
Soviet Union was still an apparently powerful entity, while by the end of 1993, it was
gone (smashed into pieces by the very nomenklatura which used to rule over it). How
did almost everybody miss that?

Because ideologically-poisoned analysis leads to intellectual complacence, a failure
of imagination and, generally, an almost total inability to even hypothetically look at
possible outcomes. This is how almost all the “Soviet specialists” got it wrong (the
KGB, by the way, had predicted this outcome and warned the Politburo, but the Soviet
gerontocrats were ideologically paralyzed and were both unable, and often unwilling,
to take any preventative action). The Kerensky masonic regime in 1917 Russia, the
monarchy in Iran or the Apartheid regime in South Africa also collapsed very fast
once the self-destruction mechanism was in place and launched.

You can think of that “regime self-destruction mechanism” as our E1 phase in our
metaphor above. As for E2, you can think of it as whatever small-push like event
which precipitates the quick and final collapse, apparently with great ease and
minimum energy spent.

At this point it is important to explain what exactly a “final collapse” looks like.
Some people are under the very mistaken assumption that a collapsed society or
country looks like a Mad Max world. This is not so. The Ukraine has been a failed
state for several years already, but it still exists on the map. People live there, work,
most people still have electricity (albeit not 24/7), a government exists, and, at least
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officially, law and order is maintained. This kind of collapsed society can go on for
years, maybe decades, but it is in a state of collapse nonetheless, as it has reached all
the 5 Stages of Collapse as defined by Dmitry Orlov in his seminal book “The Five
Stages of Collapse: Survivors’ Toolkit” where he mentions the following 5 stages of

collapse:

* Stage 1: Financial collapse. Faith in “business as usual” is lost.

 Stage 2: Commercial collapse. Faith that “the market shall provide” is lost.

* Stage 3: Political collapse. Faith that “the government will take care of you”
is lost.

* Stage 4: Social collapse. Faith that “your people will take care of you” is lost.
* Stage 5: Cultural collapse. Faith in “the goodness of humanity” is lost.

Having personally visited Argentina in the 1970s and 1980s, and seen the Russia of
the early 1990s, I can attest that a society can completely collapse while maintaining a
lot of the external appearances of a normal still functioning society. Unlike the
Titanic, most collapsed regimes don’t fully sink. They remain about half under water,
and half above, possibly with an orchestra still playing joyful music. And in the most
expensive top deck cabins, a pretty luxurious lifestyle can be maintained by the elites.
But for most of the passengers such a collapse results in poverty, insecurity, political
instability and a huge loss in welfare. Furthermore, in terms of motion, a half-sunk
ship is no ship at all.

Here is the crucial thing: as long as the ships PA systems keep announcing great
weather and buffet brunches, and as long as most of the passengers remain in their
cabins and watch TV instead of looking out of the window, the illusion of normalcy
can be maintained for a fairly long while, even after a collapse. During the E1 phase
outlined above, most passengers will be kept in total ignorance (lest they riot or
protest) and only when E2 strikes (totally unexpectedly for most passengers) does
reality eventually destroy the ignorance and illusions of the brainwashed passengers.

I have lived in the USA from 1986-1991 and from 2002 to today and there is no doubt
in my mind whatsoever that the country has undergone a *huge* decline over the past
decades. In fact, I would argue that the USA has been living under E1 condition since
at least Dubya and that this process dramatically accelerated under Obama and
Trump. I believe that we reached the E2 “edge of the table” moment in 2018 and that
from now on even a relatively minor incident can result in a sudden downturn (i.e. a
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“catastrophe”). Still, I decided to check with the undisputed specialist of this issue and
so I emailed Dmitry Orlov and asked him the following question:

In your recent article “The Year the Planet Flipped Over” you paint a
devastating picture of the state of the Empire:

It is already safe to declare Trump’s plan to Make America Great Again
(MAGA) a failure. Beneath the rosy statistics of US economic growth hides
the hideous fact that it is the result of a tax holiday granted to transnational
corporations to entice them to repatriate their profits. While this hasn’t
helped them (their stocks are currently cratering) it has been a disaster for
the US government as well as for the economic system as whole. Tax
receipts have shrunk. The budget deficit for 2018 exceeds $779 billion.
Meanwhile, the trade wars which Trump initiated have caused the trade
deficit to increase by 17% from the year before. Plans to repatriate industrial
production from low-cost countries remain vaporous because the three key
elements which China had as it industrialized (cheap energy, cheap labor
and low cost of doing business) are altogether missing. Government debt is
already beyond reasonable and its expansion is still accelerating, with just
the interest payments set to exceed half a trillion a year within a decade.
This trajectory does not bode well for the continued existence of the United
States as a going concern. Nobody, either in the United States or beyond, has
the power to significantly alter this trajectory. Trump’s thrashing about may
have moved things along faster than they otherwise would have, at least in
the sense of helping convince the entire world that the US is selfish, feckless,
ultimately self-destructive and generally unreliable as a partner. In the end it
won't matter who was president of the US—it never has. Among those the
US president has succeeded in hurting most are his European allies. His
attacks on Russian energy exports to Europe, on European car
manufacturers and on Europes trade with Iran have caused a fair amount of
damage, both political and economic, without compensating for it with any
perceived or actual benefits. Meanwhile, as the globalist world order, which
much of Europes population appears ready to declare a failure, begins to
unravel, the European Union is rapidly becoming ungovernable, with
established political parties unable to form coalitions with ever-more-
numerous populist upstarts. It is too early to say that the EU has already
failed altogether, but it already seems safe to predict that within a decade it
will no longer remain as a serious international factor. Although the
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disastrous quality and the ruinous mistakes of Europes own leadership
deserve a lot of the blame, some of it should rest with the erratic, destructive
behavior of their transoceanic Big Brother. The EU has already morphed into
a strictly regional affair, unable to project power or entertain any global
geopolitical ambitions. Same goes for Washington, which is going to either
depart voluntarily (due to lack of funds) or get chased out from much of the
world. The departure from Syria is inevitable whether Trump, under
relentless pressure from his bipartisan warmongers, backtracks on this
commitment or not. Now that Syria has been armed with Russia’s up-to-date
air defense weapons the US no longer maintains air superiority there, and
without air superiority the US military is unable to do anything.
Afghanistan is next.  There, it seems outlandish to think that the
Washingtonians will be able to achieve any sort of reasonable
accommodation with the Taliban. Their departure will spell the end of Kabul
as a center of corruption where foreigners steal humanitarian aid and other
resources. Somewhere along the way the remaining US troops will also be
pulled out of Iraq, where the parliament, angered by Trumps impromptu
visit to a US base, recently voted to expel them. And that will put paid to the
entire US adventure in the Middle East since 9/11: $4,704,439,588,308 has
been squandered, to be precise, or $14,444 for every man, woman and child
in the US. The biggest winners in all of this are, obviously, the people of the
entire region, because they will no longer be subjected to indiscriminate US
harassment and bombardment, followed by Russia, China and Iran, with
Russia solidifying its position as the ultimate arbiter of international security
arrangements, thanks to its unmatched military capabilities and
demonstrated knowhow for coercion to peace. Syrias fate will be decided by
Russia, Iran and Turkey, with the US not even invited to the talks.
Afghanistan will fall into the sphere of the Shanghai Cooperation
Organization. And the biggest losers will be former US regional allies, first
and foremost Israel, followed by Saudi Arabia.

My question for you is this: where would you place the USA (or the
Empire) on your 5 stages of decline and do you believe that the USA (or
the Empire) can reverse that trend?

Here is Dmitry’s reply:

Collapse, at each stage, is a historical process that takes time to run its course
as the system adapts to changing circumstances, compensates for its
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weaknesses and finds ways to continue functioning at some level. But what
changes rather suddenly is faith, or, to put it in more businesslike terms,
sentiment. A large segment of the population or an entire political class
within a country or the entire world can function based on a certain set of
assumptions for much longer than the situation warrants but then over a
very short period of time switch to a different set of assumptions. All that
sustains the status quo beyond that point is institutional inertia. It imposes
limits on how fast systems can change without collapsing entirely. Beyond
that point, people will tolerate the older practices only until replacements for
them can be found.

Stage 1: Financial collapse. Faith in “business as usual” is lost.

Internationally, the major change in sentiment in the world has to do with
the role of the US dollar (and, to a lesser extent, the Euro and the Yen—the
other two reserve currencies of the three-legged globalist central banker
stool). The world is transitioning to the use of local currencies, currency
swaps and commodities markets backed by gold. The catalyst for this change
of sentiment was provided by the US administration itself which sawed
through its own perch by its use of unilateral sanctions. By using its control
over dollar-based transactions to block international transactions it doesn’t
happen to like it forced other countries to start looking for alternatives. Now
a growing list of countries sees throwing off the shackles of the US dollar as a
strategic goal. Russia and China use the ruble and the yuan for their
expanding trade; Iran sells oil to India for rupees. Saudi Arabia has started
to accept the yuan for its oil.

This change has many knock-on effects. If the dollar is no longer needed to
conduct international trade, other nations no longer have to hold large
quantities of it in reserve. Consequently, there is no longer a need to buy up
large quantities of US Treasury notes. Therefore, it becomes unnecessary to
run large trade surpluses with the US, essentially conducting trade at a loss.
Further, the attractiveness of the US as an export market drops and the cost
of imports to the US rises, thereby driving up cost inflation. A vicious spiral
ensues in which the ability of the US government to borrow internationally
to finance the gaping chasm of its various deficits becomes impaired.
Sovereign default of the US government and national bankruptcy then
follow.
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The US may still look mighty, but its dire fiscal predicament coupled with its
denial of the inevitability of bankruptcy, makes it into something of a
Blanche DuBois from the Tennessee Williams play ‘A Streetcar Named
Desire.” She was ‘always dependent on the kindness of strangers” but was
tragically unable to tell the difference between kindness and desire. In this
case, the desire is for national advantage and security, and to minimize risk
by getting rid of an unreliable trading partner.

How quickly or slowly this comes to pass is difficult to guess at and
impossible to calculate. It is possible to think of the financial system in terms
of a physical analogue, with masses of funds traveling at some velocity
having a certain inertia (p = mv) and with forces acting on that mass to
accelerate it along a different trajectory (F = ma). It is also possible to think
of it in terms of hordes of stampeding animals who can change course
abruptly when panicked. The recent abrupt moves in the financial markets,
where trillions of dollars of notional, purely speculative value have been
wiped out within weeks, are more in line with the latter model.

Stage 2: Commercial collapse. Faith that “the market shall provide” is
lost.

Within the US there is really no other alternative to the market. There are a
few rustic enclaves, mostly religious communities, that can feed themselves,
but that’s a rarity. For everyone else there is no choice but to be a consumer.
Consumers who are broke are called “bums,” but they are still consumers. To
the extent that the US has a culture, it is a commercial culture in which the
goodness of a person is based on the goodly sums of money in their
possession. Such a culture can die by becoming irrelevant (when everyone is
dead broke) but by then most of the carriers of this culture are likely to be
dead too. Alternatively, it can be replaced by a more humane culture that
isn't entirely based on the cult of Mammon—perhaps, dare I think, through
a return to a pre-Protestant, pre-Catholic Christian ethic that values people’s
souls above objects of value?

Stage 3: Political collapse. Faith that “the government will take care of
you” is lost.

All is very murky at the moment, but I would venture to guess that most
people in the US are too distracted, too stressed and too preoccupied with
their own vices and obsessions to pay much attention to the political realm.
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Of the ones that do pay attention, a fair number of them seem clued in to the
fact that the US is not a democracy at all but an elites-only sandbox in
which transnational corporate and oligarchic interests build and knock
down each others’ sandcastles.

The extreme political polarization, where two virtually identical pro-
capitalist, pro-war parties pretend to wage battle by virtue-signaling may be
a symptom of the extremely decrepit state of the entire political arrangement:
people are made to watch the billowing smoke and to listen to the deafening
noise in the hopes that they won't notice that the wheels are no longer
turning.

The fact that what amounts to palace intrigue—the fracas between the
White House, the two houses of Congress and a ghoulish grand inquisitor
named Mueller—has taken center stage is uncannily reminiscent of various
earlier political collapses, such as the disintegration of the Ottoman Empire
or of the fall and the consequent beheading of Louis XVI. The fact that
Trump, like the Ottoman worthies, stocks his harem with East European
women, lends an eerie touch. That said, most people in the US seem blind to
the nature of their overlords in a way that the French, with their Jillettes
Jaunes movement (just as an example) are definitely not.

Stage 4: Social collapse. Faith that “your people will take care of you” is
lost.

I have been saying for some years now that within the US, social collapse has
largely run its course, although whether people actually believe that is an
another matter entirely. Defining “your people” is rather difficult. The
symbols are still there—the flag, the Statue of Liberty and a predilection for
iced drinks and heaping plates of greasy fried foods—but the melting pot
seems to have suffered a meltdown and melted all the way to China. At
present half the households within the US speak a language other than
English at home, and a fair share of the rest speak dialects of English that are
not mutually intelligible with the standard North American English dialect
of broadcast television and university lecturers.

Throughout its history as a British colony and as a nation the US has been
dominated by the Anglo ethnos. The designation ‘ethnos” is not an ethnic
label. It is not strictly based on genealogy, language, culture, habitat, form of
government or any other single factor or group of factors. These may all be
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important to one extent or another, but the viability of an ethnos is based
solely on its cohesion and the mutual inclusivity and common purpose of its
members. The Anglo ethnos reached its zenith in the wake of World War 11,
during which many social groups were intermixed in the military and their
more intelligent members.

Fantastic potential was unleashed when privilege—the curse of the Anglo
ethnos since its inception—was temporarily replaced with merit and the
more talented demobilized men, of whatever extraction, were given a chance
at education and social advancement by the GI Bill. Speaking a new sort of
American English based on the Ohio dialect as a Lingua Franca, these Yanks
—male, racist, sexist and chauvinistic and, at least in their own minds,
victorious—were ready to remake the entire world in their own image.

They proceeded to flood the entire world with oil (US oil production was in
full flush then) and with machines that burned it. Such passionate acts of
ethnogenesis are rare but not unusual: the Romans who conquered the entire
Mediterranean basin, the barbarians who then sacked Rome, the Mongols
who later conquered most of Eurasia and the Germans who for a very brief
moment possessed an outsized Lebensraum are other examples.

And now it is time to ask: what remains of this proud conquering Anglo
ethnos today? We hear shrill feminist cries about “toxic masculinity” and
minorities of every stripe railing against “whitesplaining” and in response we
hear a few whimpers but mostly silence. Those proud, conquering, virile
Yanks who met and fraternized with the Red Army at the River Elbe on
April 25, 1945—where are they? Haven't they devolved into a sad little
subethnos of effeminate, porn-addicted overgrown boys who shave their
pubic hair and need written permission to have sex without fear of being
charged with rape?

Will the Anglo ethnos persist as a relic, similar to how the English have
managed to hold onto their royals (who are technically no longer even
aristocrats since they now practice exogamy with commoners)? Or will it get
wiped out in a wave of depression, mental illness and opiate abuse, its
glorious history of raping, plunder and genocide erased and the statues of its
war heros/criminals knocked down? Only time will tell.

Stage 5: Cultural collapse. Faith in “the goodness of humanity” is lost.
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The term ‘culture” means many things to many people, but it is more
productive to observe cultures than to argue about them. Cultures are
expressed through people’s stereotypical behaviors that are readily observable
in public. These are not the negative stereotypes often used to identify and
reject outsiders but the positive stereotypes—cultural standards of behavior,
really—that serve as requirements for social adequacy and inclusion. We can
readily assess the viability of a culture by observing the stereotypical
behaviors of its members.

* Do people exist as a single continuous, inclusive sovereign realm or
as a set of exclusive, potentially warring enclaves segregated by
income, ethnicity, education level, political affiliation and so on? Do
you see a lot of walls, gates, checkpoints, security cameras and “no
trespassing” signs? Is the law of the land enforced uniformly or are
there good mneighborhoods, bad neighborhoods and no-go zones
where even the police fear to tread?

* Do random people thrown together in public spontaneously enter
into conversation with each other and are comfortable with being
crowded together, or are they aloof and fearful, and prefer to hide
their face in the little glowing rectangle of their smartphone, jealously
guarding their personal space and ready to regard any encroachment
on it as an assault?

* Do people remain good-natured and tolerant toward each other even
when hard-pressed or do they hide behind a fagade of tense,
superficial politeness and fly into a rage at the slightest provocation?
Is conversation soft in tone, gracious and respectful or is it loud,
shrill, rude and polluted with foul language? Do people dress well out
of respect for each other, or to show off, or are they all just déclassé
slobs—even the ones with money?

* Observe how their children behave: are they fearful of strangers and
trapped in a tiny world of their own or are they open to the world
and ready to treat any stranger as a surrogate brother or sister, aunt
or uncle, grandmother or grandfather without requiring any special
introduction? Do the adults studiously ignore each others’ children or
do they spontaneously act as a single family?
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» If there is a wreck on the road, do they spontaneously rush to each
others’ rescue and pull people out before the wreck explodes, or do
they, in the immortal words of Frank Zappa, ‘get on the phone and
call up some flakes” who “rush on over and wreck it some more”?

 If there is a flood or a fire, do the neighbors take in the people who
are rendered homeless, or do they allow them to wait for the
authorities to show up and bus them to some makeshift government
shelter?

It is possible to quote statistics or to provide anecdotal evidence to assess the
state and the viability of a culture, but your own eyes and other senses can
provide all the evidence you need to make that determination for yourself
and to decide how much faith to put in “the goodness of humanity” that is
evident in the people around you.

Dmitry concluded his reply by summarizing his view like this:

Cultural and social collapse are very far along. Financial collapse is waiting
for a trigger. Commercial collapse will happen in stages some of which—food
deserts, for instance—have already happened in many places. Political
collapse will only become visible once the political class gives up. Its not as
simple as saying which stage we are at. They are all happening in parallel, to
one extent or another.

My own (totally subjective) opinion is that the USA has already reached stages 1
through 4, and that there are signs that stage 5 has begun; mainly in big cities as US
small towns and rural areas (Trumps power base, by the way) are still struggling to
maintain the norms and behaviors one could observe in the USA of the 1980s. When
I have visitors from Europe they always comment how friendly and welcoming US
Americans are (true, I live in a small-town in East-Central Florida, not in Miami...).
These are the communities which voted for Trump because they said “we want our
country back”. Alas, instead of giving them their country back, Trump gifted it to the
Neocons...

Conclusion: connecting the dots; or not

Frankly, the dots are all over the place; it is really hard to miss them. However, for

the doubleplusgoodthinking “ideological drone” they remain largely invisible, and this
is not due to any eyesight problem, but due to that drone’s total inability to connect the
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dots. These are the kind of folks who danced on the deck of the Titanic while it was
sinking. For them, when the inevitable catastrophe comes, it will be a total, mind-
blowing, surprise. But, until that moment, they will keep on denying the obvious, no
matter how obvious that obvious has become.

In the meantime, the US ruling elites are locked into an ugly internal struggle
which only further weakens the USA. What is so telling is that the Democrats are still
stuck with their same clueless, incompetent and infinitely arrogant leadership, in spite
of the fact that everybody knows that the Democratic Party is in deep crisis and that
new faces are desperately needed. But no, they are still completely stuck in their old
ways and the same gang of gerontocrats continues to rule the party apparatus.

That is another surefire sign of degeneracy: when a regime can only produce
incompetent, often old, leaders who are completely out of touch with reality and who
blame their own failures on internal (“deplorables”) and external (“the Russians”)
factors. Again, think of the Soviet Union under Brezhnev, the Apartheid regime in
South Africa under FE. W. de Klerk, or the Kerensky regime in 1917 Russia. It is quite
telling that the political leader whom the AngloZionists try to scare the most simply
thinks of them as “first-rate idiots*, is it not?

As for the Republicans, they are basically a subsidiary of the Israeli Likud Party. Just
take a look at the long list of losers the Likud produced at home, and you will get a
sense of what they can do in its US colony.

Eventually the USA will rebound; I have no doubts about that at all. This is a big
country with millions of immensely talented people, immense natural resources and
no credible threat to it’s territory. But that can only happen after a real *regime*
change (as opposed to a change in Presidential Administration) which, itself, is only
going to happen after an “E2 catastrophe” collapse.

Until then, we will all be waiting for Godot.

The Saker
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The Russian pension chicken is coming home to roost...
(UPDATED)

January 18, 2019

According to RT, citing a Levada Center poll,

Over 50 percent of Russians are disappointed in the government of Dmitry
Medvedev, which, they believe, is unable to curb growing prices and provide
jobs for people, a new poll has revealed. Some 23 percent said they were
absolutely sure that the government must resign, with another 30 percent
telling Levada-Center that they were also leaning toward this opinion. This
means that a total of 53 percent would like the country to have a new
cabinet. Trust in the government has crumbled since September, when only
23 percent advocated its resignation. Meanwhile, the proportion of people
who believed the government should stay in charge was 40 percent, with 14
percent expressing full confidence in the cabinet, and 26 percent saying that
resignation wouldn’t be the best idea.

This was very predictable and, in fact, I did predict just that when I wrote:

A comment I just saw on the YouTube chat of the inauguration was succinct
and to the point: “Tlymun kumnyn Hapoo — mui He 3a Medsedesa zonocosanu”
or “Putin betrayed the people — we did not vote for Medvedev”. This is going
to be a very widely shared feeling, I am afraid (...) Medvedev is unpopular
and that most Russians hoped to see a new face. Yet Putin ignored this
public sentiment. That is a very worrying sign, in my opinion".

In a subsequent article I wrote that

“it is quite clear to me that a new type of Russian opposition is slowly
forming.

Well, it always existed, really — I am talking about people who supported
Putin and the Russian foreign policy and who disliked Medvedev and the
Russian internal policies. Now the voice of those who say that Putin is way
too soft in his stance toward the Empire will only get stronger. As will the
voices of those who speak of a truly toxic degree of nepotism and
patronage in the Kremlin (again, Mutko being the perfect example). When
such accusations come from rabid pro-western liberals, they have very
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little traction, but when they come from patriotic and even nationalist
politicians (Nikolai Starikov for example) they start taking on a different
dimension. For example, while the court jester Zhirinovskii and his LDPR
party loyally supported Medvedev, the Communist and the Just Russia
parties did not. Unless the political tension around figures like Kudrin and
Medvedev is somehow resolved (maybe a timely scandal?), we might
witness the growth of a real opposition movement in Russia, and not one
run by the Empire. It will be interesting to see if Putin’s personal ratings
will begin to go down and what he will have to do in order to react to the
emergence of such a real opposition®.

Think about it in this way: we know from ALL the past elections that the pro-
Western segment of the Russian population is somewhere around 1-3% (that is why
they cannot make it into the Duma). But let’s generously give that hardcore, liberal,
opposition 5%, for argument’s sake. So if 53% of Russians want a new cabinet, and if
5% of Russians are hardcore pro-Western liberals, then who are the remaining 48%?

Or in this way: if 53% of Russians want a new cabinet, and if Putin’s approval rating
is still somewhere in the 65% range, who are those Russians who like Putin but dislike
the Medvedev government?

There is an easy cop-out argument which I've often offered to explain away this
fact:

Levada Center is officially classified as a “foreign agent” under Russian law. This

makes sense: for one thing, Levada Center receives most of its financing from abroad,

including the USA and even the Pentagon! Furthermore, Levada is staffed by liberals

(in the Russian meaning of the word which really means “pro-US”) whose biases are
also reflected in their work. However, while this is all true, Levada is still credible
enough to be cited even by Russian officials. Finally, the kind of results Levada
publishes are often generally similar to the finding of the official VISIOM polling
institution, not down to the percentage point, but often reflecting similar trends
(check out the VTSIOM English language page here: https://wciom.com/). So the fact

that Putin is much more popular than Medvedev or that the majority of Russian
people are unhappy with the government really is not in doubt.

So regardless of the actual numbers, it is clear that the Russian government is only
popular with those whom it allows to make a lot of money (corporations and various
millionaires and billionaires) and that everybody else strongly dislikes it.
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And vyet, recently Putin was asked if he was happy with the government and his
reply was “on the whole, yes®

This type of political yoga is hard to sustain in the long term: if Putin is the
champion of the interests of the common people, and if most common people feel that
the government cares more for millionaires and billionaires, then how can the
President say that he is “on the whole happy” with the government?

It is truly a crying shame that the basics of Marxism-Leninism are not taught in
schools and colleges any more (even some self-described “Communists” are clearly
clueless about what Marx, Lenin or even Hegel taught!). Not because the solutions
advocated by Marx and his followers are so universally effective, but because one can
use the Marxist-Leninist conceptual toolkit to better understand the world we live in,
and, one can do this without necessarily endorsing the solutions offered by Marxism.
For example, in the West at least, very few people are aware of this very simple
Marxist-Leninist definition of what a state, any state, really is. According to Lenin, the
state is simply an “apparatus of coercion and violence by which the ruling class governs
the society“. Specifically Lenin wrote:

In essence, the state is the ruling apparatus created from the human society.
When such a group of people appears, one which is only concerned with
ruling over others, and which for that purpose needs a coercion apparatus
which can force people to obey by means of jails, special units, armed forces,
etc, — that is the moment when the state appears (Lenin, collective works, vol
39, page 69).

From a Marxist point of view, any state is always and by definition is the
dictatorship of the ruling class, which is a good thing, at least according to the
Marxists, when this ruling class is the workers and people, and a very bad thing when
the ruling class is the plutocracy.

In the post-modern West, where political discourse has been reduced to a
particularly nauseating form of intellectual flatulence, the very notion of “class” and
“class warfare” has been fully replaced with vapid (pseudo-) identity politics which
completely obfuscate all the real issues and problems our world is dealing with. Thus,
by removing the concepts and categories needed to understand the nature of the
struggle which is taking place internationally, but also inside each of the countries
currently living under the AngloZionist yoke, the leaders of the Empire have deprived
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the people they rule over from the means to understand why and how they are
oppressed. All that nonsense about “gay” rights, gun control, #meetoo, the many sex
scandals, the struggle for racial identity (White or Black or any other), abortion, drugs
and all the rest of the crap we are fed on a daily basis by the AngloZionist propaganda
machine are primarily a distraction to keep the eyes of the general population from
the real issues. In a way, this zombification and re-direction to fake topics serves
exactly the same function as the red cape of the bullfighter: to keep the bull busy with
trying to gore a harmless red piece of cloth while completely missing the real cause of
his suffering and eventual death.

From that point of view, the Russian people are much better informed and have a
much better understanding of what is going on. For example, while in the West the
people define “democracy” as “people power” (or something similar), in Russia the
joke is that “democracy is the power of the democrats” which, in Russia, is a general
codeword/euphemism for “pro-US wealthy liberal” who want to turn Russia into some
kind of “bigger Poland” or something equally uninspiring.

Various pro-Western “intellectuals” like to say that this is an old Russian pathology:
to say that the Czar (President) is very good, but his court (the Ministers) are bad and
that this makes absolutely no sense. These are the folks who go as far as denying the
existence of a struggle between what I call Eurasian Sovereignists (roughly Putin
supporters) and Atlantic Integrationists (roughly Medvedev and the “economic block”
of this government).

The folks who deny this remind me of something Berthold Brecht once wrote after
the 1953 uprising in Berlin in a short poem entitled “The Solution”: (emphasis added)

After the uprising of the 17th of June
The Secretary of the Writers’ Union

Had leaflets distributed in the Stalinallee

Stating that the people
Had forfeited the confidence of the government
And could win it back only
By redoubled efforts. Would it not be easier
In that case for the government
To dissolve the people
And elect another?
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This deep alienation from the Russian masses, this notion that the Russian people
have, yet again, failed to heed the “wise words” of the “progressive intelligentsia” and
other (mainly financial) “elites” has plagued the Russian ruling classes since Peter I
and is still at the very core of their worldview. Believe you me, the Russian “liberals”
and the folks in the West who deny that there is any 5th column in Russia are

psychologically and politically joined at the hip: neither one of them can accept this.

Furthermore, both the Russian “liberals” and the western believers in the values of
“democracy” and “free market capitalism” share exactly the same worldview: they
want the Russian people to become “Europeans” not in a geographical sense, of course
(geographically speaking most Russians live in the European part of Russia), but
culturally! This is what the Popes wanted, this is what the French Freemasons wanted,
this is what the Nazis wanted, and this is what the AngloZionists want. That dream to
turn Russians into Europeans while totally cleansing them from any “Russian-ness” is
what united *all* the invaders of Russia over the centuries.

But the “stubborn” Russian people just don’t seem to “get it” and, for some totally
mysterious reason, they always resist all these “benevolent” western attempts at

“civilizing” them.

This is exactly what we see today: Putin and his Eurasian Sovereignists try as hard
as they can to *sovereignize* Russia; in other words, they want to make Russia *truly*
Russian again. Sounds basic, but that is categorically unacceptable to the Russian
plutocrats and to their supporters in the West. Thus any kind of defense of the
Russian-ness of Russia is immediately and contemptuously dismissed as “national
leftism”, “nationalism” or, God forbid!, “monarchism” And when the person trying to
make the argument that Russia ought to be Russian uses Marxist concepts or
categories, these arguments are also dismissed out of hand as an “outdated rhetoric of
a system which has failed and discredited itself”. What they fail to realize is to say that
the collapse of the Soviet Union was due primarily/solely to the Marxist or
Communist ideology is just as stupid as blaming the current collapse of democracy in
the USA on the writings of the Founding Fathers rather than on the SOB politicians
who are destroying this country day after day after day. Tell me: when the USA finally
bites the dust, will you simply declare that “democracy is dead” and that the “collapse
of the USA proved that democracy is not a viable regime”? So yes, the Soviet Union
did indeed collapse, broken into 15 pieces by its own ruling elite (the Nomenklatura),
but the ideas contained in the Marxist-Leninist ideology have not only not been
“defeated” - they have not even been challenged (more on this issue here).
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But, thank God! most Russians are still not willing to be incorporated into the
“European cultural Borg collective®, at least not in the cultural sense. And in spite of

300 years of oppression by various pro-western regimes (with various degrees of
russophobia, not all were equally bad), the Russian people still want to remain
Russian, not just by speaking a language, but by having a ruler and a regime in power
which they feel defends their interests and not the interests of the ruling class. They
want to live in their own civilizational realm, and not the kind of post-Christian
intellectual desert the West has become.

Many decades of rabid russophobia by the rulers of the AngloZionist Empire have
convinced the Russian people that they have no friends in the European or North
American ruling elites and that true freedom comes through liberation, not
submission. That, and the appalling example of the consequences of the
“Euromaidan” in the Ukraine.

At the end of the day;, it is not about GDP or the availability of cheap consumer
goods. At the end of the day, it all depends on real, moral, ethical, spiritual and

civilizational values. This was true 1000 years ago and this is still true today. At least

in Russia.

It is very important to keep a close eye on this trend: the appearance of a slowly but
surely growing (truly) patriotic opposition (as opposed to the CIA-paid clowns in the
Russian liberal camp). As for the “official” opposition (LDPR, KPRF and the Just
Russia), they might decide to grow a few teeth, initially small, baby teeth only, but if
this trend accelerates, they might decide to look a tad more credible. Until now the
rather lame and ridiculous LDPR & KPRF parties are just a collective form of court
jesters with no real opposition potential. Just look at how the KPRE thoroughly
discredited by their crazy choice of the millionaire Grudinin for candidate, jumped
onto the pension reform PR-disaster to suddenly try to launch a referendum. This
would never have happened in the past.

The political landscape in Russia is becoming more complicated, which is both
good and bad. It is bad because Putins personal political credit suffers, however
modestly for now, from his continuous inability to purge the Kremlin from the 5th
columnists, but it is also good because if things get bad enough, Putin will have no
choice but to (finally!) get rid of at least the most notorious 5th columnists. But
fundamentally the Russian people need to decide. Do they really want to live in a
western-style capitalist society (with all the russophobic politics and the adoption of
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the terminally degenerate “culture” such a choice implies), or do they want a “social
society” (to use Putin’s own words) — meaning a society in which social and economic
justice and the good of the country are placed above corporate and personal profits.

You could say that this is a battle of greed vs ethics.

The future of Russia, and much of the world, will depend on the outcome of this
battle.

The Saker

UPDATE: well, just as I was mentioning that the fact that Levada Center and
VTsIOM mostly agree, at least on trends, the Russian media is now reporting that the

latter is now also reporting a drop in the popularity of Putin. And just to make things
worse, the Russian authorities have deported an (in-)famous anti-Nazi Ukrainian
journalist, Elena Boiko, to the Nazi-occupied Ukraine in spite of the fact that Boiko
had requested political asylum in Russia. Now, Boiko is a very controversial person
for sure (and, personally, not *at all* my cup of tea), but the sole fact that Russia would
deport ANY anti-Nazi activist to the Nazi-occupied Ukraine is disgusting and
revolting. And, sure enough, the bovine-excreta is already hitting the proverbial fan as
now members of the Duma, journalists and various personalities are demanding
explanations for this absolutely stupid and deeply immoral act. Sadly, I can only agree
with Nikolai Starikov who speaks of a “liberal revanche” following the “Russian
Spring” of 2014. If this kind of nonsense continues we will see a further deterioration
of Putin’s personal rating along with a gradual degradation of the Russian political
environment.
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Russia, Israel and the values of “western civilization” — where
is the truth?

January 25, 2019

First, what’s the deal with this obsession about bombing entire nations back
into the “stone age”?

Very interesting article in RT today: “IDFE chief turned PM candidate touts body

count & bombing Gaza into ‘stone age’ in campaign ad” (please read the whole thing -

it is short and very enlightening). When I saw that, I immediately had a flash back to
a (truly brilliant, if evil) US diplomat, James Baker, who promised Iraqi Prime
Minister Tarik Aziz (whom the Empire kept in jail until his death in spite of the fact

that the 79 vear old man suffered from depression, diabetes, heart disease, and ulcers)

that the Empire would “bring it back to the stone age®

Now, Benny Gantz is your typical Israeli Zionazi nutcase with all that entails, but
this can hardly be said of James Baker who was one of the most educated and brilliant
diplomats the USA ever produced. So what’s this thing about bringing those who dare
defy the AngloZionist Empire back to the “stone age”. Coincidence? You tell me!

I sure don’t think so.

The Israeli butchery in Gaza enjoyed the massive support of the Israeli people who
even organized special “viewing locations” for the joy of seeing Palestinian civilians
(the vast majority of the people the Israelis murdered in Gaza) massacred. Which is
not very different from the way the US Americans (and their European vassals)
organized “viewing locations” in their TV sets for the joy of seeing Iraqi civilians (the
vast majority of the people the USA and its vassals murdered in Iraq) massacred. The
difference is only in numbers: in Gaza the Israelis murdered “only” about 1500
Palestinians whereas the USA can pride itself on having massacred well over a million

Iraqis.

Still not convinced?

Then how about Mr MAGA promising to “devastate” the DPRK? or, even better, to
make Iran “SUFFER CONSEQUENCES THE LIKES OF WHICH FEW
THROUGHOUT HISTORY HAVE EVER SUFFERED BEFORE” (all in caps as in the

original).
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Now if this was a schoolyard or, say, a Harley-Davidson biker meeting, I would say
that this is just the kind of empty talk of insecure males trying to compensate for their
insecurities by clumsily affirming their manhood with roaring macho threats.

After all, in the real world, both the US and Israel got thoroughly whooped each
time they took on an enemy which was not defenseless (the best example being, of
course, the “Divine Victory” of Hezbollah against Israel (and the US, of course, which
had promised a “new Middle East” just before the Israeli attack) in 2006.

But our planet is not a schoolyard and thousands and even millions died as a result
of that kind of mindset. And a President who thinks in “tweets” worthy of a 7th grade
pimply 13-year old is outright frightening (or, at least, ought to be).

Now it is rather unsurprising that the western Zionazi press would
1. blame it all on the Palestinians and their supporters
2. turn away its prudish eyes from such language and massacres

3. go back to blaming Russia for everything imaginable (and even unimaginable).

What is more interesting is all the self-declared anti-Zionists who actually blame

*Russia* for not doing enough to protect Syria, or Iran, or [___ fill in the blank _]. 1
already thoroughly debunked the flawed logic and arguments of that group in my
article “Why is Putin “allowing” Israel to bomb Syria” so I won’t repeat it all here and

will assume that the reader will have read that.

And vyet, after the latest Israeli air strikes in Syria (which also follow a pattern I
predicted here) I am, again, getting panicked emails about Putin/Russia
“betrayed/gave up” Syria or how the S-300s/Pantsirs are “not working”, Putin is a
“Zionist agent’, etc. Sigh, rolleyes...

[Sidebar: for one thing, that kind of nonsense shows an amazing level of
illiteracy in military affairs. Why? Because all these Israeli attacks on
(alleged) pro-Iranian or even Iranian positions were small, even if annoying,
pinpricks, especially when compared to the very real losses suffered by
Iranian and pro-Iranian forces in combat (real combat, not the pretend-
combat for Hollywood the Israelis and their US vassals have mostly
performed in the past decades). Just because each such pinprick results in
hours of Israeli (and pro-Israeli) chest-thumping does not mean that it was in
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any way effective in deterring Iran or its allies. The truth is that Iran and its
allies are all over Syria (they mostly came after the AngloZionists decided to
trigger a revolution against Assad - bravo AngloZionist geniuses!!) and that
they ain’t leaving].

In Russian this type of behavior, which is really a political manipulation tactic, is
called “nepeBectu ctpenxu” or, roughly, “change focus”, or simply “obfuscate” (again,
for a detailed discussion of this, please see my article “Why is Putin “allowing” Israel

to bomb Syria“). So let’s bring the focus right back to where it belongs: Israel and the
total support the so-called “West” has given it for decades.

By the way, Russia is also guilty, at least in my opinion, of overlooking the plight of
the Palestinians (I made my own distress about the Russian position very clear in my

piece “It All Depends On Your Values®). And yes, there is most definitely a powerful
pro-Israeli lobby in Russia too, including, alas, in the Russian White House and even

in the Kremlin. But the difference between Russia’s stance towards the issue of Israel
and it's murderous policies and the stance of the West could not be more different.
Simply put:

* Russia does condemn Israel when the latter acts in violation of international
law and norms of civilized behavior and Russia does offer support, both
political and military, to “resistance” countries such as Syria.

*  The West supports Israel no matter what and finances and arms it to the teeth
and supports its genocidal policies to the hilt.

Most importantly, Russians never say that Israel stands for “Russian values” or is
the “only democracy in the Middle-East”. So while Russia does not, to my immense
regret and shame, take a truly principle-driven position like Iran, she does not
obsequiously use every opportunity to show her total and unconditional love for Israel
and everything Israel does.

The difference here is not only one of quantity, but also one of quality or, if you
prefer, a quantitative change which eventually leads to a qualitative shift. There is a
difference between first looking out for your own self-interest and being a prostitute, is
there not?

Blurring or otherwise obfuscating such crucial and profound distinctions is a clever
form of deception.
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You might ask “but what *are* Russian values then?

What’s the deal with Holy Russia then?!

Fair enough. Right now Russia is still in search of herself. She is a project, a
moving target, a nation desperately trying to re-gain her true and full sovereignty and
to (finally!) get rid of a powerful 5th columnist gang inside the ruling and wealthy
elites who simply want to make more money while aping the West. And yet, even that
somewhat confused nation, which is looking for her true roots and identity, (which
might take a very long time - Solzhenitsyn predicted that 200 years would be needed
for Russia to truly recover), did not lose the very core of her true civilizational values.

In the distant 13th century the Russian Prince and Saint Alexander Nevsky

famously declared “He B cune bor, a B mpasae” which can be translated as “God is not
in force/power, but in truth/justice.

Many centuries later, in a year 2000 movie (the year Putin came to power) called
“Brother 2” a very different kind of Russian hero, Danila Bagrov, has a (now famous)
monologue with an American and rhetorically asks him “tell me American, where is
strength/power found? In money?” and proceeds to answer himself and say “I think
that strength/power is in the truth/justice, he who has the truth/justice is stronger*.

[Sidebar: 1 am translating the word “pravda” (yes, yes, that same word
‘pravda” as in the Soviet newspaper) as “truth/justice” as, depending on the
context it can have either one, or even both, of these meanings. And an even
more complex Slavic concept of truth would be “istina” which Father Pavel
Florensky discussed in this famous book “The Pillar and Ground of the Truth:
An Essay in Orthodox Theodicy in Twelve Letters” of which I posted a
translated crucial passage here and which I *highly* recommend as a “must
read” to anybody interested in understanding the Russian civilization, culture
and history]|

So one 13th century Russian said that God is in Truth and another 20th century
Russian said that strength is in Truth. And both were facing a threat from the West
when they made their statements; and seven centuries later, so little has changed...
amazing, no?

Not a coincidence if you ask me.
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I already hear the reply of those lobotomized by western materialism who will, no
doubt, say something along the lines of “oh please! don’t give us this propaganda about
“Holy Russia” again! One quick look at Russian history immediately shows that Russia
was never so holy and that, in fact, amazing levels of evil, depravity, corruption and even
pathological sadism could be found throughout her long and bloody history and also in
our times!".

And I can only admit that there is, alas, much truth to that statement. And there is
still much evil, pathology and corruption in today’s Russia, no argument here!

But there is also much this statement is completely missing.

First, right next to an amazing degree of evil and depravity, Russian history is also

filled with no less amazing cases of true holiness, from Saint Boris and Saint Gleb to
the millions of saints and New Martyrs and Confessors of the 20th century.

But that is not even the main issue here. The main issue here is that the concept of
“Holy Russia” is not primarily descriptive, but *prescriptive*. It is a call, an ideal,
something which modern people with the crude consumerism and generally
materialism-suppressed nous simply cannot understand or even imagine, but which
inspired many generations over the 1000 years+ of Russian history to live a life maybe
still in the world, but not “of this world” (John 15:19)!

This is why, in spite of three centuries of rule by foreign elites and 70+ years of
materialism run amok, an otherwise very modern suspense movie hero like Danila
Bagrov can still speak of what the truth is and where it can be found and why the
Russian audience “gets it”, even the atheists.

Check out this dialog in this short, English subtitled, excerpt:

https://youtu.be/Tlo-r3anKVc

Notice something important here: Danila does not think that only the American is
a money-worshiping and clueless idiot. He says “even my brother believes [that the
truth] is in money®. So yes, there are plenty of nous-suppressed people in Russia too.
And I won't even go into what most Russians who live in the West think as so many of
them need to justify their own voluntary exile from Russia by either advocating that
Russians resume aping westerners or by declaring that Russia is really no different
from any other western country. These are the folks who have rejected any form of
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true spirituality for a rather bizarre form of worship of consumerism. And yeah, a lot
of them are Russian, at least by birth or by language (if not by culture or spirit).

[Sidebar: there was a time when the West was no different from the East in
terms of spirituality, ethos, values and even holiness. But that all came to a
gradual full stop with each passing century following the breakaway of the
Frank-occupied Rome from the rest of the Christian world. Now all is left is
either a post-modern wasteland a la Conchita Wurst (see “it” “pray” with
Latin officials here - amazing sight to behold indeed!) or a rather nasty
nationalist and even racist blow-back to this postmodernism degeneracy a la
Alt-Right. What a crying shame after 1000 years of real western
Christianity! There have been many western saints and martyrs like SS
Boris and Gleb, but there is no “Danila Bagrov” on western TV screens
today. All that is left of the once Christian West are thousands of holy relics
of western saints nobody cares about, least of all the Pope and his minions at
the Vatican...]

Back to our original topic:

And finally, what’s the deal with the “only democracy in the Middle-East“?

What is “Israel” really? It is a democracy only in the modern Russian sense of the
word, meaning that “democracy is the power of the democrats“. In this case, these
“democrats” happen to be racist nutcases who have a religious belief (literally, see here)
in their racist uniqueness and their God-given right to massacre the semi-human
goyim (again: literally, see here) and who don’t give a damn about “western values”
(well, other than impunity, consumerism and violence). It is most certainly the
country which is the only and last *official* racist state on the planet (see here, here,
and here).

And contrary to the fantasies of various Jew-haters, this has absolutely nothing to
do with “the Jews” or being Jewish, and everything to do with an exceptionally toxic
interpretation of the Old Testament by Pharisaic rabbis who developed a God- and
man-hating religion in response to the galut (the exile from Palestine of those Jews
who rejected Christ) and to the tremendous success of Christianity. As for modern
Zionism, it is nothing more than a transposition of the very same racist assumptions
and implications of Pharisaic Judaism to a materialistic milieu, that’s all.

Does that make Israeli a part of the “western civilization”?
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You tell me!

But if your reply is “yes”, don’t come whining when I point that out to you! And if
your reply is “no” - then, tell me: how is it that no western politician can agree with
you without risking his career and reputation?

Anyway, I think that it is high time for those who find the mote in Russia’s “eye” to
look at the huge and densely populated forest of their own civilizations “eye” and
maybe try to imitate the beautiful example of those westerners who sailed for Gaza
and still do all they can to help the oppressed Palestinians, no? And how about
showing some gratitude to Iran for being pretty much the only country on the planet,
not only to support the Palestinians, but to actually accept the sacrifice of a lot of lives
(and resources) to help them?! Don't they deserve our gratitude and admiration for
their courage?

You really don't like Putin? Fine. But rather than place your trust and hopes in the
lies of Mr MAGA or the Clinton gang, maybe you ought to make Ayatollah Sayyed Ali
Khamenei your true hero, no? Or, at least, “al-Sayyid Hassan” (Nasrallah)!

If the West persists on it’s current path, it will die like the “sad old man” in Roger
Water’s superb title “Dogs”

You gotta keep one eye looking over your shoulder
You know it’s going to get harder, and harder, and harder as you get older
And in the end you’'ll pack up and fly down south
Hide your head in the sand,
Just another sad old man
All alone and dying of cancer
And when you loose control, you’'ll reap the harvest you have sown
And as the fear grows, the bad blood slows and turns to stone
And it’s too late to lose the weight you used to need to throw around
So have a good drown, as you go down, all alone
Dragged down by the stone

Time will tell, of course, but my own belief is that both Russia and the West can
only be truly saved by a return to the values of repentance and self-limitation which
Alexander Solzhenitsyn wrote about while still in the Soviet Union in the distant year
1973 (full text in PDF format here). The same Alexander Solzhenitsyn, already in the
West a full decade later, also warned us that only a return to true spirituality and God
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could save the world. Again, I can only agree with him no matter how ridiculous this

may sound to western (and Russian!) materialists, “cultural Christians’, or any other
nous-suppressed person nowadays.

But that’s only one simple guy’s opinion.
So you, tell me! Where do you think strength comes from? Israel?

The Saker
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The US aggression against Venezuela as a diagnostic tool
January 30, 2019

The Neocons never cease to amaze me and their latest stunt with Venezuela falls
into this bizarre category of events which are both absolutely unthinkable and
simultaneously absolutely predictable. This apparent logical contradiction is the direct
result of a worldview and mindset which is, I believe, unique to the Neocons: a mix of
imperial hubris and infinite arrogance, a complete lack of decency, a total contempt
for the rest of mankind, crass ignorance, a narcissist/sociopath’s inability to have any
kind of empathy or imagine another guy’s reaction and, finally, last but most certainly
not least, crass stupidity. There is so much which can be said about the latest US
aggression on Venezuela that entire books could be (and will be) written about this,
but I want to begin by look at a few specific but nonetheless very symptomatic aspects:

“In your face” stupidity or bootcamp-like deliberate public humiliation?

Remember the almost universal reaction of horror when Bolton was appointed as
National Security Advisor? Well, apparently, either the Neocons completely missed
that, which I doubt, or they did what they always do and decided to double-down by
retrieving Elliott Abrams from storage and appointing him US Special Envoy to
Venezuela. I mean, yes, of course, the Neocons are stupid and sociopathic enough not
to ever care about others, but in this case I think that we are dealing with a “Skripal
tactic”: do something so ridiculously stupid and offensive that it places all your vassals
before a stark choice: either submit and pretend like you did not notice or,
alternatively, dare to say something and face with wrath of Uncle Shmuel (the
Neocon’s version of Uncle Sam). And it worked, in the name of “solidarity” or
whatever else, the most faithful lackeys of the Empire immediate fell in line behind the
latest US aggression against a sovereign nation in spite of the self-evident fact that this
aggression violates every letter of the most sacred principles of international law. This
is exactly the same tactic as when they make you clean toilets with a toothbrush or do
push-ups in the mud during basic training: not only to condition you to total
obedience, but to make you publicly give up any semblance of dignity.

This is not just a case of history repeating itself like a farce, however. It is hard to
overstate how totally offensive a character like Elliott Abrams is for every Latin
American who remembers the bloody US debacle in Nicaragua. US vassals now have
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to give up any type of pretend-dignity in front of their own people and act as if
Abrams was a respectable and sane human being.

I believe that this kind of “obedience conditioning by means of humiliation” is not
just a case of the Neocons being idiots, but a deliberate tactic which will, of course,
backfire and end up hurting US puppets worldwide (just like the pro-US Russian
“liberal” opposition was eviscerated as a result of being associated by the Russian
public opinion with the US policies against Russia, especially in the Ukraine).

Finally, these appointments also show that the senior-Neocons are frightened and
paranoid as there are still plenty of very sharp junior-Neocon folks to chose from in
the USA, yet they felt the need to get Abrams from conservation and place him in a
key position in spite of the strong smell of naphthalene emanating from him. This
reminds me of the gerontocrats of the Soviet Politburo in the worst stagnation years
who had to appoint the likes of Chernenko to top positions.

The one thing the Mr MAGAs administration has in common with the late
Brezhevian Politburo is its total inability to get anything done. My wife refers to the

folks in the White House (since Dubya came to power) as the “gang that couldn’t
shoot straight” and she is right (she always is!): they just can't really get anything done
anymore - all their half-assed pseudo-successes are inevitably followed by
embarrassing failures.

As I wrote in my article “The good news about the Trump Presidency: stupid can

be good!” these folks will only precipitate the collapse of the AngloZionist Empire,
which is a very good thing. The bad thing is, of course, that the Neocons are negating
any chance for a gradual, phased, collapse and are, instead, creating a dynamic in
which a sudden, catastrophic, collapse becomes much more likely.

Now we have all seen the latest antic from Bolton: showing up with a yellow pad
with “5,000 troops to Colombia” written on it. Again, this might be a case of Bolton
being senile or not giving a damn, but I doubt it. I think that this is just another oh-
so-subtle way to threaten Venezuela with a US-led invasion. And, really, why not?

If the Empire thinks it has the authority and power to decide who the President of
Venezuela should be, it has to logically back up this stance with a threat, especially
since there is no US authority, moral or otherwise, left.
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The obvious question here is how this threat will be received in Venezuela and that
largely depends on how credible that threat is. Now, “5,000 troops” could mean
anything, ranging from an infantry brigade combat team to the typical US mix of as
many putatively “special” forces as possible (to make every service happy and give
everybody a piece of the expected (but never achieved) “victory pie” - many careers in
the US depend on that kind of stuff). At this point in time, I rather not speculate and
get technical about how such a force could be structured. Let’s just assume that it will
be an overall credible and well-packaged force and try to speculate how the
Venezuelans could react to it.

The state of the Venezuelan military

Here I am particularly lucky as I have a close and trusted Latin American friend
who is now a retired Lt-Colonel who spent many months in Venezuela working with
the Venezuelan military in a capacity which I cannot disclose, but which gave him
quasi-total access to every unit and military facility in the country and who, just a
couple of years ago, shared with me his impression of the Venezuelan military. Here is
what he told me:

A military, any military, is always the product of the society which produces it and
this is also true of Venezuela. It would be silly to admit that the Venezuelan economy
is a total mess while expecting the Venezuelan armed forces to be a shining example of
professionalism, honesty and patriotism. The sad reality is very different.

For one thing, much of the Venezuelan military is hopelessly corrupt, as is the rest
of society. In a country whose economy is imploding, this is hardly surprising.
Furthermore, for years both Chavez and Maduro have fought an uphill battle to
remove as many potential traitors and class enemies (in a Marxist sense of the word)
from the Venezuelan military and replace them with “socially close” (a Bolshevik
concept) elements from the poorer sections of society. Truth be told, this was a
partially successful strategy as seen by the fact that during this latest coup attempt the
Venezuelan military overwhelmingly supported the Venezuelan Constitution and the
legitimacy of Maduro. And yet that kind of loyalty often comes at the costs of
professionalism and at the risk of corruption as seen by the case of the Venezuelan
military attache to the USA who clearly was a US agent. I am afraid that the current
situation in Venezuela might be similar to what it was in Syria in the very early stages
of the AngloZionist war against this country when scores of top officials of the Syrian
government proved to be traitors and/or US agents. In Syria the government
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eventually re-took control of the situation, but only with a great deal of help from Iran
and Russia and after almost being toppled by the US-run Takfiri forces.

The good news here, according to my friend, is that the Venezuelan special forces
(army special forces, jungle infantry troops, “Caribe” counter insurgency units,
airborne units, etc) are in a much better shape and that they could form the core of a
resistance force to the invasion, not unlike what the Republican Guard eventually did
in Iraq. But the biggest difference with Iraq is that in Venezuela the majority of the
people are still backing Maduro and that any invasion force should expect to meet a
lot of resistance of the type which the US encountered in Iraq after the invasion of the
country. Also, there was a fragile truce of sorts between Hugo Chavez and various
Left-wing guerillas who agreed to stop their military operations, but who also kept all
their weapons “just in case”. This “case” has now happened and we can expect that any
US invasion will trigger an immediate re-emergence of a Left-wing guerilla force
which, combined with popular support and the key role of a core of patriotic
Venezuelan special forces could form a very dangerous combination, especially in the
mid to long term.

Keep in mind that corrupt officers don’t like combat and that while they might aid a
US invasion force, they will only do so as long as things seem to go the easy way, but as
soon as things go south (which is what always happens to US invasion forces) they will
run as fast as they can. So while the endemic corruption now will be a problem for the
Maduro government, it will become a problem for the US as soon the legitimate
government is toppled.

Comparisons are necessarily tricky and crude, but with this caveat in mind, don’t
think “Syria” but rather think “Iraq” when considering the possible outcomes of a US
invasion.

The state of the Venezuelan people

This is really crucial. Hugo Chavez’ reforms alienated a lot of Venezuelans,
especially those who made their fortunes by servicing US interests and who became
your typical Latin American version of a comprador class. Much of the middle-class
also got hurt and are angry. However, these same reforms also empowered huge
numbers of destitute and poor Venezuelans who, for the first time, felt that the
government stood for their interests and who remember what it was like to live in
abject poverty under a US-backed regime. These folks probably have no illusion about
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what the toppling of this government would mean for them and they are likely to fight
hard, if not necessarily competently, to keep the little rights and means they acquired
during the Chavez years. There is even what is sometimes referred to “Chavistas
without Chavez” which some describe as potential back-stabbing traitors while other
see them as more pragmatic, less ideological, faction of Chavez supporters who decry
Chavez’ mistakes but dont want their country to turn into a Colombia-style US
colony. Whatever may be the case, Hugo Chavez’ pro-popular policies left a very
profound mark on the country and you can expect that a lot of Venezuelans will take
up arms and resist any US/Colombian invasion.

Here I think we can all express our heartfelt gratitude to Mr MAGA whose
appointment of Elliott “Iran-Contra” Abrams has done more than any government
sponsored propaganda to clearly and bluntly explain to the Venezuelan people who is
doing what to them and why.

Seriously, Ron Paul or Tulsi Gabbard speaking of democracy is one thing, but
having gangsters and psychopathic thugs like Pompeo, Bolton or Abrams in charge
really sends a message and that message is that we are dealing with a banal case of
highway robbery triggered by two very crude considerations:

First, to re-take control of Venezuela’s immense natural resources.

* Second, to prove to the world that Uncle Shmuel can still, quote, “pick up
some small crappy little country and throw it against the wall, just to show the
world we mean business, unquote.

The obvious problem is that
1. nobody takes the US seriously because

2. the US has not been capable of defeating any country capable of resistance
since many decades already.

The various US special forces, which would typically spearhead any invasion, have
an especially appalling record of abject failures every time they stop posing for
cameras and have to engage in real combat. I assure you that nobody in the
Venezuelan military cares about movies like “Rambo” or “Delta Force” while they
carefully studied US FUBARs in Somalia, Grenada, Iran and elsewhere. You can also
bet that the Cubans, who have had many years of experience dealing with the (very
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competent) South African special forces in Angola and elsewhere will share their
experience with their Venezuelan colleagues.

Last but not least, there are a lot of weapons in circulation in Venezuela and which
the various popular militias and National Guard would be more than happy to further
distribute to the local population if any invasion appears to be successful.

The State of the Empire and its puppet-President Macrobama

Well, here the famous “insanity is repeating the same thing over and over again
expecting different results” the best possible description of US actions. Just look at this
sequence:

 The AngloZionists leaders of the Empire appoints a hybrid of Obama and

Macron named Juan Guaido as “legitimate interim President”

* US puppets in Europe and Latin America immediately fall in line behind
Uncle Shmuel
* The US promises war (aka “serious consequences®) if Guaido is arrested

* The AngloZionist Empire robs Venezuela of billions of dollars of assets

* The Empire gives part of that money to the “moderate opposition” to fund

an insurrection,

* Contra-style Venezuelan “opposition” asks for US weapons

e The Ziomedia launches strategic PSYOP about Russian airplanes flying

Venezuelan gold out of the country

 The Empire sabotages the biggest Venezuela oil company

e The Empire delivers an self-evidently unacceptable ultimatum to Venezuela

which is self-evidently rejected

* No western politician in office dares to say a single word about this massive
full-spectrum violation of all the most sacred principles of international law.
But then, international law has been dead since the US/NATO war on the
Serbian people, so this is hardly “news”...

Does all this not look boringly familiar?

Does this bizarre mix of Neocons, gerontocrats and deepstaters really, sincerely,
believe that this time around they will “win” (however you define that)?!

More relevantly — has this recipe ever worked in the past? I would say that if we
accept, for argument’s sake, that the goal is to “restore democracy” then obviously
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“no”. But if the goal is to wreck a country, then it has worked, quite a few times
indeed.

Next, a few misplaced hopes

I am getting a lot of emails suggesting that Russia might do in Venezuela what she
did in Syria. Let me immediately tell you that this is not going to happen. Yes, there
are a lot of Russians in Venezuela, but the “Russians are not coming”. For one thing, I
will never cease to repeat that the Russian intervention in Syria was a very small one,
and that even if this small force proved formidable, it was really acting primarily as a
force multiplier for the Iranians, Hezbollah and the Syrian government forces. And
yet, even the deployment of this very small force necessitated a huge logistics effort
from Russia whose military (being a purely defensive one) is simply not structured for
long-distance power projection. Syria is about 1000km from Russia. Venezuela is
about 10 times (!) further. Yes, I know,a few Tu-160 visited the country twice now and
there are Russian advisors in the country and the Venezuelans have a few pretty good
Russian weapons systems. But here, again, this is a game of numbers. Limited
numbers of Russian-made combat aircraft (fixed and rotary wing), air defense missiles
or even large numbers of advanced MANPADs or assault rifles won't do the trick
against a determined US-Colombian invasion. Finally, there is no Venezuelan
equivalent to Iran or Hezbollah (an outside ally and friend) which would be capable
and willing to deploy real combat forces for actual, sustained combat against the
invader.

Next comes terrain. Yes, much of Venezuela is difficult to access, but not for
jungle-experienced forces which both the US military and the Colombians have.
Furthermore, there is absolutely no need to invade the entire country to topple the
legitimate government. For that all you need is to control is a few key facilities in a
few key locations and you are done. For example, I don't see the USAF or USN
wasting any time in air-to-air combat against the (few) Venezuelan Sukhois - they will
simply destroy them in their hangars along with their runways and air combat
management radars and command posts. So the terrain will not prevent the Empire
of suppressing Venezuelan air defenses and as soon as this is done, you can expect the
usual mix of bomb and missile strikes which will create chaos, wreck command and
control capabilities and, basically, disorganize much of the military. Finally, US forces
in Colombia and USN ships off the Venezuelan coast will enjoy a safe harbor from
which to launch as many strikes as they want.
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Next, hopes that Russia and China will somehow resuscitate the Venezuelan
economy are also ill-founded. First, neither country is interested in pouring money
into a bottomless pit. It is one thing to sign contracts which are likely to eventually
produce a return on investment and quite another to dump money into a bottomless
pit (as the US and Europe have found out in the Ukraine). Second, the Venezuelan
economy is so deeply enmeshed in the US-UK run international financial system that
neither China nor Russia can do anything about it. That is not to say that US
sanctions, subversion and sabotage did not play a major role in the collapse of the
Venezuelan economy, they sure did, but it is equally true (at least to Russian
specialists) that many of the Chavista reforms were botched, a lot of them were a case
of too little too late, and that it will take years to refloat the Venezuelan economy.

Finally, we are comparing apples to oranges here: the task of the AngloZionists is to
destroy the Venezuelan economy while the Chinese and Russian task would be, at least
in theory, to rescue it. Destroying is so much easier than building, that the entire
comparison is logically flawed and fundamentally unfair.

I really mean no offense to the supporters of Hugo Chavez and his ideals (I very
much include myself in this category) but anybody who has been to, or near,
Venezuela will tell you that destitute Venezuelans are not only running out of the
country in large numbers, but they also contribute to destabilize the neighboring
states. So we should have no Pollyannish notions about all the reports about the
economic and social collapse in Venezuela as only “US propaganda”. Sadly, much of it
is true even if often exaggerated, lopsided and missing all the very real successes of the
Chavez reforms, hence the continuous popular support, in spite of it all, the Maduro
government continues to enjoy. Still, the overall picture is very bleak and it will take
Venezuela consistent and correct action to recover from the current plight.

So is there still hope? Yes, absolutely!

I recently replied the following to a friend asking me about a possible Russian
intervention in Venezuela “I place my own hopes not in the Venezuelan military, or in
Chinese or Russian help, but on the amazing ability of the US Americans to f** up. At
the end of the day, that is our biggest ally: the US stupidity, ignorance, arrogance and
cowardice".

Think of what currently passes as a “policy” of the USA in Venezuela as a
diagnostic tool.
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Not just to diagnose the moral degeneracy and mental pathology of the leaders of
the AngloZionist Empire, but also to diagnose the very real state of despair and chaos
of the Empire itself. Under Obama, for all his faults and weaknesses, the US
succeeded in subverting a list of crucial Latin American countries (like Brazil or
Argentina) but now, with Mr MAGA, it can’t even do that. The kind of antics we see
from the Pompeo, Bolton & Abrams gang is amazing in its crudeness and, frankly,
makes a supposed “indispensable nation” look absolutely ridiculous. These losers
already had to fold several times, in spite of equally hyperbolic threats delivered with
maximal gravitas (think DPRK here), and yet they still think that crude bullying
methods can yield success. They cant. Immense firepower is not a substitute for

brains.

In its short and blood-soaked history, the USA has pretty much always acted like
some criminal enterprise run by brutal gangsters, but in the past some of these
gangsters could be extremely well educated and intelligent (think James Baker here).
Today, their guns are still lying around (albeit in various states of disrepair), but they
are wielded by ignorant retards. Yes, ignorant retards with guns can be very
dangerous, but they can never be effective!

Conclusion

Right now the US, backed by its various colonies and vassal states, appears to be
ready to deliver a death blow to Venezuela and, truth be told, they might be able to do
just that. But, for whatever it is worth, my gut feeling is that they will fail again, even
against the weakest countries of the Axis of Resistance. That is not to say that
Venezuela is not in a heap of critical problems. But I believe that in spite of being in a
critical condition, Venezuela will be able to bounce back, just like Syria did. After all,
the Syrian example proves that it *is* possible to resist a superior invading force while
at the same time successfully engaging in critically needed reforms. Yes, today’s
Caracas is in very bad shape, but the city of Aleppo was in a much worse shape until it
was liberated, and now quasi-normal life has returned to it (in sharp contrast to the
US liberated devastated city of Raqqa which still lies in ruins). Yankees (to use the

usual Latin-American expression) are just like their Israeli overlords: they are capable
of devastating violence but they have no staying power: if things don’t go their way
fast, really fast, they run and barricade themselves somewhere faraway from danger.
In our case, they might even do what they did in Iraq and Afghanistan: build
obscenely huge embassies, create a special zone around them, and sit tight while the
country is engulfed in a bloody civil war. This way, they can provide CNN & Co. with
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footage of a “peaceful neighborhood” while still claiming that the Stars and Stripes are
still proudly flying high over the enemy’s capital and that “these colors don't run”. This
would be a disastrous outcome for the Venezuelan nation and this is why we all have
to try to prevent this, by speaking out before the US further wrecks yet another
country.

Hopefully the memory of past completely failed, humiliating and bloody invasions
will convince the right people at the Pentagon to do whatever it takes to prevent the
US from launching yet another stupid and immoral war of choice on behalf of the
Neocons.

The Saker
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Saker interview with Michael Hudson on Venezuela, February
7,2019

February 06, 2019

Introduction: There is a great deal of controversy about the true shape of the
Venezuelan economy and whether Hugo Chavez’ and Nicholas Maduro’s reform and
policies were crucial for the people of Venezuela or whether they were completely
misguided and precipitated the current crises. Anybody and everybody seems to have
very strong held views about this. But I don’t simply because I lack the expertise to have
any such opinions. So I decided to ask one of the most respected independent economists
out there, Michael Hudson, for whom I have immense respect and whose analyses
(including those he co-authored with Paul Craig Roberts) seem to be the most credible

and honest ones you can find. In fact, Paul Craig Roberts considers Hudson the “best
economist in the world*“!

I am deeply grateful to Michael for his replies which, I hope, will contribute to a
honest and objective understanding of what really is taking place in Venezuela.
The Saker

The Saker: Could you summarize the state of Venezuela’s economy when Chavez
came to power?

Michael Hudson: Venezuela was an oil monoculture. Its export revenue was spent
largely on importing food and other necessities that it could have produced at home.
Its trade was largely with the United States. So despite its oil wealth, it ran up foreign
debt.

From the outset, U.S. oil companies have feared that Venezuela might someday use
its oil revenues to benefit its overall population instead of letting the U.S. oil industry
and its local comprador aristocracy siphon off its wealth. So the oil industry - backed
by U.S. diplomacy - held Venezuela hostage in two ways.

First of all, oil refineries were not built in Venezuela, but in Trinidad and in the
southern U.S. Gulf Coast states. This enabled U.S. oil companies - or the U.S.
Government - to leave Venezuela without a means of “going it alone” and pursuing an
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independent policy with its oil, as it needed to have this oil refined. It doesn't help to
have oil reserves if you are unable to get this oil refined so as to be usable.

Second, Venezuela’s central bankers were persuaded to pledge their oil reserves and
all assets of the state oil sector (including Citgo) as collateral for its foreign debt. This
meant that if Venezuela defaulted (or was forced into default by U.S. banks refusing to
make timely payment on its foreign debt), bondholders and U.S. oil majors would be
in a legal position to take possession of Venezuelan oil assets.

These pro-U.S. policies made Venezuela a typically polarized Latin American
oligarchy. Despite being nominally rich in oil revenue, its wealth was concentrated in
the hands of a pro-U.S. oligarchy that let its domestic development be steered by the
World Bank and IME The indigenous population, especially its rural racial minority
as well as the urban underclass, was excluded from sharing in the country’s oil wealth.
The oligarchy’s arrogant refusal to share the wealth, or even to make Venezuela self-
sufficient in essentials, made the election of Hugo Chavez a natural outcome.

The Saker: Could you outline the various reforms and changes introduced by
Hugo Chavez? What did he do right, and what did he do wrong?

Michael Hudson: Chavez sought to restore a mixed economy to Venezuela, using
its government revenue — mainly from oil, of course - to develop infrastructure and
domestic spending on health care, education, employment to raise living standards
and productivity for his electoral constituency.

What he was unable to do was to clean up the embezzlement and built-in rake-oft
of income from the oil sector. And he was unable to stem the capital flight of the
oligarchy, taking its wealth and moving it abroad — while running away themselves.

This was not “wrong”. It merely takes a long time to change an economy’s
disruption - while the U.S. is using sanctions and “dirty tricks” to stop that process.

The Saker: What are, in your opinion, the causes of the current economic crisis in
Venezuela - is it primarily due to mistakes by Chavez and Maduro or is the main
cause US sabotage, subversion and sanctions?

Michael Hudson: There is no way that's Chavez and Maduro could have pursued a
pro-Venezuelan policy aimed at achieving economic independence without inciting
fury, subversion and sanctions from the United States. American foreign policy
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remains as focused on oil as it was when it invaded Iraq under Dick Cheney’s regime.
U.S. policy is to treat Venezuela as an extension of the U.S. economy, running a trade
surplus in oil to spend in the United States or transfer its savings to U.S. banks.

By imposing sanctions that prevent Venezuela from gaining access to its U.S. bank
deposits and the assets of its state-owned Citco, the United States is making it
impossible for Venezuela to pay its foreign debt. This is forcing it into default, which
U.S. diplomats hope to use as an excuse to foreclose on Venezuela’s oil resources and
seize its foreign assets much as Paul Singer hedge fund sought to do with Argentina’s
foreign assets.

Just as U.S. policy under Kissinger was to make Chile’s “economy scream,” so the
US. is following the same path against Venezuela. It is using that country as a
“demonstration effect” to warn other countries not to act in their self-interest in any
way that prevents their economic surplus from being siphoned off by U.S. investors.

The Saker: What in your opinion should Maduro do next (assuming he stays in
power and the USA does not overthrow him) to rescue the Venezuelan economy?

Michael Hudson: I cannot think of anything that President Maduro can do that he
is not doing. At best, he can seek foreign support — and demonstrate to the world the
need for an alternative international financial and economic system.

He already has begun to do this by trying to withdraw Venezuelas gold from the
Bank of England and Federal Reserve. This is turning into “asymmetrical warfare,’
threatening to de-sanctify the dollar standard in international finance. The refusal of
England and the United States to grant an elected government control of its foreign
assets demonstrates to the entire world that U.S. diplomats and courts alone can and
will control foreign countries as an extension of U.S. nationalism.

The price of the U.S. economic attack on Venezuela is thus to fracture the global
monetary system. Maduros defensive move is showing other countries the need to
protect themselves from becoming “another Venezuela” by finding a new safe haven
and paying agent for their gold, foreign exchange reserves and foreign debt financing,
away from the dollar, sterling and euro areas.

The only way that Maduro can fight successfully is on the institutional level, upping
the ante to move “outside the box.” His plan - and of course it is a longer-term plan -
is to help catalyze a new international economic order independent of the U.S. dollar
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standard. It will work in the short run only if the United States believes that it can
emerge from this fight as an honest financial broker, honest banking system and
supporter of democratically elected regimes. The Trump administration is destroying

that illusion more thoroughly than any anti-imperialist critic or economic rival could
do!

Over the longer run, Maduro also must develop Venezuelan agriculture, along
much the same lines that the United States protected and developed its agriculture
under the New Deal legislation of the 1930s - rural extension services, rural credit,
seed advice, state marketing organizations for crop purchase and supply of
mechanization, and the same kind of price supports that the United States has long
used to subsidize domestic farm investment to increase productivity.

The Saker: What about the plan to introduce a oil-based crypto currency? Will
that be an effective alternative to the dying Venezuelan Bolivar?

Michael Hudson: Only a national government can issue a currency. A “crypto”
currency tied to the price of oil would become a hedging vehicle, prone to
manipulation and price swings by forward sellers and buyers. A national currency
must be based on the ability to tax, and Venezuela’s main tax source is oil revenue,
which is being blocked from the United States. So Venezuela’s position is like that of
the German mark coming out of its hyperinflation of the early 1920s. The only
solution involves balance-of-payments support. It looks like the only such support will
come from outside the dollar sphere.

The solution to any hyperinflation must be negotiated diplomatically and be
supported by other governments. My history of international trade and financial
theory, Trade, Develpoment and Foreign Debt, describes the German reparations
problem and how its hyperinflation was solved by the Rentenmark.

Venezuela’s economic-rent tax would fall on oil, and luxury real estate sites, as well
as monopoly prices, and on high incomes (mainly financial and monopoly income).
This requires a logic to frame such tax and monetary policy. I have tried to explain
how to achieve monetary and hence political independence for the past half-century.
China is applying such policy most effectively. It is able to do so because it is a large
and self-sufficient economy in essentials, running a large enough export surplus to pay
for its food imports. Venezuela is in no such position. That is why it is looking to
China for support at this time.
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The Saker: How much assistance do China, Russia and Iran provide and how
much can they do to help? Do you think that these three countries together can help
counter-act US sabotage, subversion and sanctions?

Michael Hudson: None of these countries have a current capacity to refine
Venezuelan oil. This makes it difficult for them to take payment in Venezuelan oil.
Only a long-term supply contract (paid for in advance) would be workable. And even
in that case, what would China and Russia do if the United States simply grabbed their
property in Venezuela, or refused to let Russia’s oil company take possession of Citco?
In that case, the only response would be to seize U.S. investments in their own country
as compensation.

At least China and Russia can provide an alternative bank clearing mechanism to
SWIFT, so that Venezuela can bypass the U.S. financial system and keep its assets from
being grabbed at will by U.S. authorities or bondholders. And of course, they can
provide safe-keeping for however much of Venezuela’s gold it can get back from New
York and London.

Looking ahead, therefore, China, Russia, Iran and other countries need to set up a
new international court to adjudicate the coming diplomatic crisis and its financial
and military consequences. Such a court - and its associated international bank as an
alternative to the U.S.-controlled IMF and World Bank - needs a clear ideology to
frame a set of principles of nationhood and international rights with power to

implement and enforce its judgments.

This would confront U.S. financial strategists with a choice: if they continue to treat
the IME, World Bank, ITO and NATO as extensions of increasingly aggressive U.S.
foreign policy, they will risk isolating the United States. Europe will have to choose
whether to remain a U.S. economic and military satellite, or to throw in its lot with
Eurasia.

However, Daniel Yergin reports in the Wall Street Journal (Feb. 7) that China is
trying to hedge its bets by opening a back-door negotiation with Guaido’s group,
apparently to get the same deal that it has negotiated with Maduro’s government. But
any such deal seems unlikely to be honored in practice, given U.S. animosity toward
China and Guaido’s total reliance on U.S. covert support.
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The Saker: Venezuela kept a lot of its gold in the UK and money in the USA. How
could Chavez and Maduro trust these countries or did they not have another choice?
Are there viable alternatives to New York and London or are they still the “only game
in town” for the world’s central banks?

Michael Hudson: There was never real trust in the Bank of England or Federal
Reserve, but it seemed unthinkable that they would refuse to permit an official
depositor from withdrawing its own gold. The usual motto is “Trust but verify.” But
the unwillingness (or inability) of the Bank of England to verify means that the
formerly unthinkable has now arrived: Have these central banks sold this gold forward
in the post-London Gold Pool and its successor commodity markets in their attempt
to keep down the price so as to maintain the appearance of a solvent U.S. dollar
standard.

Paul Craig Roberts has described how this system works. There are forward
markets for currencies, stocks and bonds. The Federal Reserve can offer to buy a stock
in three months at, say, 10% over the current price. Speculators will buy the stock,
bidding up the price, so as to take advantage of “the market’s” promise to buy the
stock. So by the time three months have passed, the price will have risen. That is
largely how the U.S. “Plunge Protection Team” has supported the U.S. stock market.

The system works in reverse to hold down gold prices. The central banks holding
gold can get together and offer to sell gold at a low price in three months. “The
market” will realize that with low-priced gold being sold, there’s no point in buying
more gold and bidding its price up. So the forward-settlement market shapes today’s
market.

The question is, have gold buyers (such as the Russian and Chinese government)
bought so much gold that the U.S. Fed and the Bank of England have actually had to
“make good” on their forward sales, and steadily depleted their gold? In this case, they
would have been “living for the moment,” keeping down gold prices for as long as they
could, knowing that once the world returns to the pre-1971 gold-exchange standard
for intergovernmental balance-of-payments deficits, the U.S. will run out of gold and
be unable to maintain its overseas military spending (not to mention its trade deficit
and foreign disinvestment in the U.S. stock and bond markets). My book on Super-
Imperialism explains why running out of gold forced the Vietnam War to an end. The
same logic would apply today to America’s vast network of military bases throughout
the world.
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Refusal of England and the US. to pay Venezuela means that other countries
official gold reserves can be held hostage to U.S. foreign policy, and even to judgments
by U.S. courts to award this gold to foreign creditors or to whoever might bring a
lawsuit under U.S. law against these countries.

This hostage-taking now makes it urgent for other countries to develop a viable
alternative, especially as the world de-dollarizes and a gold-exchange standard
remains the only way of constraining the military-induced balance of payments deficit
of the United States or any other country mounting a military attack. A military
empire is very expensive — and gold is a “peaceful” constraint on military-induced
payments deficits. (I spell out the details in my Super Imperialism: The Economic
Strategy of American Empire (1972), updated in German as Finanzimperium (2017).

The US. has overplayed its hand in destroying the foundation of the dollar-
centered global financial order. That order has enabled the United States to be “the
exceptional nation” able to run balance-of-payments deficits and foreign debt that it
has no intention (or ability) to pay, claiming that the dollars thrown off by its foreign
military spending “supply” other countries with their central bank reserves (held in
the form of loans to the U.S. Treasury — Treasury bonds and bills - to finance the U.S.
budget deficit and its military spending, as well as the largely military U.S. balance-of-
payments deficit.

Given the fact that the EU is acting as a branch of NATO and the U.S. banking
system, that alternative would have to be associated with the Shanghai Cooperation
Organization, and the gold would have to be kept in Russia and/or China.

The Saker: What can other Latin American countries such as Bolivia, Nicaragua,
Cuba and, maybe, Uruguay and Mexico do to help Venezuela?

Michael Hudson: The best thing neighboring Latin American countries can do is
to join in creating a vehicle to promote de-dollarization and, with it, an international
institution to oversee the writedown of debts that are beyond the ability of countries to
pay without imposing austerity and thereby destroying their economies.

An alternative also is needed to the World Bank that would make loans in domestic
currency, above all to subsidize investment in domestic food production so as to
protect the economy against foreign food-sanctions - the equivalent of a military siege
to force surrender by imposing famine conditions. This World Bank for Economic
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Acceleration would put the development of self-reliance for its members first, instead
of promoting export competition while loading borrowers down with foreign debt
that would make them prone to the kind of financial blackmail that Venezuela is

experiencing.

Being a Roman Catholic country, Venezuela might ask for papal support for a debt
write-down and an international institution to oversee the ability to pay by debtor
countries without imposing austerity, emigration, depopulation and forced
privatization of the public domain.

Two international principles are needed. First, no country should be obliged to pay
foreign debt in a currency (such as the dollar or its satellites) whose banking system
acts to prevents payment.

Second, no country should be obliged to pay foreign debt at the price of losing its
domestic autonomy as a state: the right to determine its own foreign policy, to tax and
to create its own money, and to be free of having to privatize its public assets to pay
foreign creditors. Any such debt is a “bad loan” reflecting the creditor’s own
irresponsibility or, even worse, pernicious asset grab in a foreclosure that was the
whole point of the loan.

The Saker: Thank you very much for taking the time to reply to my questions!
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The Tulsi Gabbard phenomenon as a diagnostic tool

February 15, 2019

Ever since Tulsi Gabbard announced that she will be running for President in 2020
her personality and candidacy have been a subject of heated debates and after I posted
a rather small message from her, I have been getting panicked emails warning me that

she is a fake and that I should not “jump on her bandwagon” or otherwise endorse her.

So, first and foremost, I am not - repeat NOT - endorsing her in any way shape or
fashion.

However, I do find her and what is taking place around her extremely interesting
and I want to look at it a little closer. This won't be a review or analysis of her ideas,
political platform or chance of getting elected. Neither will I try to read her mind and
do what so many other folks are doing and confidently declare that I know what her
true values, ideas or plans are. I don't.

But there are a few things which can already be observed about her which I want to
comment on.

First, one might imagine that she would be the *dream* candidate for the
Democratic Party: she is a female, she is not White, she has impeccable “patriotic”
credentials, she is obviously both very good looking and very smart, she does not have
any skeletons in her past (at least none that we know of for the time being) and she is
not associated with the notorious Clinton gang. So what’s there not to like about her if
you are a Democrat?

Well, as we all saw, the putatively “liberal” legacy Ziomedia hates Tulsi Gabbard
with a passion. Maybe not as much as that legacy Ziomedia hates Trump or Putin, but
still - the levels of hostility against her are truly amazing. This may seem bizarre until
you realize that, just like Donald Trump, Tulsi Gabbard has said all the right things
about Israel, but that this was not nearly “enough” to please the US Ziolobby. Check
out the kind of discussions about Gabbard which can be found in the Israeli and pro-
Israeli press:
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e https://www.haaretz.com/israel-news/.premium-tulsi-gabbard-the-pro-assad-

irag-war-vet-critical-of-israel-loved-by-adelson-evangelicals-1.6831029

* https://www.jpost.com/American-Politics/Democratic-presidential-contender-

Gabbard-supports-and-criticizes-Israel-577149

e https://www.jpost.com/American-Politics/Ex-KKK-head-David-Duke-praises-
Tulsi-Gabbard-because-she-wont-put-Israel-first-579917
* https://www.timesofisrael.com/democrat-gabbard-who-slammed-israel-for-

live-fire-use-in-gaza-to-run-in-2020/

e https://www.jns.org/record-at-a-glance-hawaii-rep-tulsi-gabbard-on-the-

middle-east-in-her-bid-for-president/

* https://www.jta.org/quick-reads/rep-tulsi-gabbard-who-met-syrian-president-

bashar-assad-announces-2020-presidential-bid

This is just a small sample of what I found with a quick search. It could be summed
up “Gabbard is not pro-Israel enough”. But is that really The Main Reason for such a
hostility towards her?

I don’t think so.

I believe that Gabbard’s real “ultimate sin” is that she is against foreign wars of
choice. That is really her Crime Of Crimes!

The AngloZionists wanted to tear Syria apart, break it up into small pieces, most of
which would be run by Takfiri crazies and Tulsi Gabbard actually dared to go and
speak to “animal Assad’, the (latest) “New Hitler”, who “gasses his own people”. And
this is an even worse crime, if such a thing can even be imagined! She dared to
*disobey* her AngloZionist masters.

So, apparently, opposing illegal wars and daring to disobey the Neocons are crimes
of such magnitude and evil that they deserve the hysterical Gabbard-bashing
campaign which we have witnessed in recent times. And even being non-Christian,
non-White, non-male and “liberal” does not in any way compensate for the heinous

nature of “crimes”.

What does this tell us about the real nature of the US society?

It is also interesting to note that the most vicious (and stupid) attacks against
Gabbard did *not* come from “conservative” media outlets or journalists. Not at all!
Most of the attacks, especially the more vicious ones, came from supposedly “liberal”
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sources, which tell us that in 2019 USA “liberals” do not refer to folks with liberal
ideas, but to folks who are hell-bent on imperialism and war; folks who don’t care one
bit about any real “liberal” values and who use a pseudo-liberal rhetoric to advocate
for war outside the USA and for a plutocratic dictatorship inside the USA.

As for Gabbard herself, she already managed to publicly back-peddle to one
obnoxious lobby (the homo lobby) on the issue of marriage (see here, here, here and

here) and I fully expect her to cave in to the Zio-lobby just like Trump has been doing
every day since he made it to the White House. Apparently, US public figures like
Gabbard and Trump still dont understand the simple fact that NO amount of
groveling will EVER appease the Neocons or the Ziolobby (see here for a perfect
example of that attitude from Commentary).
[Sidebar: this entire business about Rep. Ilhan Omar also illustrated
something very crucial to Donald Trump’s personality. Let me explain:

In the bad old days of the Soviet Union, one of the tricks used by the
prison/camp administration to break a prisoner (be he political or not) was
to stick him into a cell with the so-called “roosters”. In the slang of the
Russian criminal underworld, the “roosters” are the very lowest category of
prisoners (in what is a rather complex hierarchy): “roosters” are either
homosexuals, rapists, child molesters or men who have been down-ranked
(“lowered” in slang) to that status as a punishment for some kind of action
which the criminals consider reprehensible (like interacting with other
“roosters”, mistakenly sitting down next to one, not repaying a card-debt,
etc.). I won't go into all the details here, but suffice to say that one thing
which was well known in the Soviet jails/camps is that somebody who has
committed some kind of trespass can be “lowered” to the status of “rooster”
and that the prison/camp administration often uses these man as ‘combat
roosters” — they send them to attack and even rape some prisoner who needs
to be broken. And, needless to say, after you have been raped by such
“roosters” you yourself get that status for the rest of your life.

What Trump did in the case of Rep. Ilhan Omar is act like a “lowered
combat rooster”, sent to abuse somebody else on the behalf of the
prison/camp administration. Of all people, Trump ought to know that
accusations of anti-Semitism are absolutely, total hogwash. This is just a
verbal whip used by AIPAC/ADL/etc to beat up their opponents. In fact, all
Omar did was to say on Twitter that some members of Congress support
Israel because they are collecting money from Jewish groups like the

Page 72 of 645


https://www.commentarymagazine.com/anti-semitism/ilhan-omar-apology-unaccepted/?utm_source=ActiveCampaign&utm_medium=email&utm_content=Apology+Unaccepted&utm_campaign=Daily+newsletter+02%2F12%2F19
https://www.nbcnews.com/feature/nbc-out/rep-tulsi-gabbard-apologizes-past-anti-lgbtq-views-n959941
https://www.rollcall.com/news/campaigns/tulsi-gabbard-apologizes-for-past-anti-gay-activism-as-she-prepares-for-2020-race
https://www.nytimes.com/2019/01/17/us/politics/tulsi-gabbard-gay-lgbtq.html
https://www.cnn.com/2019/01/13/politics/kfile-tulsi-gabbard-lgbt/index.html

American Israel Public Affairs Committee (AIPAC). Duh?! Is that really
news to anybody? Even Trump himself mentioned that during this
campaign.

By the way, check out how Rep. Ilhan Omar grills that sorry SOB Abrams
here: http://thesaker.is/rep-ilhan-omar-vs-elliott-abrams/ . This young lady
clearly has more courage and integrity than all her colleagues taken together!

But the Neocons have now “lowered” Trump to the status of “rooster” and he
now is acting like a willing “‘combat rooster” for those who “lowered” him to
that status, which makes Trump the worst and most despised kind of
“rooster”: one who willingly serves his own rapists. See for yourself:

https://voutu.be/liwF 8r-MCg

The amazing thing is that Trump seems to be completely oblivious to how
utterly dishonorable, spineless, subservient, weak and cowardly he looks
every time he tries to so crudely brown-nose the Neocons. Apparently being
a narcissist does not include the ability to be aware of how others might see
you.]

In fact, one of two things are most likely to happen next:

1. Tulsi Gabbard remains true to her ideals and views and she gets no money for
her campaign

2. Tulsi Gabbard caves in to the Neocons and the Deep State and she become
another Obama/Trump

Okay, in theory, a third option is possible (never say never!) but I see that as highly
unlikely: Tulsi Gabbard follows in the footsteps of Trump and gets elected in spite of a
massive media hate-campaign against her and once she makes it to the White House
she does what Trump failed to do and appeals directly to the people of the USA to
back her in a ruthless campaign to “drain the swamp” (meaning showing the door to
the Neocons and their Deep State). This is what Putin did, at least partially, when he
came to power, by the way. Frankly, for all her very real qualities she does not strike
me as a “US Putin” nor does she have the kind of institutional and popular backing
Putin had. So while I will never say never, I am not holding my breath on this one...

Finally, if Gabbard truly is “for real” then the Deep State will probably “Kennedy”
her and blame Russia or Iran for it.
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Still, while we try to understand what, if anything, Tulsi Gabbard could do for the
world, she does do good posting messages like this one:

https://voutu.be/e_ uRUsBYIpk

I don’t know about you, but I am rather impressed!

At the very least, she does what “Occupy Wall Street” did with its “1%” which was
factually wrong. The actual percentage was much lower but politically very effective.
In this case, Gabbard speaks of both parties being alike and she popularizes concepts
like “warmongers in ivory towers thinking up new wars to wage and new places for
people to die®. 'This is all very good and useful for the cause of peace and anti-
imperialism because when crimethink concepts become mainstream, then the
mainstream is collapsing!

The most important achievement of Tulsi Gabbard, at least so far, has been to prove
that the so-called “liberals” don’t give a damn about race, don't give a damn about
gender, don’t give a damn about minorities, don’t give a damn about “thanking our
veterans~ or anything else. They don’t even care about Israel all that much. But what
they do care about is power, Empire and war. That they *really* care about. Tulsi
Gabbard is the living proof that the US Democrats and other pretend “liberals” are hell
bent on power, empire and war. They also will stop at nothing to prevent the USA
from (finally!) becoming a “normal” country and they couldn't care less about the fate
of the people of the USA. All they want is for us all to become their serfs.

All of this is hardly big news. But this hysterical reaction to Gabbard’s candidacy is
a very powerful and useful proof of the fact that the USA is a foreign-occupied
country with no real sovereignty or democracy. As for the US media, it would make
folks like Suslov or Goebbels green with envy. Be it the ongoing US aggression against

Venezuela or the reaction to the Tulsi Gabbard phenomenon, the diagnostics concur
and we can use the typical medical euphemism and say with confidence: “the
prognosis is poor”.

The Saker
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The Saker interviews Jorge Valero, Ambassador
Extraordinary and Plenipotentiary of the Bolivarian Republic
of Venezuela

February 19, 2019

I am continuing to try to understand what is really happening in Venezuela by talking
to those who actually know and, following my interview with Michael Hudson, today it

is my immense privilege and honor to present you with a full interview I had with His
Excellency Mr. Jorge Valero, Ambassador Extraordinary and Plenipotentiary, Permanent
Representative of the Bolivarian Republic of Venezuela to the United Nations Office and
other international organizations in Geneva.

I am immensely grateful to Ambassador Valero for taking the time to answer my
questions in extenso just a few days away from what might well turn out to be a US false
flag or even invasion of Venezuela (promised to all by Trump and Guaido for the 23rd of
February). May God grant him and the Venezuelan people the wisdom, courage and
strength to defeat the Empire!

The Saker

The Saker: My first question is about you personally. There is a Wikipedia entry
under your name (https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Jorge Valero) but since Wikipedia

is, at best, a hit-and-miss kind of source, what could you tell our readers about
yourself which they ought to know before we turn to the issue of the current situation
in Venezuela?

Ambassador Valero: I was born in Valera, State of Trujillo, Venezuela on

November 8, 1946. I graduated from the University of Los Andes (ULA, for its
acronym in Spanish) as a historian. I did my graduate studies at the University College
London, in Latin American Studies. I am an expert in diplomatic archives. I was an
undergraduate professor at the University of Los Andes and a graduate professor at the
Central University of Venezuela (UCV, for its acronym in Spanish). I was elected as a
Congressman to the Legislative Assembly of the State of Trujillo, and later
Congressman to the National Congress. I was Venezuelas Ambassador to the Korean
Republic. When, President Chavez, was elected in 1998; he appointed me as Deputy
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Minister of Foreign Affairs. I presided over the Presidential Commission appointed by
President Chavez, which was in charge of organizing the II OPEC Summit, in Caracas
on September 2000. I have been Ambassador - Permanent Representative of
Venezuela to the OAS; the UN - New York and currently to the UNOG. I have written
a literary work in various genres. More than 20 essays; poetry; diplomacy and social-
political analysis. Dozens of national and international conferences.

The Saker: One of the major efforts of Hugo Chavez was to establish a number of
multi-lateral frameworks and agreements like the ALBA, CELAC, UNASUR, and
projects like the SUCRE, the Petrocaribe, TeleSSUR and PetroSUR. How effective
have these frameworks and projects been in supporting the Venezuelan struggle
against US imperialism? Do you feel that these entities are playing a helpful role or
not?

Ambassador Valero: Hugo Chavez was a paradigm of Latin American and
Caribbean integration. In this regard, he was a key factor in the creation of ALBA,
UNASUR, CELAC, PETROCARIBE, and TELESUR. Chdvez reclaimed the
integrationist ideology of our Liberator Simén Bolivar, who prosed the creation of “La
Patria Grande, Nuestroamericana” (Our Great American Homeland), to defend the
interests of our peoples and face any foreign threat raising the flags of unity, peace,
sovereignty and self-determination of the peoples. PETROCARIBE is a solidary
initiative in favor of developing countries, notably, the countries of our Caribbean
surroundings that benefit from an oil bill with discounts and with long payment
terms. Chavez has also been a paradigm in the promotion of a multi-polar world,
where foreign affairs are founded by sovereign equality of States, overcoming the
decaying North American Empire unilateralism. Thus, the Empire’s fury has been
unleashed against the Bolivarian Revolution: coups détat, oil sabotage, the promotion
of violence and terrorism against the Venezuelan people. Hence, the continuous coup
détat promoted by the supremacist-racist-xenophobic and war-mongering
government of Donald Trump that aims to impose a governing puppet and the threats
of a military invasion in our homeland, which are part of the above-described context.

Hugo Chavez advocated for a new type and renewed multilateralism. Respect for
the founding principles of international law and the Charter of the United Nations.
Multilateralism is disrupted by Trump’s government, which has disregarded universal
agreements on climate change; withdrawn from both UNESCO and the Human
Rights Council; disregarded the agreement on the peaceful use of atomic energy with
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Iran, (signed by USA, Germany, France, United Kingdom, China and the European
Union); retraced the path to normalizing the bilateral relations with Cuba; unleashed a
commercial war against China, and threatens the Russian Federation with an atomic
war in his dispute to control outer space. Vis-a-vis those reckless and aggressive
policies that threaten human existence, it is necessary to raise the flags of
multilateralism even higher.

The Saker: The Empire has created the so-called “Lima Group” which is just a
typical trick to bypass the UN or legitimate regional organizations. This is exactly
what the USA did with the so-called “friends of Syria,” and the goal is the same: to
overthrow a democratically elected legitimate government and replace it with a
vassal puppet regime. Yet countries like Argentina, Brazil, Chile, Colombia, Costa
Rica, Guatemala, Honduras, Panama, Paraguay, and Peru all agreed to participate
in this anti-Venezuelan farce. How do you explain such a betrayal by so many of
these Latin American countries? Does their agreement to betray Venezuela and
serve the Empire’s interest not show that these states have no real sovereignty or
foreign policy and that they are all de-facto US colonies?

Ambassador Valero: Certainly, the self-proclaimed “Lima Group” is a cartel made
up of satellite governments of the imperial government to break Latin American and
Caribbean unity, and, due to the failure of using the Ministry of the Colonies, which is
the OAS, to isolate Venezuela in this organization. The empire and its minions
couldn’t approve Article 20 of the Inter-American Democratic Charter of the
Permanent Council of the OAS and resorted to the United Nations Security Council,
where they also failed. The creation of puppet governments by the US is not new. It
has happened in Iraq, Iran, Libya, and Syria. The puppets imposed in those countries
where supported by armed terrorist groups, including mercenary armies trained and
financed from abroad.

Nevertheless, in Venezuela, the puppet has no support from the people nor the
military, since in our country there is a consistent and patriotic civilian-military
alliance, which guarantees and will guarantee -come what may- the defense of the
sovereign and sacred jurisdiction of Simon Bolivar’s homeland. The US satellite
governments against Venezuela are a minority even in Latin America and the
Caribbean. Of the 193 countries that make up the United Nations only 34 support the
puppet, which translates into 17.6%; a single country in Africa and there are 54; one
in Oceania and there are 15; one in the Middle East and there are 16. 15 countries in
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Europe, and there are 50; and 16 countries in Latin America and the Caribbean and
there are 35. You are right, the satellite countries that follow the Empire’s orders have
no autonomous and sovereign foreign policy. Some of these governments, particularly
in Latin America, are presided by people that have a criminal background: drug
trafficking, corruption, genocide, para-militarism, sexual offenses. Some are the result
of a coup détat.

The Saker: Another interesting initiative was the creation of Petro-
cryptocurrency. Now with the inflation making the Bolivar almost useless, how
effective do you believe this alternative currency is to 1) bypass US sanctions and
sabotage and 2) serve as an alternative currency to help the Venezuelan economy
recover from its current plight?

Ambassador Valero: The Petro-cryptocurrency was created to free us from the
tyranny of the US dollar in the international financial market. Therefore, Trump’s
government has established Draconian measures to block the flow of this
cryptocurrency. Incidentally, the economic war and the unilateral coercive measures
bring about galloping inflation, migration and relocation of people abroad. We are
blocked from accessing the capital markets. They rob the Venezuelan State’s property
in the US. They kidnap the Venezuelan State’s bank accounts in that country. The
unilateral coercive measures and the sanctions cause, as expressed by the former UN
Independent Expert, Alfred de Zayas, death and suffering; measures against
international law and the Charter of the United Nations and deny the Venezuelan
people their human rights. The United Nations Special Rapporteur on unilateral
coercive measures, Idriss Jazairy acknowledged this.

The Saker: Russia and China have been working on an alternative to the SWIFT.
Is that something the Venezuelan government is also looking into?

Ambassador Valero: Experts from China and Russia provide expert advice to the
Venezuelan State to successfully overcome the financial blockage and criminal
sanctions of Trump’s government.

The Saker: What can you tell us about the current state of the Venezuelan
petrochemicals industry? Now that the US has stolen 7 BILLION dollars belonging
to PDVSA, how can the PDVSA continue to operate after being robbed from such a
huge sum of money? At what levels is Venezuela currently producing and refining
oil?
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Ambassador Valero: The damage caused to the Venezuelan economy surpasses 35
billion dollars in the blockade of assets and accounts. They try to rob the Venezuelan
peoples from the company CITGO that operates in Dallas, Texas that distributes
gasoline and fuels to thousands of gas stations in the US East Coast. The Bolivarian
government will undertake all the necessary legal actions to avoid that the Trump
government steals the national patrimony. PDVSA, our national oil company, is
completely deployed to guarantee the production, distribution, and commercialization
of our crude oil. We have found new partners in the hydrocarbon’s market in the
world, mainly, China, Russia, India, and Turkey.

The Saker: Since the US-backed coup attempt by Guaido, there has been
remarkably little actual violence in the streets of Venezuela, and all the signs point to
the fact that Guaido does not have the support of a majority of the people. Yet he
sure does have enough support within some sectors of the Venezuelan society (the
kind of folks who go and protest against Nicolas Maduro while carrying US flags).
How did the government succeed in preventing that minority from doing in
Venezuela what was done in Libya and Syria: instigate enough violence to justify a
“humanitarian” foreign intervention? In Kiev, there were snipers shooting at both
the security forces and the protesters (which also happened in Caracas in 2002 I
believe), and I was expecting that to happen in Caracas, but it did not (at least so
far). How do you explain this?

Ambassador Valero: Since the National Constituent Assembly was elected, peace
reigns in the republic.

The puppet that the US aims to impose has neither the people nor the military’s
support to disrupt public peace. In general, in Venezuela, there is peace and
tranquility. The Venezuelan people love peace. Peace is an essential part of State
policies. Nevertheless, terrorist and violent groups financed from abroad, especially,
the USA and Colombia act in popular districts in some cities in the country. The
puppet and the puppeteer, Trump’s government, try to disrupt public peace. They call
to destroy the democratic rule of law and justice in Venezuela. They refuse to dialogue
and promote intolerance and violence. The puppet asks the puppeteer to send US
troops to invade our homeland. Infertile calls since our people remain ready to defend
our participatory and protagonist democracy, as well as, the democratic institutions.

Trump’s government tries to reproduce the format that the Empire used in Syria
and Libya: a parallel transition government. They prepare mercenaries in neighboring
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countries to foray in the national territory. They aimed to use the OAS and the Human
Rights Council. Remember that Libya was expelled from the Human Rights Council
through a Resolution, which was later confirmed by the UN General Assembly
immediately after a Resolution was approved in the Security Council, which approved
the creation of a no-fly zone. What followed is well known: cask missiles against Libya
that caused thousands of deaths and destruction in civilian and military
infrastructure. Trump’s government wants to implement the same strategy against
Venezuela. He has called upon the Security Council to validate his objective for a
military invasion in Venezuela. Fortunately, for both world and regional peace, the
governments of Russia and China declared that they would use their right to veto in
the UN Security Council to block such criminal objective.

Peace in our region is crucial. CELAC proclaimed Latin America and the
Caribbean as a zone of peace. A military invasion from Trumps government in
Venezuela will have continental and worldwide consequences. President Nicolas
Maduro affirmed that a Yankee invasion would create a new Vietnam.

The Saker: Does Venezuela feel sufficiently supported at the UN in general and at
the UNSC specifically by Russia and China or do you feel that Venezuela needs more
help from these countries?

Ambassador Valero: Russia and China are Venezuela’s strategic allies. With these
two military, commercial, and technological powers we have cooperation agreements
in many fields. Likewise, Venezuela has abundant solidarity, backing and support from
most of the countries in the world.

On January 26, 2019, Trump’s government intended to condemn Venezuela in the
Security Council. They ran off with their tails between their legs, since no resolution
was approved against our country. Most of the permanent and non-permanent
members of this Council rejected the interventionist objective, and, contrarily
approved to promote dialogue among Venezuelans. We are in a condition to overcome
motu proprio our challenges. The dialogue between the government and the
opposition, without preconditions, is the path to follow. Henceforth, our government
has enthusiastically supported the “Montevideo Mechanism” proposed by the
governments of Mexico, Uruguay, Bolivia and the member countries of CARICOM.

The Saker: It is pretty obvious that Mr. Guaido has committed a number of
violations of the Venezuelan law ranging from calling for an illegal demonstration to
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being involved in an anti-constitutional coup attempt. In a normal situation, that
man ought to be legally charged and prosecuted for his crimes (including, in my
opinion, subversion and treason). Yet the USA threatened to go to war against
Venezuela (aka “serious consequences®) if Guaido is arrested which, by itself, is a

gross violation of international law and of the UN Charter. What can, in your
opinion, the Venezuelan government do to restore law and order without risking
providing a pretext for a US invasion?

Ambassador Valero: The puppet has continuously violated the Bolivarian
Constitution. Likewise, he disregarded the fundamental tenets of international law
and the Charter of the United Nations. The Venezuelan State is made up of five
powers. If something has to be characterized, the Bolivarian government is a devoted
defender of the independence of each of those powers. It will be the National
Constituent Assembly and the Public Ministry who will make the necessary decisions.
And you are right: these are crimes of subversion and treason. Breaking democratic
legality and wrongfully usurping functions should not be tolerated.

The puppet’s permanent calls for violence and destabilization, his self-proclamation
in a street in Caracas, and his call for a foreign military intervention place him against
all national and international law. This makes him a criminal that should be punished
with the force of the Venezuelan laws.

The Saker: Speaking of a possible US invasion - do you believe that these are just
the usual empty threats of Donald Trump or do you think that there is actually a real
risk of overt US military aggression against your country? How about the covert
aggression already taking place? What can you tell us about US/Colombian (some
say Israeli?) covert operations against Venezuela?

Ambassador Valero: Donald Trump’s threats are not empty. The aggression is in
full swing. Trump is the bombastic spokesman of war and foreign intervention. His
threats are part of the Empire’s recolonizing goals. The government of Uncle Sam’s
nation and its allies and lackeys impose neoliberal policies on the peoples of the world.
Trump dusted off the Monroe Doctrine and the Roosevelt Corollary. It recruits and
trains mercenaries in its military bases in Colombia. He prepares his arsenal to wage
war against Venezuela. This is why we should turn a blind eye to provocations. The
governments of the US and Colombia are experts in creating false positives.
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We insist: the threat of a military foray by the empire is a possibility that should not
be ruled out. Both our people and our National Bolivarian Armed Forces (FANB, for
its acronym in Spanish) are prepared to react with heroism and determination in case
of such an event. Patriotism has rekindled as never before in history. We are ready to
guarantee our definite independence.

Venezuela became the subject of discussion in the whole world. Our natural wealth,
our geographic location in the American hemisphere, our political tenet of building a
model of society where social justice prevails, our relations of solidarity and
cooperation with the other countries of the world, our firm decision of being a free
and sovereign country, emancipated from all sorts of domination make us —as people
say- the crown jewel.

The Saker: 1t is pretty clear that the Israelis have never forgiven Hugo Chavez for
speaking up for Palestinian rights and for openly denouncing Israeli policies. As far
as you know, are the Israelis currently involved in anti-Venezuelan activities
including economic sabotage, political subversion, covert operations, etc.? How
relevant is Israel in what is going on today?

Ambassador Valero: The Israeli government has nothing to forgive us for. Our
condition of sovereign country grants us the right to decide how we relate to other
countries in the world. Defending the Palestinian cause is in the center of our foreign
policy. We denounce in multilateral for Israel’s genocide against the Palestinian people.
Demanded the cessation of the occupation of the Gaza Strip, to end the extermination
policy of Israel against Palestine and the Occupied Arab Territories. We recognize
Palestine as a free and sovereign country with which we hold strong bonds of
cooperation. There lies Israel’s hatred against the Bolivarian Revolution. It is no news
that this government is involved in the interventionist plans against our country. The
Israeli government bets on the overthrowing of President Nicolds Maduro, by Donald
Trump’s government. It has recognized his puppet.

The Saker: Finally, what is your guess as to what will happen in the short-term to
mid-term future? Do you believe that the Guiado coup has already failed or do you
believe that this was only a temporary setback for the Empire and that now we will
see more and further attempts at crushing the Bolivarian revolution in Venezuela
and the rest of Latin America?
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Ambassador Valero: The civilian-military union is categorically defeating the coup
détat. Nevertheless, the empire will not stop in its destabilizing and coup-mongering
pretentions against the Bolivarian Revolution. As it has been demonstrated, our
people are inspired by the legacy of our liberators and the supreme commander Hugo
Chavez Frias. And at the avant-garde of the fight for our sovereignty and self-
determination is President Nicolds Maduro. Chavismo is the new face of being
Venezuelan.

The Venezuelan people will resist with heroism and patriotic spirit the constant
siege of Trumps government. The Bolivarian Revolution conceived a new nation
project, which aims to obtain happiness, equality, equity, freedom, and brotherhood of
all Venezuelans. These are inherent principles of our democracy and the Venezuelan
way of socialism.

The Venezuelan people have resisted with dignity and stoicism the terrible
conditions it has been subjected to due to the imperial pretensions impeding the
advance of our revolutionary process. No foreign power and its domestic pawns will
be able to stop the triumphal march of the Bolivarian Revolution.

The Saker:Your Excellency, thank you for granting me this interview!

Page 83 of 645



Maduro 1: Abrams 0: but this match is far from over...

February 28, 2019

Maduro wins the first round

The standoff between Venezuela and the AngloZionist Empire last week-end has
clearly ended in what can only be called a total defeat for Elliott Abrams. While we
will never know what was initially planned by the demented minds of the Neocons,
what we do know is that nothing critical happened: no invasion, not even any major
false flag operation. The most remarkable facet of the standoff is how little effect all
the AngloZionist propaganda has had inside Venezuela. There were clashes, including
some rather violent ones, across the border, but nothing much happened in the rest of
the country. Furthermore, while a few senior officers and a few soldiers did commit
treason and joined forces with the enemy, the overwhelming majority of the
Venezuelan military remained faithful to the Constitution. Finally, it appears that
Maduro and his ministers were successful in devising a strategy combining
roadblocks, a concert on the Venezuelan side, and the minimal but effective use of riot
police to keep the border closed. Most remarkably, “unidentified snipers” did not
appear to shoot at both sides (a favorite tactic of the Empire to justify its
interventions). I give the credit for this to whatever Venezuelan (or allied) units were
in charge of counter-sniper operations along the border.

Outside Venezuela this first confrontation has also been a defeat for the Empire.
Not only did most countries worldwide not recognize the AngloZionist puppet, but
the level of protest and opposition to what appeared to be the preparations for a
possible invasion (or, at least, a military operation of some kind) was remarkably high,
while the legacy corporate Ziomedia did what it always does (that is whatever the
Empire wants it to do), the Internet and the blogosphere were overwhelmingly
opposed to a direct US intervention. This situation also created a great deal of internal
political tensions in various Latin American countries whose public opinion remains
strongly opposed to any form of US imperial control over Latin America.

In this respect, the situation with Brazil is particularly interesting. While the
Brazilian government fully backed the US coup attempt, the Brazilian military was
most uncomfortable with this. My contacts in Brazil had correctly predicted that the
Brazilian military would refuse to attack Venezuela and, eventually, the Brazilians even
issued a statement to that effect.
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Alas, there are still plenty of US puppet regimes in Latin America to mindlessly do
whatever Uncle Shmuel wants them to (Colombia would be the worst offender, of
course, but there are others). But that is not the main problem here.

The main problem is that the Neocons cannot accept defeat and that they are likely
to do what they always do, double down and make a bad situation even worse. The
head of the Russian Security Council, Nikolai Patrushev, has warned that the US has
deployed special forces in Colombia and Puerto Rico in preparation for a possible

invasion. Uncharacteristically, the Russian Ministry of Foreign Affairs made
intelligence information public, which described in some detail what kind of plans the
Empire and its allies had, even before this past week-end’s confrontation. See for
yourself:

https://youtu.be/UhwjgqH4c04

In fact, the leaders of the Empire and their puppets are not making any secrets
about their determination to overthrow the constitutional government and replace it
with the kind of comprador regime the US already imposed in Colombia. Pompeo,
Abrams and Pence have been particularly hysterical in their threats, but the entire
“Lima Group” is still at it:

https://youtu.be/f66qrnNwdUE

As for the Russian UN Ambassador, he was very clear on what Russia expects to
happen next:

https://youtu.be/5Gmf5jx8KuY

The Neocons are not even content to threaten Venezuela, and John Bolton could
not help himself and publicly threatened Nicaragua as being next in line for a US-

sponsored regime change. He even spoke of a “Troika of Tyranny” reminiscent of the

famous “Axis of Evil®

This is all hardly surprising: US politicians always resort to infantile comic-book
kind of language when they want to give their threats a special gravitas. Next we will
be told that Maduro is a “New Hitler” and that he is “genociding his own people’,
possibly with chemical weapons (“highly likely”, no doubt!). If not that, then Maduro
will be disributing Viagra to his forces to help them rape more women. To those

puzzled by the fact that presumably adult politicians use the kind of language one
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could find in grade school, I can only say that this just reflects the state of the political
discourse in the USA, which has been dumbed-down to an incredibly low level. Be
careful, however, because while US politicians are rather comical in their infantile,
ignorant, illiteracy, and while they have an almost perfect record of embarrassing
failures, the past decades have also shown that they are quite capable of murderous
rampages (in Iraq alone the US invasion resulted in over one million dead Iraqi
civilians) or of wrecking even a very prosperous country (which Libya under
Muammar Gaddafi definitely was).

Next, the Empire will probably strike-back

There is a small chance that Abrams & Co. will conclude that the situation in
Venezuela is a total mess and that the Empire cannot capitalize on it in the short to
middle term. This is possible, yes, but also highly unlikely.

The truth is that Mr MAGA and his Neocon puppet-masters have failed, at least so
far at absolutely everything they tried. And if taking on China, Russia, Iran or even
Syria is no easy task, Venezuela is by far the most fragile country in what could be
called the “Resistance countries”: Venezuela is far away from it’s allies (except Cuba), it
is surrounded by more or less hostile countries (especially Colombia), it's economy is
crippled by US sanctions and sabotage and its armed forces are dwarfed by the
immense firepower the Empire has available in the region. Add to this the truly
demonic mindset of Neocons like Abrams and the future for Venezuela looks bleak.

The good news is that the Colombians and the rest of the Lima Group “friends of
Venezuela” probably don't have the military power to take on Venezuela by
themselves. The preferred option for the USA would be to use the Colombians like
the KLA was used in Kosovo or how al-Qaeda (and derivatives) were used against
Syria: as boots on the ground while the US provides airpower, electronic warfare
capabilities, intelligence, bomb and missile strikes, etc. The US also has immense naval
capabilities which could be used to assist (and, of course, direct) any military
operations against Venezuela (I highly recommend this analysis by my friend Nat
South who describes in some detail the US naval capabilities and operations in the
region).

My gut feeling is that this approach will not work. As is often the case, the US has
all sorts of impressive capabilities except for the main one: a military force capable of
providing the boots on the ground (as opposed to a non-US proxy). The problem for
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the US military would not be so much getting in, as staying inside and getting
something done before leaving — what the US calls an “exit strategy”. And here, there
are really no good options for the US.

It is therefore far more likely that the US will use the weapon which it truly masters
better than anybody else on earth: corruption.

There is big money, really big money, all around the Venezuelan crisis: not only oil
money, but also drug money. And there are a lot of truly evil and corrupt people
involved in this struggle who will use that corruption-weapon with devastating effect
against the constitutionally elected government. And, just to make things worse,
Venezuela is already devastated by corruption. Still, there are quite a few factors which
might well save Venezuela from being reconquered by the Empire.

First, while US Neocons are too arrogant to bother with anybody’s opinion except
their own, and while the various US agencies primarily talk with the immensely
wealthy rulers of Colombia and the rest of Latin America, it does appear that a strong
majority of Venezuelans support their elected government. Furthermore, US leaders
simply don’t understand how hated the “Yankees” are in Latin America (at least among
the masses, not the comprador elites) and how fantastically offensive the appointment
of a felon like Elliott Abrams as Envoy to Venezuela is to the vast majority of the
people of this continent.

Second, Hugo Chavez and Nicolas Maduro did empower, for the very first time, the
masses of the Venezuelan people, especially those who lived in abject poverty when
Venezuela was still a US colony. These people are under no illusion about what a
Guaido regime would mean to them. And while most of the supporters of Chavez and
Maduro are not influential or wealthy, there are a lot of them and they will probably
fight to prevent a complete reversal of all the achievements of the Bolivarian
revolution.

Third, Latin America might well be changing, just like the Middle-East did.
Remember how, for years, the Israelis could attack their neighbors with quasi-total
impunity and how poorly the Arab armies performed? That suddenly changed when
Hezbollah proved to the entire region and even the world, that the “Axis of Kindness”
(USA, Israel, KSA) could be successfully defeated, even by a comparatively tiny
resistance with no air force, no navy and very little armor. As I never cease to repeat —
wars are not won by firepower, but by willpower. Oh sure, firepower helps,
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especially when you can fire from far away with no risk to yourself and your victim
cannot fire back, but as soon as big firepower is met by big willpower the former
rapidly fails. There is a very real possibility that Venezuela might do for Latin America
what the Ukraine did for Russia: act as a surprisingly effective “vaccine” against the
AngloZionist propaganda. An indigenous leader like Evo Morales, who has declared
his full and total support for the elected government of Maduro, is an inspiration to
the people of Latin America far beyond the borders of Bolivia. The Russian
ambassador to the UN got it right: there are already other leaders after Maduro which
the AngloZionists want to eliminate and replace by a pliable puppet a la Guaido or
Duque Marquez. At the end of the day, this is a typical dialectical problem: the more
brutal and overt the US aggression against Latin America is, the more successful coups
or even invasions the US organizes, the stronger the anti-Yankee feelings generated
among the people of the continent. Think of it this way: the US has already terminally
alienated the people of China, Russia and Iran, along with most of the Arab and
Muslim world, and thanks to that alienation, the leaders of China, Russia and Iran
have enjoyed the support of their people in their struggle against the AngloZionist
Empire. Could something very similar not already be happening in Latin America?

Conclusion: focus on the right question

To defeat the Empire’s plans for Venezuela, it is crucial that we all keep hammering
over and over again: the choice is not between Maduro or Guiado, the choice is not
between poverty under the Chavistas and prosperity under the AngloZionists. This is
how the agents of the Empire (whether paid or simply stupid) want to frame the
discussions. The real issue at stake here is the rule of law. The rule of law inside
Venezuela, of course, and the rule of law internationally.

First year law students are often taught that the purpose of the law is not “justice”
per se, but to provide a mechanism to solve disputes. That mechanism is,
admittedly, a highly imperfect one, but it is understood by civilized people as
being preferable to the alternative. The alternative, by the way, is what happens every
time; a so-called “humanitarian intervention” is launched: a humanitarian disaster.

Yet, this is the typical modus operandi of the Neocons (and of all imperialists,
really). First, chose a country for destabilization, then use your control of the
international financial markets and trade to trigger an economic crisis; then, send
your “democracy promoting” spooks and agents of influence to foment protests or,
even better, violent disorders; then send some “unidentified snipers” if the legitimate
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government does not use enough violence to quell the protests, then denounce the
leader you want replaced as “monster” “animal” or even “new Hitler” and threaten to
overthrow him. After that, declare urbi et orbi that it is “highly likely” that the “new
Hitler” will massacre his own people; add a false flag op if needed, and then declare a
“coalition of the willing” composed of “friends” of the country you want to occupy
who will take action due to the “ineffectiveness of the UN”; ditch any thoughts about
international law and only speak of “rules-based order®. Check out how Russian
Foreign Minister Lavrov explains the meaning of this substitution:

https://youtu.be/T-ulhVCrTOY

When you listen to the supporters of Guaido you will always hear them talking
about how terrible Maduro is, how horrible the economic situation of Venezuela really
is, how corrupt the members of the regime are, etc. etc. etc. This is all a smokescreen.
Even the accusation that the last elections were stolen by Maduro is just another
smokescreen. Why? Because even if Maduro did steal the election, Guaido did not
have the right to declare himself President, Trump had no right to recognize him as
such, and the Empire had no business threatening a military intervention or even a
violation of the sovereign border of Venezuela under the ridiculous pretext of bringing
in humanitarian aid while, at the same time, keeping the country under draconian
(and fully illegal) sanctions. The solution to a crisis brought about by a violation of
law cannot be a wholesale abandonment of the very core principles of law, but such a
solution can only be a restoration of law and order by legal means. Kinda obvious, but
so many seem to forget this, that it is worth repeating. And here, I will again post a
graphic which really says it all:

The most powerful tools in the arsenal of the Empire are not it’s nuclear forces or its
bloated, if generally ineffective, armed forces. The most powerful tool in the Empire’s
arsenal is its ability to frame the discussion, to set what is focused upon and what is
obfuscated. The Empire’s legacy corporate Ziomedia even dictates what words should
or should not be used in a discussion (example: never speak of “illegal aggression” but
speak of “humanitarian intervention”).

This is why we must speak of “true sovereignty®, of “international law®, of
“constitutional procedures” and of “aggression” and “threat of aggression” as war
crimes. We need to continue to demand that basic fundamental principles of
civilized societies (such as the principle of “innocent until proven guilty”) be upheld
by governments and by the media. We need to deny the rulers of the Empire the
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right to declare that they have the right to completely ignore the most sacred
principles of the post-WWII international order. We need to continue to insist that
a just international order can only be a multi-polar one; that a single World
Hegemon can never deliver justice and that there shall be no peace if there is no
justice. Finally, we need to ceaselessly demand that each country and each nation
live according to its own traditions and beliefs and reject the notion that a single
political model must, or even can, be applied universally.

These are all principles which the Neocons hate and which they would love to
bundle together under a single all encompassing concept, like George Orwell’s
“crimethink®. Mostly, the Neocons like to use the “anti-Semite” and “anti-Semitic” to
dismiss these principles, and when that fails, then “terrorist” is always available for
use. Don't let them do that: every time they try that trick, immediately denounce it for
what it is and continue focusing on what really matters. If we can force the Neocons
to deal with these issues we win. It is really that simple.

It is impossible for me to guess how this conflict will play itself out. Will the brazen
arrogance of “the Yankees” be enough to seriously red-pill the people of Venezuela and
the rest of Latin America? Maybe. My hope and my gut feeling is that it might.

The Saker
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Mr MAGA and the end of Western Civilization
March 15, 2019

Folks in the West are taught that their civilization has its roots in ancient Rome
and/or ancient Greece. This is more a case of self-aggrandizement than serious
historical research. While it is true that the city of Rome was sacked in 410AD, the
Christian Roman civilization continued in the East for another 1000 years until 1453.
The real roots of what we nowadays call the western civilization are to be traced back
to the following time periods:

1. Most ancient (theoretical) roots: the early Frankish Merovingian
Kingdom (481-751) and Carolingian empire (751-843).

2. Formative roots: the so-called “Holy Roman Empire” (800-1806) which was
“Roman” only in name (this term appeared only in the XIIIth century; in
French it is called more accurately “Saint-Empire romain germanique” but it
really ought to be called the “Germanic Empire”, since it was neither “Roman”
nor “Holy”).

3. Modern (ideological) roots: Renaissance, French Revolution, WWI, WWII,
Cold War.

But in practical terms, we can say that the western civilization emerged from the
Middle-Ages (5th-15th centuries) or, even better, from the times of the Crusades
(1095-1410).

The true birth of the Wstern Civilization
Far from being the heir to the Roman Empire, the AngloZionist Empire is a direct

descendant from the Franks and the civilization they built in the West on the ruins of

the Christian Roman Empire. When Muslims nowadays speak of “Western
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Crusaders” they are absolutely spot on. The only difference between the original
Crusaders and their modern descendants is that the former at least pretended to be
Christians. The latter wear their crass materialism as a badge of honor.

This civilization can be characterized by tremendous intellectual, technological and
scientific achievement, arguably the most beautiful music ever composed (especially
J.S. Bach) and many other artistic and architectural masterworks. Alas, it also has a
darker side: imperialism, racism, genocide, slavery, religious and political persecutions
and, of course, two world wars. So that record is checkered, to put it mildly, but it
cannot be denied that in spite of its sins and flaws, western civilization also brought
the world an immense intellectual legacy which inspired people worldwide. If you ask
most western people what they associate with the western civilization they would
probably name things like the scientific method, democracy, human rights, civil rights,
the separation of powers, equality before the law, etc. People from other civilizations
might view the western civilization in a very different way, but we can ignore that for
our purposes. But what the so-called “collective West” (aka the AngloZionist Empire)
is showing today is the exact opposite of what the West is supposed to stand for. Here
are just a few examples:

1. International law: with the US/NATO aggression against the Serbian nation, a
major feature of western civilization died: international law. What began then
with bombs on Serbian civilians in the Serbian Krajina and Bosnia continues
today with the absolutely disgraceful “alignment” of the key western power and
the diktat of the Anglosphere, be it on the Skripal false flag, the many chemical
false flags in Syria or, most recently, the AngloZionist coup against the
legitimate government of Venezuela. The truth is that nobody gives a damn
about international law in the AngloZionst Empire’s ruling class and that
nowadays “might makes right”.

2. Human rights: the sad and outrageous truth is that the West is currently
backing a (completely illegal) Nazi regime in the Ukraine, a Takfiri regime in
the KSA and a Zionist (and openly racist regime) in occupied Palestine. All
these regimes are mass violators of human rights and basic norms of civilized
behavior. Needless to say, the US does violate a huge number of international
norms and conventions in human rights, labor rights, due process, civil rights,
etc. And we all know that the infamous Patriot Act was written even before the
9/11 false flag operation.
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3. Law of War and Geneva Conventions: same here, the US is gleefully ignoring
many of the most sacred provisions of the laws of war and the Geneva
Conventions either by not ratifying parts of these instruments or by finding
ways to circumvent them (think GITMO, Abu Ghraib, Bagram or even the
many “black” CIA prisons located in various countries world-wide; think
“extraordinary rendition” too, of course). Likewise, the USA totally and
unconditionally support the Uber-violator of all imaginable legal obligations:
Israel

4. Due process, especially evidentiary rules, have become a farce. Anybody
doubting that should look up the following names: “Sami al-Arian”, “Sibel
Edmonds”, “Victor Bout”, “Anwar al-Awlaki” or even “Julian Assange”. While
nominally independent from the other branches of government, it appears that
at least the main US courts are fully controlled by the Neocons and their Deep
State.

5. Respect for the political process: it is absolutely clear that the Clinton Gang
never accepted the election of Trump as POTUS and by rejecting this outcome,
or by trying to label Trump as a “Russian agent’, the AngloZionist leaders will
never accept their defeat. Hillary’s famous “basket of deplorables” comment is
a perfect illustration of the immense contempt in which the AngloZionists
hold the regular people of the USA.

6. Open, competitive, markets. It is pretty clear that the US has no use for open,
competitive, markets and that the leaders of the Empire will use any and all
methods to avoid an honest competition with the other countries, hence all the
endless lists of sanctions, of threats against countries which might dare
purchase non-US systems (the entire S-400 vs F-35 issue with Turkey is a
perfect example). When we look at western countries, especially the USA, we
see what some call “crony capitalism” with absolutely fantastic levels of
corruptions, huge mega-corporations in control of entire segments of the
economy, exports imposed by sanctions and threat of sanctions rather than
competitive advantages, feudal labor laws, a ruthless imperialist/colonial policy
of systematically robbing those who dare to live above resources the Empire
needs or wants.

7. Respect for alliances and partnerships. The AngloZionist Empire has no
allies — only vassal states, puppet regimes and comprador 5th columnists. The
US has always treated its so-called “allies” with utter contempt, but until
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Trump this contempt was hidden behind a thin veneer of diplomatic language.
With Trump, even that is long gone.

The list goes on and on, really.

On January 18th of last year I

wrote an article entitled “The good
news about the Trump Presidency:

stupid can be good!” in which I tried

to show that by his illiterate actions,
Donald Trump was maybe not
making “America” (should be the
“USA”  but  nevermind  that
megalomania) great, but he sure was The last emperor is also naked...

weakening the AngloZionist Empire.

But this is much bigger than just one narcissistic person, What we are witnessing
today is the agony of a civilization which has outlived itself and now that the Empire is
in its dying throes I want to mention another good thing Trump did: he became the
emperor who himself shouts “the king isn’t wearing anything at all!!” (in the original

» «

story, a child does that, but in this case, we have a “fused” “child-emperor” who does

that himself).

What are the “clothes” which I am referring to? Primarily what I would call the
“Cold War cloak of imperial benevolence”

Remember the Cold War?

There was the “Evil Empire” whose Commie-Red agents were about to take over
the planet and stick everybody in a labor camp versus the (collective) “West”, which
embodied the ideas of freedom, democracy, human rights, equality before the law,
fairness, objectivity, economic prosperity, impartiality, tolerance, pluralism, etc. etc.
etc.

Then, when Clinton became President and the Neocons finally openly and brazenly
seized power, a good friend of mine spoke of a “grand coming out” which would be
impossible to reverse. He was right. Not only are the Neocons now in total control of
the Empire, but they have completely given up on any pretense of respectability. I am
not only referring to Gitmo and torture, or the obscene and unconditional support for

Page 94 of 645


http://www.andersen.sdu.dk/vaerk/hersholt/TheEmperorsNewClothes_e.html
http://www.andersen.sdu.dk/vaerk/hersholt/TheEmperorsNewClothes_e.html
http://www.unz.com/tsaker/the-good-news-about-the-trump-presidency-stupid-can-be-good/
http://www.unz.com/tsaker/the-good-news-about-the-trump-presidency-stupid-can-be-good/
http://www.unz.com/tsaker/the-good-news-about-the-trump-presidency-stupid-can-be-good/
http://www.unz.com/tsaker/the-good-news-about-the-trump-presidency-stupid-can-be-good/
http://www.unz.com/tsaker/the-good-news-about-the-trump-presidency-stupid-can-be-good/
http://www.unz.com/tsaker/the-good-news-about-the-trump-presidency-stupid-can-be-good/
http://www.unz.com/tsaker/the-good-news-about-the-trump-presidency-stupid-can-be-good/
http://www.unz.com/tsaker/the-good-news-about-the-trump-presidency-stupid-can-be-good/

the last openly racist country on the planet (aka “the only democracy in the Middle-
East”) or, for that matter, a long string of completely illegal wars ranging from the wars
against the Serbian nation in Croatia, Bosnia and Kosovo. Neither am I referring to
the growing list of treaties, agreements and even organizations which the USA has
abrogated, denounced or withdrawn from. In fact, I am not even referring to the USA
alone, but also to the so-called “friends and allies” of the Empire which can be
described as “the collective West” or, maybe less charitable, the US colonies overseas.

When the Neocons finally came out
and showed their true face, they did
more than just affect the image of the
USA abroad, they also gave a signal to
their colonial administrators that all
pretense of decency could now be
dropped. Force, brute force, was now
the order of the day. This is why Theresa
May could spew out the most ridiculous

and self-evidently stupid lies about the

Skripals (or about Syria, for that matter) or Macron could ban RT from the Elysée and
nobody would peep. This is also why Poroshenko can safely declare that the Russian
armed forces have invaded the Donbass or the EU can declare that the Russians are
culprits in the recent Kerch bridge incident.

The Cold War forced the masters of the Empire to show a kind of “capitalism with a
human face” That Cold War is over now, and there is no need to pretend anymore.

Will the almighty USA join the USSR on the trash-heaps of history?

Many Russians living in the West (such as Dmitri Orlov) have noted the numerous
similarities between the late Soviet Union (especially the so-called “stagnation years”)

and the modern USA . I myself made such a list of similarities as far back as 2014
when I listed the following:

1) A bloated military budget resulting in
an ineffective military

2) A huge and ineffective intelligence
community

3) A crumbling public infrastructure

11) A systematic assimilation of dissent
with espionage and terrorism

12) An all-prevailing paranoia about
internal and external enemies

13) A financially catastrophic over-reach
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4) A world record in the per-capita ratio
of incarcerated people (US GULag)

5) A propaganda machine which nobody
trusts any more

6) An internal dissident movement
which the regime tries to keep silent

7) A systematic use of violence against
the citizens

8) An increase in tensions between
Federal and local authorities

9) An industry whose main exports are
weapons and energy

10) A population fearful of being spied on
by the internal security services

of the empire across the planet

14) An awareness that the entire planet
hates you

15) A subservient press-corps of
presstitutes who never dare to ask the real
questions

16) A sky-high rate of substance abuse
17) A young generation which believes in
nothing at all

18) An educational system in free-fall,
(the Soviet one was much better, btw)

19) A disgust with politics by the general
public

20) A massive and prevailing amount of
corruption on all levels of power

But even more crucial to the eventual fate of the USSR, I would argue, is the

immense chasm between what the official ideology proclaims and what the ruling

elites actually really do. Speaking about the Ukraine, I wrote in 2014 that ” what the
AngloZionists are openly and publicly defending in the Ukraine, is the polar opposite
of what they are supposed to stand for. That is an extremely dangerous thing to do for

any regime and the AngloZionist Empire is no exception to that rule. Empire often

crumbles when their own people become
disillusioned and disgusted with the massive

discrepancy between what the ruling elites say

and what they do and as a result, it is not so

much that the Empire is faced with formidable
enemies as it is the fact that nobody is willing to

stand up — nevermind die - in defense of it..

The immense, mind-blowing,

hypocrisy of the Empire is not only revealed in
its actions in the international arena or by the
fact that the Empire does not shy away from

obscene

DONALD J. TRUMP

The only acceptable outcome for the
Clinton Gang
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allying itself with Zionists, Nazis, Takfiris and any other morally repugnant gang of
thugs (see in Kosovo, for example) as long as these thugs are willing to act as the
cannon fodder of the Empire. The exact same mentality permeates every political
action of the Neocons in internal politics too.

The Democratic Party especially, reached a new moral and ethical low when it
invited Michael Cohen to testify before Congress even though the man is a convicted

felon and liar and every word he would speak would be in total violation of the
fundamental right of Donald Trump to keep his communications with his lawyer
protected by the client-attorney relationship. What is absolutely amazing is that it is
Congress which is violating the civil rights of a standing US President, and yet very
few observers seem to be outraged by such actions.

This outrage was just the latest in a long series of actions by Congress which show
that Congress considers Donald Trump as a traitor and a thug and we can rest assured
that the Democrats won’t stop until Trump is jailed. The fact that he is the person
chosen by the people of the USA to be their president does not seem to matter at all to
the lynch-mob in Congress.

Again, what is so striking here is not only how the US elites are turning against
each other (which is a sure symptom of a deep crisis), but also the fact that the open
persecution of Trump by Congress and the Ziomedia does not even try to come up
with some semi-credible explanation or

semblance of respectability. What we see is
a lynch-mob which is determined to hang
the man they have designated as the
ultimate evil.

As for Mr MAGA himself, he is now
busy calling Ann Coulter a “wacky nut job”
to which she responded by calling Trump
an “idiot” and that having him as a

President is a “national emergency” (Rex

Tillerson would agree with her on that!).

What began with the Crusaders will end
between the Neocons and the Clinton Gang with this. ..

Nobody can predict how this struggle

on one hand and Trump on the other will
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play out, but my personal guess is that Trump is a disposable President: the Neocons
will use him to do all the crazy shit they typically are known for, and when the
inevitable disaster strikes, they will blame him, him alone, while hiding their own role
in what took place. This way Trump first gets to play shabbos-goy for the Neocons for

a while, until they decide destroy him like Haman or Amalek (the fates of Saddam
Hussein or Muammar Gaddafi immediately come to mind). Mr MAGA himself
clearly was never told that fob shebe goyyim harog.

A dictatorship of minorities next?

We are often told that in a real democracy minorities should be protected against
abuse from the majority and, to some degree, this is true. However, the primary
function of any kind of real people-power is to protect the majority, the masses, from
the abuse they typically suffer at the hand of various (and often federated) minorities.
Whether the Founding Fathers intended this or not, the sad reality today is that the
US political system is structured in a way to primarily benefit minorities, financial or
otherwise. Hence the 1% meme popularized by Occupy Wall Street. The following
are some of the characteristics of the most typical minorities found in the USA (and
elsewhere):

1. They are typically far more aware of their minority identity/status than the
majority. That is to say that if the majority is of skin color A and the minority
of skin color B, this minority will be much more acutely aware of its skin color.

2. They are typically much more driven and active then the majority. This is
probably due to their more acute perception of being a minority. Minorities
themselves present their social success as a sign of intelligence, of course, even
though in reality this is the direct result of a drive which representatives of the

majority typically don’t exhibit.

3. They are only concerned with single-
issue politics, that single-issue being,
of course, their own minority status.

4. Since minorities are often unhappy
with their minority-status, they are
also often resentful of the majority.

5. Since  minorities are  mostly
preoccupied by their minority-
status linked issues, they rarely pay Trump Derangement Syndrome

Page 98 of 645


https://goyimgazette.com/truth-talmud/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Amalek
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Haman
https://thesaker.is/trump-goes-full-shabbos-goy/

attention to the ‘bigger picture’ and that, in turn, means that the political
agenda of the minorities typically does not threaten the powers that be.

6. Minorities often have a deep-seated inferiority complex towards the putatively
more successful majority.

7. Minorities often seek to identify other minorities with which they can ally
themselves against the majority.

The reason why the Neocons and their Deep State love to support all types of
minorities is very plain and simple: minorities and their (hyper narrow) political
agenda represent absolutely no threat whatsoever to the real, hidden, powers which
run the Empire. Furthermore, minorities are extremely easy to manipulate. Thus
these various minorities represent the ideal power base for a party like the Democratic
Party which can then use its control over minority (identity) politics in its struggle
against the Republican Party.

Furthermore, if you look at that list of characteristics above, you will immediately
recognize the kind of nutcases suffering from Trump Derangement Syndrome which

seems to chronically overcome Trump-haters.

What makes this situation particularly dangerous is that the Clinton propaganda
machine (through the testimony of Mr Cohen) is now suggesting that Trump might
not be willing to accept a defeat in the next elections. I submit that the there is much
bigger chance of seeing Trump win again and the Clinton gang trying to play a
“Guaido” trick on Trump. The screaming creature in this photo does not strike me as
willing to accept that anybody but her own preferred candidate would occupy the
White House.

Don’t get me wrong — screaming lesbians are funny, especially when they wear
those pink “vagina hats”, but there is also a much more ominous aspect to their antics.
They are all based on a categorical rejection of the outcome of the electoral process
and, which is even worse, a rejection of the “other”, in this case the “deplorable” who
dared to vote his/her conscience and not simply obey the instructions of the
Ziomedia.

The truth is that the level of ideological intolerance among the opponents of Trump
is much, much, higher than among Trump supporters. It is therefore only logical to
assume that the potential for violence is much higher among the Trump-haters than it
would be elsewhere. Right now all these folks are content with screaming, protesting
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and drinking every drop of Cool-Aid the Idiot Box delivers to them on a daily basis.
But once in power, this “coalition of minorities” will ruin the USA even faster than
Trump did and whatever regime (as opposed to government or Administration) they
put in power, will be a far cry from the worldwide Empire the USA attempted to build
after WWIL

Conclusion: Quos Deus vult perdere prius dementat

(Those whom God wishes to destroy he first deprives of reason)

What is taking place before our eyes is an amazing sight to behold: an Empire
which is collapsing both internally and externally at an accelerating pace and the
worse the Empire’s objective situation becomes, the more delusional and out of touch
the Neocons and their Deep State appear to be.

Irrespective of all its flaws, mistakes and sins, it is sad to see how a civilization
which gave the world the likes of Newton or Bach now rots away while being led by a
gang of evil, arrogant, clowns. There have been plenty of villains in the history of
Europe, but never such a gang of clueless and yet fantastically arrogant rulers. Just
look at Trump, Macron or May - these are non-entities which pale in comparison to

such leaders as Reagan, Mitterrand or even
Margaret Thatcher (hardly a hero of mine,
but the lady was smart, no doubt about
that).

Now, with the likes of Pompeo in charge
we can only pray that the losers running

this dying Empire will not trigger a nuclear

holocaust, whether by design or by sheer —
The true face of western “democracy”

stupidity.

The Saker
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The great fraud of National Zionism

March 21, 2019

The Defining Event for the USA

There is no doubt that the 9/11 false flag (now even admitted (by direct
implication) by NIST!) was a watershed, a seminal event in our history. While millions

(or even billions) watched in horror as the twin towers burned, a small group of
Mossad agents stood nearby and danced in overwhelming joy. Why exactly were these
Israelis dancing? Surely there was more than just Schadenfreude in this spontaneous
expression of euphoria? Considering that these three dancing Israelis were just the tip
of a much bigger iceberg, we can rest assured that there were many more folks dancing

in joy that day, especially in Israel.

Why were these Mossad agents so blissful? The answer is obvious: 9/11 put the
following notions front and center of the concerns of most people in the USA:

* We are under attack and in grave, imminent, danger

* Islam wants to destroy our way of life

 Those who did 9/11 also want to destroy Israel

* We need to ask the Israelis to share their “expertise” in dealing with Islamic
terrorism

* Draconian laws and new police powers need to be passed to protect us from
mass murder

* If you are not with us, then you are with the terrorists

Almost a decade before 9/11, in 1992, Francis Fukuyama had explained to us that
history itself was coming to an end while Samuel P. Huntington explained to us in
1996 that we were witnessing a “clash of civilizations.” This kind of “scholarly” research
created the perfect political background to an already rather disquieting perception of
the upcoming Year 2000. In 2001, when all hell broke loose, the general public was
already well prepared for it (just like the AngloZionist elites who had already prepared
the huge “Patriot Act” long before the Twin Towers came down).

9/11 was as much the culmination of a significant preparatory effort as it was the
trigger for a decade or more of wars.
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Still, all this immense effort into shaping the West’s perceptions was not good
enough to hammer the sufficiently hysterical mindset into most people, in spite of the
best efforts of the legacy Ziomedia to explain to us that Bin Laden decided that “we”
were next in line for some kind of horrible (possibly nuclear) terrorist attack. Inside
the USA the constant fear-mongering of the legacy Ziomedia did induce the suitable
hysterical panic, while in the rest of the world things were not going quite as well.
Especially not in Europe (which was vitally needed as a fig-leaf to pretend like the
GWOT was not a US-Israeli thingie, but that there was a large “coalition of the
willing” formed of the best and brightest countries out there). Something else, bigger
and better, was needed and, sure enough, it was found: a mass exodus of poorly
educated immigrants, the vast majority of them from Muslim countries.

While the (totally fictional and therefore totally unsuccessful) GWOT was petering
out, the AngloZionists directed their stare at Libya and its leader Colonel Muammar
Gaddafi. Gaddafi had warned that unless Europe was willing to pay Libya to contain
the many millions of African refugees, a major catastrophe would happen. He
explained that “Tomorrow Europe might no longer be European, and even black, as
there are millions who want to come in“, “we don’t know what will happen, what will be
the reaction of the white and Christian Europeans faced with this influx of starving and
ignorant Africans” and “we don’t know if Europe will remain an advanced and united
continent or if it will be destroyed, as happened with the barbarian invasions.”

The AngloZionists heard his message loud and clear and proceeded to immediately
(and illegally!) overthrow and brutally murder Gaddafi (it is still unclear how many
Israelis were dancing the day Col. Gaddafi was murdered). Almost exactly a decade
after 9/11 the Zionists finally had their “catastrophic and catalyzing event — like a new

Pear] Harbor,” but this time the victim was the entire European continent.

The defining event for Europe

The effect of what can only be called an “invasion” of immigrants was huge, to say
the least. Even before this latest invasion began, Europe had already suffered many
negative consequences from previous waves of emigres (Romanians, Gypsies,
Albanians, Tunisians, Moroccans, Algerians, sub-Saharan Africans, Turks, Tamils,
Kurds, Latin-Americans (during the US-sponsored terror years in Latin America),
etc. and even before them there were the Spanish, Portuguese and Italians (who, at
least, all superbly adapted to their new place of residence). But that new wave was
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much bigger and much more dangerous than any previous one. A huge, massive,
immigration crisis resulted in most European countries.

Can you guess what the Europeans felt? They felt that:

* We are under attack and in grave, imminent, danger

* Islam wants to destroy our way of life

* Those who did Charlie Hebdo and all the other terrorist attacks in Europe also
want to destroy Israel

* We need to ask the Israelis to share their “expertise” in dealing with Islamic
terrorism

* Draconian laws and new police powers need to be passed to protect us from
mass murder

* If you are not with us, then you are with the terrorists
Sounds familiar?
If it does, it is because it is.

In terms of methods and means, 9/11 and the invasion of Europe by hordes of
immigrants could not be more different. But in terms of results, they achieved very

similar outcomes.

Russians and Muslims, which do you fear most?

The election of Trump was something so totally unexpected by the AngloZionists
(and for Trump himself too!) that it caught everybody completely oft-guard. In their
typically infinite arrogance, the Neocons were darn sure that Hillary would win and
they would be left in total control of the USA, but the American people decided to
show them a big, collective, middle finger and vote for the “unthinkable” and
“impossible” candidate. And since the Neocons could hardly blame Trump’s victory on
Bin Laden or al-Qaeda, they quickly came up with the “Russian interference” canard
which had the added beneficial side-effect that it could justify spending even more
money on war against a very real and powerful Russia than on war against a rather
nebulous “al-Qaeda”. The fact that Russia has no reason to attack anybody, least of all
the USA made no difference here. All that was needed to “prove” (under the “highly
likely” “Skripal standard of evidence”) that the Russians are a terrible threat was to
come up with the absolutely ridiculous Skripal false flags combined with a few
imaginary chemical attacks by “animal Assad” And, of course, when the USA suffered
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it's latest military debacle in Syria, the Neocons could also blame it all on Russia. As
they say, “one hand washes the other” Initially, the Russian boogeyman looked even
sexier than the Islamist one, but then with Putin and Russia steadfastly refusing to
take any of the many baits tossed at them, the “Islamic” threat became sexier again.
After all, Russians are (mostly) White and (mostly) Christian, so they are not that
scary. But Muslims?! Ask a typical westerner what he knows about Islam and you will
be treated to a long list of evils, some based in reality, others entirely imaginary.
Besides, the Muslim world is so big and so diverse, that it is effortless to find horrible
things about it, even real ones! The lie here is primarily one of omission. Specifically,
two things are never said:

1. That Takfirism is a minority strain of Islam and long before killing all the
“infidels” and “Christians” the Takfiris first want to kill any and all Muslims
(the vast majority) who dare to disagree with their interpretation of Islam.

2. That all the Takfiri terrorist groups are federated, organized, financed, trained
and even protected by the AngloZionist Empire (as seen many recent times in
Syria when the US protected, transported, treated, resupplied, and even
coordinated the various al-Qaeda franchises in Syria). That was also true for
Chechnia, Croatia, Bosnia, and Kosovo.

This last point is so important that I will repeat it again: to the degree that there is
an “Islamic threat” to the West, it is a “threat” fully and totally created and controlled
by the leaders of the AngloZionist Empire. You want proof? There are many, but my
favorite one is the passports which are found next to the smoldering ruins of the Twin
Towers or the passport left in the car right before the Charlie Hebdo attack. How nice
it is of the “Islamic terrorists” to make darn sure that they are quickly and
“convincingly” identified! There is also the “minor” fact that all those “Islamic
terrorists” apparently have ties with

western security services (heck, some even
traveled to Israel!). As for the lifestyle of
these “Islamic terrorists”, in each case they

IMPERIALISM

WAHHABISM

are anything but Islamic (which the legacy
Ziomedia and various Zionist “experts”

always explain as part of a “deceptive

tactic” not to be noticed in spite of the fact R—— century hydra

that every one of those so-called “Islamic
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terrorists” was, of course, not only “noticed” but even actively “developed” by western
security services!).

The real nature of the threat faced by mankind is rather well illustrated by this
image which I found somewhere on the Internet. Not convinced? Try this thought
experiment. For a few minutes, simply assume that
Wahhabism=Imperialism=Zionism and then see if the world we live in makes sense to
you. Next, assume that Wahhabism is sui generis, that imperialism is something the
pesky Russians are guilty of, and that Zionism is absolutely wonderful. Now see if the

world we live in makes sense to you.
Unless you are severely challenged, the correct model is rather obvious, I think.

Of course, like all slogans or conceptual shortcuts, Wahhabism = Imperialism =
Zionism grossly simplifies a much more complex reality and takes a few intellectual
“shortcuts” But at its core, it is a crude but fundamentally correct interpretation of the
world we live in. The only thing I would add to that list would be an “=terrorism” at
the end.

So what about Russia in all this?

Russia is self-evidently the only country on the planet which can turn all of the
USA into radioactive ashes in just a few hours. But there is much more to Putin’s
Russia than just military power. For one thing, what Russia can do to the USA, the
USA can do to Russia. So there is an ugly, but so far stable, balance of terror between
the two countries. In economic terms, Russia’s economy (soon to be roughly about the

size of Germany’s) is dwarfed by the vast Chinese economy and Russia is not,

therefore, a credible economic competitor. Politically, things are a bit more
complicated: Russia is popular with many nations worldwide, but a majority of
governments will bow to the World Hegemon every time Uncle Shmuel slams his fist
on the table, right? Well, not really. The case of the US aggression against Venezuela is
compelling as the US failed to get any legitimate regional or global organizations to
back the attempt at overthrowing the Venezuelan government. True, this is primarily
due to the genuinely fantastic incompetence of the Neocons who in their crazed zeal
found nobody better to pick than Elliott Abrams to lead the attack against Venezuela
(does that stupid choice also remind you of the time when the Neocons suggested
Henry Kissinger as the head of the 9/11 Commission? The Neocons really don't realize
how offensive and even ridiculous they appear in the eyes of the rest of mankind...).
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Still, it is rather clear that under the Presidency of Donald Trump the US influence
and power in the world have declined truly dramatically - so much for making
anything at all “great again” Well, except Trump’s ego, of course, which was already
huge even before the election). Now let’s add it all up.

In military terms, while Russia has a much superior conventional capability, in
terms of nuclear forces the USA and Russia keep each other in check by both having
the capability of vaporizing the other side even after riding out a first strike (hence the
redundancy of nuclear weapons systems). Here we have a draw.

In economic terms, the US economy dwarfs Russias. Advantage USA.

In political terms, Trump aint too popular (or credible), but neither is Putin
(although he, at least, is taken seriously). Another draw, but with another advantage
for the USA.

So what’s the big deal with Russia? Surely, nobody in the White House seriously
believes that the Russians hacked the DNC, that they stole the elections, that they
poisoned Skripal or that they plan to invade the Baltics and Poland. That kind of
nonsense is just the vulgar “political prolefeed” for those who still pay attention to the
legacy Ziomedia.

No, the real threat posed by Russia is a civilizational one.

Putin’s Russia as a civilizational threat

I need to clarify why I speak of “Putin’s Russia.” The reason for that choice of words
is that modern Russia is not the Russia of the 1990s or even the Soviet Union. And
neither is modern Russia the same Russia as before 1917. Next, I want to stress that
Putin’s Russia is a project, a moving target, a partially realized potential - but not yet a

stable, finished “product” (in the past I wrote about these issues, here, here and here).
Still, we can see a number of very interesting phenomena taking place in Russia.

First, the overwhelming majority of the Russian people reject the Western-style
“democracy” and its so-called “values.” After almost two decades of gross violation of
every single norm, the West pretended for centuries to stand for the credibility and
reputation of itself as a source of moral or political inspiration, and now it has become
roadkill. Mind you - the Russians very much want real people power, real
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“democracy” if you will, just not of the western model. They want their own, uniquely
Russian democracy.

Second, Russia is openly and systematically denouncing the absolute hypocrisy of
the AngloZionist Empire. The historical speeches of Putin in Munich or at the UN
come to mind.

Third, Russia is at least partially a Muslim country too! She does not have a Muslim
majority, and Islamic customs and traditions are mostly kept only by a minority of
Muslims (just like Christian traditions are held by a majority of nominally “Orthodox”
Christians). The point here is this: for Russians, Muslims are not some type of “scary
aliens” who will invade your village and destroy your way of life. Historically, Russia
has had terrible relations (including 12 wars) with Turkey, and rather bumpy relations
with other Muslim countries (I think of Iran here). But Russians have also lived in
peace with their Muslim neighbors for centuries, and they are acutely aware of that.
Which means that Russians have a much broader spectrum of experiences with
Muslims and Islam, some good, some bad and some absolutely horrible. But what
Russians know and which makes them so dramatically different from most people in
the West is that peaceful cohabitation with traditional Islam is very much possible. It
all depends on the specific type of Muslim you are dealing with.

Finally, while Christianity is still struggling in Russia, there is no doubt that most
Russians prefer the traditional values found in Christianity to the kind of “everything
goes” or, even more so, the “everything has its price” which forms the “spiritual” core
of the West’s post-Christian materialistic society. This is why most Russians are clearly
“gender-differentiated” - men look and act like men, women look and act like women,
and the various LGBTTQQIAAP (add more letters if you are so inclined,
that will be more “inclusive”) are told to hold their “pride parades” elsewhere.

These are some (there are many more!) reasons why Russia should not be
considered part of Europe, at least not in a civilizational sense of the word. Of course,
Russia is partially European geographically, and most Russians look “White” (albeit
that whiteness hides a huge genetic diversity). Some particularly ignorant observers
believe that Russia is European because Russia is Christian. This completely overlooks
the “minor” detail that Latin (and later Reformed) Christianity had lost all
connections with the rest of the Christian world during much of the Middle-Ages
while the Christian Roman civilization continued to exist far away from barbaric
Europe, first in Byzantium and later in Russia and other Orthodox countries.
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Besides, the modern West is not Christian at all, not Latin and not Reformed, it is
post-Christian and, I would argue, anti-Christian. Thus, even if Russia was a paragon
of traditional, Patristic, Christianity — this would in no way affect the dynamics in the
West, neither with the various Christian denominations (which, by Patristic standards
cannot even be called “Christian” any more) nor with the overwhelming majority of
atheist/agnostic materialists who have lost even a vague sense of right/wrong or even
true/false.

There are, of course, millions of Russians who lost their original Russian cultural
and spiritual roots. A person like that is called a “Bripycp” (vy-rooss) in Russian.
Thankfully, many (most?) of them have emigrated (to the West, of course) and they
are therefore not very influential nowadays. But we often see their hostile comments
under pro-Russian or pro-Putin articles. Many of these folks made good careers in the
1990s and are angry at Putin for terminating that bonanza. Others hate Putin because
they were found useless and ditched as soon as the Eltsin gang lost power.

True, the Russian elites (as opposed to the common people) have been profoundly
westernized for the last 300+ years. With Putin in power this has dramatically
changed. There is still a powerful 5th column in Russia, but the keys to real power are
held by Putin and his Eurasian Sovereignist supporters in the armed forces, the
security services and, most importantly, in the general public. And so far, they are
holding firm, and while there are regular ups and downs, all in all, Russia is doing
amazingly well and is headed in the right direction. I would even argue that theirs is
the only viable direction!

So why do the western elites hate (and fear) Russia so badly? Let’s look into what
kind of values the West truly stands for today.

21% century western values are not your grandfather values for sure!

Here we need to come back to 9/11 and the invasion of Europe by an immense flow
of refugees. These are just two instances in which the people in the West felt directly
attacked and whether 9/11 was a false flag or not, or whether the Empire triggered the
refugee crisis by militarily attacking the Socialist People’s Libyan Arab Jamahiriya (that
was the official name of Libya) is irrelevant.

What matters is that the people in the West felt attacked by a vicious and most
dangerous enemy: Islam.
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There were other, no less significant “attacks” on the very core of Western identity.
For example, I don’t believe that the term “cultural Marxism” makes any sense *at all*,
but it does describe a real phenomenon. Ditto for the profusion of pushy and even
aggressive “minorities” of all kinds who demanded not only equal rights but even
special privileges. In the legacy Ziomedia, we saw an apparently never-ending hunting
season against Whites, against men, against heterosexuals, against Anglos, and against
Christians. Needless to say, the attack on White Anglo-Saxon Christian heterosexual
males was (and still is) relentless. A majority of people in the West were told that they
are guilty of this or that historical injustice or crime, that their traditions and beliefs
were evil and that they out to be ashamed of their identity on all levels. Of course,
there have been many horrible and outright disgusting chapters in the history of the
western civilization, but unless you believe in collective and/or inherited guilt, that
hardly justifies the kind of hatred and contempt which the (pseudo-) “liberal” elites
constantly express against anything traditional.

If the election of Trump was a huge slap in the face of the Neocons, the reaction of
the Neocons to this event was a massive slap in the face of the American people. What

began with Hillary’s “basket of deplorables” soon turned into a long list of ridiculous
accusations (including, my personal favorites: Ron Paul is a “Putin’s best friend,” Rand

Paul a “Russian stooge” and Tulsi Gabbard a “Putin puppet®).

Frankly, this kind of constant bashing of everything traditional is nothing else but a
type of mental rape of the western cultural identity. A reaction to this kind of
onslaught was inevitable. The only question was which form it would take.

Understanding National Zionism - a primer

It took the form of what the French philosopher Alain Soral called “National
Zionism.” Here is how Soral explains this ideology:

There is a huge surge of what is called national-Zionism, that is, to bring
nationalists to Zionism. For me, this is a fundamental contradiction in this
amalgam of Muslims equal to Daesh, basically in France in Muslim equal to
scum equal to Daesh equal to Palestinians and therefore the good
Frenchman if he wants to get out of the shit in which these people have put
him, must support Israel and not take offense and accept the
disproportionate power that the Jewish community embodied by the CRIF
has over France and that is the supreme scam. This is politically
unacceptable, morally unacceptable, strategically stupid. This is what I call
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national-Zionism and this is the fundamental struggle today. We must
refuse this scam, refuse the nationalism in Kippa. And that’s not for that, all
of a sudden, we would become pro-Muslim to come back to your question.

We must treat the issue of the world seriously, that is to say that immigration
is very, very problematic today and the Muslim issue is a follow-up to the
immigration issue. (...) They do absolutely nothing against immigration.
This is a certainty, so if we want to be against the Islamization of France, we
must take the problem at the right end, that is, resolve the migration issue.
To resolve the migration issue, we must regain political power over those
who have the power and who have brought us to this point today and who
have fought with all their strength, with all their strength, against our
borders, against identity.

I would remind you that the last cover of Elisabeth Lévys magazine,
Causeur, the title, is “anti-French ideology” which would also be favourable
to Islam or Muslims. I would remind you that this is the opposite of the title
of Bernard Henri Lévys book. So we have a Lévy that responds to a Lévy
whose book was “The French ideology” which was at the time to say that
French was intrinsically fascist and anti-Semitic.

So in 20 years, we have gone from the problem being Catholic French,
French and today, no, finally the problem is Muslim immigrants. But those
who declared war on the native French in the 70s and 80s are the same
today who tell us, let us be friends to fire those who were put in your face
and educated against you. Because that’s what national-Zionism is all about,
making friends with the people who are the cause of all our problems and
who for 2500 years have been systematic and fierce anti-nationalists except
for their own nation called Israel. So that’s clear.

Another French author, Youssef Hindi, explained the role of the USA in this new
ideological paradigm:

We see the return of the idea of “nation.” The EU is in a state of crisis. A part
of the American Establishment, particularly Donald Trump, is trying to
implement the implosion of the European Union. We are witnessing a
resurgence of nationalism: like in the USA, Russia, GB and also in Italy. It is
falling apart on all sides. Thus, the strategy is as follows: to always stay a step
ahead, assert control over this new European patriotism and nationalism.
Therefore, from the Right Jews elites” perspective, it is absolutely essential to
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retain control over this European patriotism and nationalism by
amalgamating it with the state of Israel.

I never believed that the leaders of the AngloZionist Empire were very intelligent,
that is a Hollywood myth, but they indeed are clever, and when they realized that a
nationalistic blowback was inevitable, they decided to simply take control of it. This is
the brilliant simplicity of the logic of National Zionism. It goes something like this:

I, we, my family and my country are all under attack by rabid religious
fanatics who will never cease until they kill all those who don’t agree with
them and destroy our way of life. In this struggle for our very survival, we
need to turn to those who fought that enemy for decades and who have
developed the most sophisticated anti-terrorist methods and means: the
Israelis. Furthermore, Israel is like a small island of European democracy in
an ocean of violent and chaotic brutality. Heck, Israel is part of Europe,
really, it even participates in the Eurovision! Unlike us, the Israelis are
proud, and they dont hesitate to defend their culture, religion, and values,
why don’t we do the same? They even have the right to bear arms! Jews are
White, like us, and we share a common Judeo-Christian heritage which
places a duty upon us all to support Israel, especially against the Iranian
Mollahs who have publicly sworn to kill all Jews and wipe Israel off the map.
Last but not least, Islam is a threat to our civilization and Muslim
immigrants must be either re-educated to fit into our society or sent back
home. Those who disagree with any of the above are either anti-Semites,
Putin agents, Holocaust deniers, conspiracy theorists, terrorist sympathizers
or terrorists themselves.

Let’s take a few well-known US public figures associated with conservatism or the
Alt-Right: Alex Jones, Paul Joseph Watson, Jordan Peterson, Steve Bannon or even
Donald Trump himself. Have you ever heard these “defenders” of western tradition or
“Christian values” have anything critical to say about Israel, Israeli policies or
Zionism? The exact same phenomenon can be observed in France where putatively
“conservative,” and “patriotic” folks such as Eric Zemmour or Marine LePen are using
the frustration of the French people with the regime in power to channel that
frustration into a hatred of Islam and everything Muslim. These folks are also the
promoters of what has become known as “Christian Zionism” which worships
everything Jewish and/or Israeli and which believes that Christians and Jews have
“almost” the same religion. Let’s take Steve Bannon as an example.
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Here is an article entitled “Steve

Bannon drafting curriculum for right-

wing Catholic institute in Italy” which

sure makes Bannon look like some
kind of very conservative and
traditionalist Christian. The same
article also mentions Cardinal
Raymond Burke, as “a leading Vatican
conservative”. According to Cardinal
Burke, this institute’s missions is “to This is the face of the new ‘conservative West”...

promote a number of projects that

should make a decisive contribution to the defense of what used to be called
Christendom”. This “right-wing Catholic institute” is run by a Christian Zionist,
Benjamin Harnwell who declared that the younger generation across the Western
world was on a “long slide” into darkness. His Institute is working to resist by “trying
to prop up one of the major pillars of Western civilization - what used to be called
‘Christendom’ — and that’s the recognition that man is made in the image and likeness of
God.” So far, this also looks very nice. The problem is that Bannon, Burke, and
Harnwell have all sold out to Israeli interests and the ideology which they are
promoting is not traditional Christianity at all, but this nonsensical and amorphous
idea of “Judeo-Christianity.” This is why the Latin website “Media Catholiques Infos”
correctly concludes by saying “Such a high place of Christianity deserves better than to

serve as a springboard for National Zionism under the guise of an “academy for the
defense of the Judaeo-Christian West”

The sad truth is that these pretend-traditionalists have all been co-opted by the
Israel lobby and that they are being used to brainwash the folks in the West to see
Islam as a foe when, in reality, the real foe of the West is Zionism as Zionism is the
force which is responsible for both 9/11 and the massive flow of immigrants into
Europe. As for the Papacy, it has been in bed with Talmudic and Kabbalistic rabbis for
many centuries (just read Michael Hoffman’s superb book, the 700 pages long “The
Occult Renaissance Church of Rome”) and not just since Vatican II (as some Latins

naively believe!). It is therefore not surprising that Bannon says about “Catholic”
universities that they are “the foundational institutions of the Judeo-Christian West.”
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France does not have the equivalent of a Steve
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the person of Renaud Camus whose very | : S A SO ERT T 0

Bannon. But it does have a functional equivalent in

politically-correct biography you can read on Marine le Pe

Wikipedia. Even a cursory read-through that entry | EEgis

1107 Fign

will immediately reveal the profoundly Zionist & [esss
worldview of Camus which can be further
established, if needed, by reading about Camus’

“Great Replacement” theory; you might also want

to compare this to the “Eurabia” theory of the
Israeli author Bat Yeor (aka Gisele Littman).

All this paranoid and racist nonsense can be
p Marine le Pen tells the Israeli

media that the National Front is like
White Christian West will rise again! a “shield” protecting French Jews

summed up in a short sentence: led by Zionists the

If it weren't so ugly and tragic, it would actually
be funny (especially to see the Latins and the Talmudists in bed with each other after
centuries of mutual hatred). But in reality, there is nothing funny about the
colonization of the western minds by the Zionist parasite. It might even end up with a

nuclear war.

The US Alt-Right and the French National Front as the useful idiots of
AIPAC and CRIF

I am personally convinced that the entire Alt-Right movement has been created by
the US deep state and that it is still run by it. The purpose of the Alt-Right and the
National Front is to offer a nationalistic and pseudo-Christian alternative to any kind
of real traditionalism or any kind of real Christianity. On the rank and file level you
will find a lot of anti-Israeli, anti-Zionist and even anti-Jewish sentiments amongst
Alt-Righters and National Fronters, but on the leadership level, it is wall to wall
Zionist. To get a feel for this Zionist (pseudo-)patriotism just take a look at these
propaganda images:
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By taking control of the key nationalist movements in the West the Zionists have
given themselves a “dream opposition”: that is an opposition which they fully control;
which they can poke a little from time to time when there is the need for some kind of
anti-Semitic incident; but which they can also mobilize against anybody daring to
oppose Israel or Zionism.

In this context Russia becomes the ultimate threat for very good reasons:

First, Russia is completely rejecting the unipolar world model and, together with
China, Russia wants a multi-polar world in which relations between states are ruled by
international law.

Second, Russia cannot be militarily threatened and neither can China, by the way.
The RAND Corporation finally admitted that much.

Third, thanks to the various sanctions against Russia, Russia is gradually
withdrawing from the AngloZionist controlled markets. You could say that the main
effect of all the sanctions has been to make Russia stronger, more independent and
closer to the goal of full sovereignty.

Fourth, Russia is not only openly rejecting the AngloZionist civilizational model,
but she also denounces its absolute hypocrisy. In particular, the Russian people are
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rejecting the West’s materialism, in particular in its turbo-capitalist variant. While not

officially endorsing socialism as such, Russia does declare herself a “social state.”

Fifth, Russia is taking the polar opposite approach to Islam, to what we see in the
West. Unlike the Empire, Russia is serious about killing as many Takfiris as possible
no matter where they are. But, unlike the Empire again, Russia sees traditional Islam

as a vital ally against the Takfiri rot and Russians don't think of Muslims as “aliens” at
all.

Last but not least, Putin’s
Russia has made patriotism (i.e.,
love for one’s country) a central
element of the social and
political culture while
categorically rejecting any form

of nationalism or, even more so,

racism. “White Pride” is about

The French Yellow Vests got it right: National Zionism is

as popular in Russia as “Gay
Pride” would be.

anti-Russian!

You could say that the gradually emerging new Russian ideology is the polar
opposite of National Zionism. No wonder the Neocons hate Russia so much!

Conclusion: National Zionism is a gigantic fraud

There is no other way of putting this: National Zionism is a gigantic fraud. It is also
the rising political ideology of the West, and that presents a major risk for our entire
planet. I often hear naive folks saying “what is your problem with Zionism?! all it
wants is a safe homeland for Jews too! What is wrong with that?!“.

I addressed this issue in some detail here, so I will simply say here that Zionism,
whether of the national or the anti-national type, separates mankind into two
qualitatively different categories: Jews and non-Jews (ironically, it shares this
fundamental belief with National-Socialism. It's just that the hierarchical scale is
reversed, that’s all). Next, it assumes that all non-Jews are at the very least potential
“anti-Semites” and thus Jews need to do two things to remain safe. First, create a
Jewish homeland and, second, secure enough Jewish power in literally all the
countries on the planet to be ready should the goyim (literally “nations” but in the
Talmudic context it carries exactly the same meaning as the German Untermensch:
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subhuman) come down with unpredictable (by definition) and unexplainable (by
definition) cases of “anti-Semitism”. In contrast, Jewish lives and, especially, Jewish
blood acquire a profound soteriological meaning: Jewish life is infinitely precious
because 1) Jews will “repair” the world (tikkun olam) and 2) because the Moshiach will
be born from a Jew and become a world leader accepted by all nations. A (somewhat

secularized) variation of this philosophy is that all Jews form a “collective Moshiach”
and that all the “nations” will accept their power and rule with gratitude as this will
usher the final and everlasting era of milk and honey. Finally, Talmudic/Pharisaic
“Judaism” teaches that Jews “represent” mankind before God and God before mankind
(yeah, modesty is not their forte). Next time you hear some Israeli politician going
bonkers about spilled “Jewish blood” just remember this info, and it will all make
sense. Ditto for when some other (or even the same) Israeli politician demands some
gruesome revenge, terrible retribution or promises to kill some huge number of
enemies. This kind of “Purim talk” only makes sense once you realize how deep and
fundamental Talmudic/Zionist racism really is.

So what constitutes “enough power”? Simple: once the people of a country lose
control of their government and the sovereignty of their country is gone, then the
Zionists will feel they are safe. This theory is 1) racist 2) paranoid 3) sociopathic and,
frankly, just plain silly. But this is what the Talmudic worldview produces in a
secularized society. A critical assumption of this worldview is that any form of
nationalism or even patriotism is dangerous (by definition) unless it is Jewish or
Israeli, at which point it is laudable and benevolent (again, by definition). Thus,
besides being many other things, Zionism is also a theory of power based on a zero-
sum game. Of course “zero-sum” might sound benign until you remember that it
implies a total struggle to the end, a total, absolute defeat of the other, a destruction of
all your enemies. Not something helpful in a multi-polar world with lots of nuclear
weapons.

National Zionism is a fraud and an extremely toxic and dangerous one. Any
supposed patriot or nationalist who fails to recognize that, is at best poorly informed
and, at worst, a useful idiot for the leaders of the AngloZionist Empire.

The Yellow Vests in France got it. Occupy Wall Street, or the Tea Party did not. I
suspect that many Trump voters also got it, but they were betrayed by Mr. MAGA.
Will Rand and/or Ron Paul recognize this danger? What about Tulsi Gabbard?
Frankly, I don’t know. But if they don’t, other Americans eventually and inevitably will.
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We might even see a US version of Yellow Vests one day, who knows?
The Saker

PS: for the Ilatest National-Zionist induced stupidity, see here:
https://www.rt.com/news/454428-us-israel-golan-recognize/

PPS: looks like we will be treated to one of those each day, this is the latest one:
https://www.rt.com/news/454483-trump-savior-jews-pompeo/
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A few initial thoughts about the first round of the Ukrainian
Presidential election (UPDATED)

April 03,2019

The first round of the Presidential election in the Ukraine took place on April Fool’s
Day and it could be tempting to dismiss it all like a big farce which, of course, it was,
but, we should not overlook the fact that some very interesting and important events
have just taken place. I won't discuss them all right now, there will be plenty of time
for that in the future. For now I will only focus on those elements of a much bigger
picture which seem most critical to me. These elements are:

The Nazis suffered a *crushing* defeat in this election.

By “Nazis” I primarily mean their main figurehead — Petro Poroshenko (the rest of
the “minor Nazis” did so poorly that they don’t matter anymore). Think of it: in spite
of his immense wealth (he outspent everybody else and even spent more that twice
what the next big spender — Tymoshenko - doled out for each vote), in spite of his
immense “administrative resource” (that is the Russian expression for the ability to use
the power of the state for your personal benefit), in spite of his “victory” with the
Tomos, in spite of triggering the Kerch bridge incident, in spite of breaking all the
remaining treaties with Russia, in spite of his control of the media and in spite of the
(now admittedly lukewarm) support of the West, Poroshenko suffered a crushing
defeat. See for yourself:
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Presidential election results WHOLE UKRAINE Turnout: 63.53%
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source: https://www.bbc.com/news/world-europe-47767440

Look at the only two regions

GALICIA

Petro Poroshenko (i.e. the Nazis) IT5 LOGATION RELATIVE TO PRESENT BORDERS

actually won (in blue) and see how %
nicely they overlap with the rough
historical contours of the Galicia
region. But Poroshenko managed
to even lose part of that to Iulia
Tymoshenko! Bottom line: except
for a minority of rabid hardcore
Nazis in Galicia, the rest of the
Ukraine hates the Poroshenko
Ukronazi regime. We always knew

that, but now we have the proof.

Now I dont want to present that just as some kind of massive anti-Nazi vote
because, in truth, this is first and foremost a massive no-confidence vote against the
entire ruling elite of the Banderastan which emerged in 2014 as a result of the
Euromaidan coup detat. Remember how Poroshenko promised peace in weeks, a full
respect for the Russian language and prosperity for all? Well, all he delivered was
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chaos, insecurity, poverty, violence, a massive influx of Ukronazis from Canada and
the USA and, above all, a completely hysterical, rabid, russophobia combined with
abject groveling before the AngloZionist Empire. He also brought an absolutely
unbelievable level of corruption, having personally doubled his net worth many times
over. The legacy Ziomedia and the Ukropropaganda can say all they want, and they
can try to ban the Russian media and Internet in the Ukraine. But the truth is that
everybody in the Ukraine knows that the Ukraine went from being the richest
Soviet Republic to the poorest country in Europe. In fact, there are quite a few
African countries which are doing much better than the Ukraine. The truth is, and
has been for several years now, that the Ukraine is a failed state and that there is
absolutely no even vaguely plausible scenario in the foreseeable future in which the
Ukraine could begin to recover.

Hence this amazing result: short of the Galician Nazis, everyone else absolutely
hates the regime in power. So Poroshenko’s score is a humiliating defeat for all the
Ukronazis. But not for Petro Poroshenko himself!

Petro Poroshenko scores a remarkable personal victory

Poroshenko’s absolutely vital goal was to make it into the 2nd round. Had he failed
to make it he would have had to immediately jump into an aircraft and leave the
country (because the most likely victor of the Presidential election would have been
Iulia Tymoshenko and we can be darn sure that she would immediately jail him and
most of his cronies). In order to make it into the 2nd round, Poroshenko did not have
to defeat Zelenskii, but only defeat Tymoshenko and that Poroshenko also succeeded
in doing. Oh sure - it was thanks to a huge, massive fraud all over the country
(especially in the easternmost and westernmost regions) and he beat her only by 2.5%
but that is more than enough.

Besides, it is practically impossible to falsify an election and compensate for, say, a
15%-20% difference. But to cheat and change a result by less than 5% is much more
doable. In fact, if we assume that a 5% fraud is well within the means of an outgoing
President and billionaire, then we can also see that we will never know who really
won. See here for an almost finished (99.68%) count for the top four contenders:
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While Zelenskii is untouchable and way ahead of everybody else, Poroshenko,
Tymoshenko and Boiko are all within less than 5% of each other.

Interesting, no?

Keep in mind that Boiko is the closest thing to a pro-Russian candidate and that
just a few years ago he was virtually unknown. See for yourself:

Ukraine (Presidential Election]

i
0

33
v oo,
Bs
- December 2018 =
5
EUROPE =
ELECES
20%
10% -
4%
- (| - - =
- —
Tymoshenko Zelensky Poroshenko Boyko  Hrytsenko Lyashko Mureev  Vakarchuk Shevchenko Sadovyi Vilkul  Koshulynsky
B [EPP] SN[*] BPPIEPP] OPI*] HPIALDE] RP[*] NI - UKROP [*]  sP[*] 08 [*] sk

2014 results vs 2018 poll

Look at the stats for 2014: Poroshenko had 55% of the vote, Tymoshenko 8% and
Boiko just about 0%. Please also notice that in the 2018 poll Tymoshenko is way

ahead of Poroshenko while Boiko is not far behind. As for Zelenskii, he scores just
like Poroshenko.
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[Sidebar: this is not today’s topic, but
Boykos score is rather amazing
considering that he was presented by
the entire Ukronazi propaganda

machine as “Putin’s agent” and that he
even had the audacity to travel to
Moscow to meet with Gazprom CEO
Miller and Prime Minister Medvedev.
Boiko not only won as many regions as
Poroshenko - 2 - but the eastern
Ukraine clearly voted for him, which
tells us all we need to know about
where the true sympathies of the people of the Donbass really are. In fact, we
can be pretty sure that this outcome has been carefully noted in Donetsk and
Lugansk and that this only makes the position of the Novorussians vis-a-vis
Kiev even stronger. Finally, it should also be noted here that the outcome of
this first round of elections further confirms that the current Banderastan is
falling apart and that this is an artificial country with artificial borders and
no heritage (cultural, linguistic, religious or political) common to all the
people currently living under the Nazi occupation.]

Miller, Medvedev and Boiko

What we see here is a double effort by Poroshenko: on one hand he used his
immense personal wealth and his equally immense “administrative resource” to buy as
many votes as possible, while on the other hand he got the missing votes simply by
falsifying the election. In fact, I think that pretty much all the main candidates agree
that the election was stolen, except for the two who benefited from this.

[Sidebar: we will never know for sure how much of the votes were stolen but
Rostislav_Ishchenko, probably currently the best expert on the Ukraine,
estimates that no less than 20% of the votes were stolen, and of these no less
than 10% were stolen from Iulia Tymoshenko. Of course, this is just his best
guesstimate, and 20% sounds extremely high to me, but he is the expert with
deep connections on all levels in the Ukraine. What is certain - and

everybody agrees on that - is that the fraud was massive, way bigger than in
any previous Ukrainian election]
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Will the Zionists replace the Nazis next?

[<

‘victory speech” by the The Tablet
Magazine (“daily online magazine of Jewish news, ideas, and culture) which, amongst

First, I want to share with you this ecstatic

many other interesting things, heaps lavish praise on Poroshenko for being so
staunchly pious about the memory of the “Holocaust” and having Jewish aides:

Poroshenko will likely be remembered by the history books as the president
who was most attentive to the work of honoring Holocaust memory since
Ukraine gained its independence from Russia during the collapse of the
Soviet Union. The 75th anniversary of the Babi Yar massacre, held in 2016,
was an international event conducted by Poroshenko and his administration
with immense tact and generosity. Poroshenko has also been personally
comfortable with Jewish aides, including both of his chiefs of staff and the
country’s current prime minister, Volodymyr Groysman. Poroshenko will
likely be remembered by the history books as the president who was most
attentive to the work of honoring Holocaust memory since Ukraine gained
its independence from Russia during the collapse of the Soviet Union. The
75th anniversary of the Babi Yar massacre, held in 2016, was an
international event conducted by Poroshenko and his administration with
immense tact and generosity. Poroshenko has also been personally
comfortable with Jewish aides, including both of his chiefs of staff and the
country’s current prime minister, Volodymyr Groysman.

Amazing, no? Zionist praise for a Nazi junta leader? In fact, there is absolutely
nothing amazing about that at all, not any more amazing than the so-called
“Christians United For Israel“ I have always maintained that Zionism and National-

Socialism are two sides of the same coin, born from the same ugly womb (European
secular nationalism) and that all that separates them is a flipped hierarchical scale,
that’s all. Fundamentally, Nazis and Zionists are twin brothers, even if deep down they
hate (and often admire!) each other.

The Tablet article goes on to mention that while Tymoshenko is hiding her Jewish
roots, Zelenskii does not. In fact, Zelenskii is just a glorified puppet and everybody in
the Ukraine knows that his puppet-master is Igor Kolomoiskii who is waiting out the
final outcome of the Presidential election safely hidden in, you guessed it, Israel. This
is how the Tablet concludes:
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The transformation wrought in Ukraine by the Maidan revolution has been
an exhilarating roller coaster that has not bypassed Ukrainian Jewry, which
is now in the midst of an exciting period of cultural revival paralleling that
of the wider Ukrainian society, which is still just beginning to rediscover its
own past and imagine an independent future. Whether this post-Soviet
country will choose to elect an openly Jewish president, or a part-Jewish
president, or continue with its current philo-Semitic president, the future of
Ukraine’s Jews would appear to be brighter than anyone might reasonably

have imagined.

This really says it all, doesn't it?

So yes, if Zelenskii gets elected in
the 2nd round, this will be a huge
victory for the transnational “Grand
the
can

otherwise known as
But
Zelenskii really get elected and will

Israel”

AngloZionist Empire.

the Nazis accept defeat?

Comparing Poroshenko and
Zelenskii

-
A Jewish law student turned stand-up comedian
as President of the Ukraine next?

Where Poroshenko was the ultimate apparatchik Zelenskii is the ultimate outsider

and just as the people of the USA did not vote “for” Trump as much as they voted

“against” Hillary, so the people of the Ukraine did not really vote “for” Zelenskii, but

“against” Poroshenko. In fact, Zelenskii
does not have anything resembling a
political program (only vague and nice
sounding slogans) and he most certainly
has no other political record other than
being a standup comedian and actors in
several (pretty good) satirical series.
Frankly, it appears that Zelenskii was as
stunned by his victory as Trump was by
his.  Still,
impossible for Poroshenko to win this

in theory, it is almost

one. Not only do all the other candidates

i

)
CAOBO i Ai/0

This time her basic instinct let her down
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hate Poroshenko way more than they would dislike Zelenskii, voters for Tymoshenko
or Boiko are far more likely to vote for Zelenskii than for Poroshenko.

This creates an extremely dangerous situation: Poroshenko can only win by a
massive fraud.

Now Tymoshenko did declare that the first round was stolen, but she decided not
to appeal this officially. Furthermore, it is now apparent that Tymoshenko was ditched
by most of her US supporters, something which she clearly did not expect and which
came as a total shock to her, hence her stunned reaction to the announced figures. She
has always been, and still is, a remarkably intelligent lady and a very calculating realist:
she simply knows that an official rejection of the outcome from her would make no
difference. But you can be sure that behind the scenes the interests Tymoshenko
represents are now talking to the people of Kolomoiskii and that Poroshenko is fully
aware of that.

In spite of being the most universally hated politician in the Ukraine, Poroshenko
managed, in extremis, not only to get into the 2nd round but he also managed to be
opposed by a weak and generally ridiculous opponent like Zelenskii whom he would
crush in a debate (which Zelenskii will probably refuse precisely for this reason) rather
than against a formidable opponent by any measure like Tymoshenko. So that part of
the plan worked. What did not work is that the Nazis clearly under-estimated how
hated they have become.

Conclusion: a very interesting and very dangerous situation

Poroshenko is now truly cornered: he absolutely must win, or he must run. In
order to win, his options are very limited: he can do more of the same (buy and/or
steal votes), of course, but that is unlikely to be sufficient. But a massive crisis of some
kind, preferably against Russia (of course!) would come in really handy right now. I
hope that the Kremlin has placed everybody on high alert as the danger of a
provocation (especially a false flag) are higher than ever before.

Another very real possibility in case of a Zelenskii victory is an violent insurrection
by the Ukronazi death-squads (known as “dobrobats” in Ukrainian). Such an armed
insurrection could have the support of key units and individuals in the police and
security forces. Should that happen, it is very possible that Moscow would officially
refuse to deal with the new junta and declare that Russia recognizes the Lugansk and
Donetsk people’s republics which, paradoxically, could be a great deal for the
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Ukronazis as this would trigger a crisis serious enough to justify martial law and any
imaginable crackdown in civil and human rights.

Alternatively, if Poroshenko comes up with some kind of pretext to either cancel
the 2nd round or with some trick to prevent Zelenskii from participating, then there is
a very real risk that the 80%+ of people who voted against Poroshenko and who hate
the current regime with all their heart will protest, possibly violently. We can be sure
that the repression will be ruthless and violent.

For all these reasons the situation right now is the most dangerous one since the
Euromaidan.

The key issue here is what will the AngloZionist Empire decide? The problem here
is that it has been years since the USA has had anything even vaguely resembling a
“US foreign policy” Under Obama and, even more so under Mr MAGA, the State
Department has become just a public information agency whose sole role is to deliver
either sanctions, or threats, or both. This is absolutely crucial so I will repeat it:

==>>There is no such thing as a “US foreign policy”’<<==

What we do see is key agencies, actors, individuals all having their own “mini
foreign policies” which sometimes brings about goofy results (like when the CIA and
the Pentagon support different sides in a conflict). In fact, the two main branches of
Ukrainian politics - Nazis and Zionists - are both richly represented in the US
government and various entities support different candidates and different agendas.
The same is also true for the EU, but since the EU is almost irrelevant (Victoria
Nuland was quite right about that), this does not matter.

It would be an exaggeration to say that the US lost control of the Ukraine, but
Trump clearly cares very little about the Ukronazis and as for Trump’s puppet masters,
they don't seem to be able to agree on a single policy towards this issue. Hence we see
in the Ukraine what we see everywhere in Trump’s pretend foreign policy: absolute,
total chaos.

What about Russia in all this?

Right now the big debate in Russia is “to recognize the outcome of this election or
not?”. Both sides have very strong arguments and the Kremlin keeps making very
vague statements clearly waiting for the outcome of the 2nd round of the election.
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This is a very tricky question made even more complex by a growing realization
amongst many observers that recognizing the Poroshenko regime the first time
around was a big mistake. Personally, it seems to me that at this point in time all the
Kremlin can do is wait and see what will take place. After all, Poroshenko is truly
cornered and there is a high likelihood that he will do something dramatic to avoid a
2nd round of voting. Consider this:

The infamous Minister of the Interior, Arsen Avakov, arguably currently the most
powerful and dangerous man in the Ukraine, has made a most interesting statement

about Zelenskii:

‘A decent man from another world. From another plane. Ready to deal with
problems, but at the same time recognizing that in many issues he is not
fully competent. In my understanding, this means that he is ready to delegate
authority. However, the question arises: can we — Ukrainian society - offer
the quality of the elite, which can be entrusted with the implementation of
such powers? After all, if he delegates authority to scoundrels — as it happens
in some series of “Servants of the people” - it will be very bad for the
country. Using expats is also not an option...”(...) “He knows for sure that
from point A it is necessary to come to point B, and I am ready to agree with
it. But the problem is how to go this way. Often, if you go head-on, you will
crash into a wall or break. Therefore, it is necessary to choose the right path
- and here should work competent and honest specialists”

In plain English this simply means: Zelenskii has no personal power base, he will
be a puppet, so he better offer me a good deal (“delegate authority), or I will turn
against him and, how knows, an unpredictable accident (“you will crash into a wall or
break®) can easily happen. Shocking? Welcome to “Ukrainian thug politics” Besides,
if the Nazis decide to kill Zelenskii they can easily blame it on Russia. Either that, or
on a “lone, deranged, gunman” which they can find in the thousands amongst the
various Nazi death-squads.

Right now the Nazis are in a total panic, they are declaring that Zelenskii’s victory is
“Moscow’s triumph’, they say that Zelenskii will sell out everything Ukrainian and
that he is a Putin agent. At the very least, they will now dig up as much dirt on
Zelenskii as possible (whether real or manufactured). Thus literally anything can
happen in the next couple of weeks, ranging from some kind of scandal in Zelenskii’s
past to a Ukronazi attack on the Donbass.
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This is why the Kremlin must now wait
and see what happens next.

However, since in practical and
political terms the difference between
Poroshenko and Zelenskii is roughly the
difference between Coca-Cola and Pepi-
Cola, the Kremlin knows that no matter

who actually wins, the russophobic The kind of “Ukraine” the Empire approves
policies of the current Ukronazi regime | of: obedient entertainers and jesters for the
will not change. Furthermore, there is a “indispensable nation”

increasingly vocal segment of the Russian
public opinion which is totally fed-up and disgusted with the Ukronazis and which
now demands a much tougher stance towards the Ukraine.

In truth, there is a broader unfavorable context which makes a redefinition of
Russia’s policies towards her neighbors both urgently needed and very delicate: two
key Russian allies (or “assumed allies”?) like Belarus and Kazakhstan are acting in very
ambiguous and sometimes even anti-Russian manner and there is clearly a renewed
effort of the Empire to break these two countries out of the Russian sphere of influence
and subordinated them to AngloZionist interests. Right now the Kremlin is trying to
appease Lukashenko by giving him even more money ($600 million) and I am not so
sure that this is the right approach. As for Kazakhstan, so far the Russians are
pretending that all is well and dandy in spite of the fact that an increasing number of
ethnic Russians are, again, leaving the country and seeking refuge in Russia. Frankly,
there is only that much one can get with carrots, and holding a visible stick might be
more helpful in this case, especially considering that the Empire has many more
“carrots” (money) to offer than Russia.

If insanity is doing the same thing expecting different results, it is time for the
Russians to come up with new policies towards their most important neighbors. If
not, then “more of the same, only worse” is all Russia will get.
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As for the Empire, it does what it always does

Finally, I want to conclude here by
focusing on the absolutely despicable,
revolting and totally hypocritical self-
induced blindness of the West about this
election. If all this had happened in Russia
(or Venezuela, or Iran) the entire united
West would be up in arms denouncing the
‘stolen election’ and threatening fire and

brimstone if the Russians did not

Western values in action

immediately fall on their knees and kiss the
Emperor’s ring (I wonder what kind of ring,
if any, Trump has) or something to that effect. But since the toxic regime of Ukronazis
cum Zionists in Kiev is “our son of a bitch’, the leaders of the Empire are acting like the
three monkeys: see nothing, hear nothing and, above all, say nothing.

Truly, the AngloZionist Empire must be the most hypocritical and dishonest in
world history. Think ofit:

Pretty much all the candidates have declared that this election was stolen. As did
all the Ukrainian media not controlled by Poroshenko. Not only that, but millions
(some estimates are as high as 10 million) of Ukrainians (mostly, but not only, aboard)
were prevented from voting. Thousands of complaints were officially lodged. But no,
the global West did not notice. As for the US, it declared this election free and fair
(now there is a surprise!).

At the very least, the Empire could have made a (very credible) “Guaido” out of
Tymoshenko (who clearly should have been either first or second), but she was
ditched, probably as way too smart and too potentially independent minded: the
Empire likes its puppet to be stupid, or drunk, or both (think Eltsin or Poroshenko
here). Having to chose between two non-entities like Zelenskiii or Poroshenko is
much preferable for the Neocons than to have to deal with a smart women like
Tymoshenko and, thus, no amount of russophobia on her part will be sufficient to
reassure the World Hegemon that she is worth preserving.

The Saker
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UPDATE: as usual, the Ukie politics does stuff which is almost impossible to
imagine. This time around, Zelenskii accepted to debate Poroshenko but on 2
conditions: they would both take a blood/urine test to check for psychotropic
substances (not sure about alcohol) and the debate would take place... ... in a
stadium with 70’000 people! Poroshenko accepted and both candidates were seen on
local TV giving their blood for testing (no, I am not joking!). This is going to be
amazing! 35’000 pro-Nazis plus another 35°000 pro-Zionists in one stadium, these
two clowns (Poroshenko is even more a clown than Zelenskii, except that he is not
funny at all) will be debating each other on live TV in the middle. Your guess is as
good as mine as to whether this will ever happen, but it if does, it will be truly a
moment to behold :-)

Page 130 of 645



Will the Trump administration go to war next?
April 10,2019

Ever since Mr. MAGA made it to the White House, I have been awed by the level of
sheer stupidity and, frankly, the immorality of this administration. Obama was almost
as incompetent and evil, but Trump truly brought about a qualitative change in what
we could loosely refer to as the “average White House IQ.” The best thing I can
honestly say about Trump is that stupid can be good. Alas, it can also be extremely

dangerous, and that is what is happening now. Just check out these recent headlines:

e Trump signs declaration recognizing Israel's sovereignty over disputed

Golan Heights
e  Moscow believes Western sabotage caused Venezuelan blackout

» Explosions in Venezuela confirmed as a terrorist sabotage

e US designates Irans Revolutionary Guards as terrorist organization -
Trump
* Pompeo to Turkey: Military Action in Syria Will Have ‘Devastating’

Consequences

I have to admit that this last one is my favorite, really! How cool is that? The US
threatens a NATO member state with war (that is what “devastating/serious
consequences” means in diplotalk).

Pompeo (surely one of the most evil and delusional idiots in the Trump
Administration) was probably trying to emulate the role-model of this entire
Administration, Bibi Netanyahu, who once even threatened *New Zealand* with war

(well, kinda, I know, they did not really mean “real” war, but they did use war
language, which, for a politician, is irresponsible at best).

This would all be very funny if not for the fact that it is pretty obvious that the USA
is already engaged in a covert military/terrorist campaign against Venezuela and that
the fact that the Maduro government has successfully foiled the “Guaidé revolution”
(at least so far) only further enrages the likes of Pompeo. Besides, the fact that the US
military does not appear to have the stomach for a ground invasion does not at all
mean that they cannot trigger a Kosovo or Libya type of bombing and missile
campaign against Venezuela.
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Will the covert war against Venezuela soon turn into an overt one?

Those who now claim that three Russian S-300 air defense battalions (equipped
with the export version of the S-300VM - the “Antey-2500”) or even thousands of
Russian-made MANPADS can stop the USA simply don't understand warfare in
general and air-defense operations specifically. What these folks do is to take a few
figures about, in this case, the theoretical capabilities of the Venezuelan S-300s and
then compute how many aircraft/missiles these systems could shoot down. That is not
how air defenses work.

[Sidebar: I won't write a detailed explanation about this topic here. My
friend Andrei Martyanov can do that much better than I, but I will just say
that to be truly effective, any air defense system has to be 1) multi-level and
2) integrated. Furthermore, such pseudo-analyses as mentioned above
always overlooks the importance of all other factors besides the number and
characteristics of the missiles themselves. But in reality, electronic warfare,
network integration, signal processing, combat management systems, etc.
play an absolutely crucial role in air defenses. Even deceptive measures
(such as inflatable “tanks” or wooden “aircraft”) can play a central role in the
outcome (as it did in Kosovo and Iraq). The same goes for offensive air
operations, of course. Thus no evaluation of a possible US air attack on
Venezuela can be made without analyzing US capabilities, training,
procedures, etc. The truth is that what military experts call “bean counting”
is what only pretend-experts engage in. From a military point of view this is
entirely useless and futile]

The sad truth is that absent a multi-level integrated air defense system like Russia
has, air defense operations typically turn into a simple numbers game: X number of
defensive missiles vs. Y number of attackers. Keep in mind that effective EW
(especially SEAD) will *dramatically* reduce the effectiveness of any air defenses. The
same applies to whatever number of Su-30 or even Su-35s Russia might deliver to
Venezuela.

Now, look at a map and see for yourself: Venezuela is literally in the USA’s backyard
(at least in military terms), and the US can bring HUGE numbers of whatever it wants
(missiles, bombs, SEAD aircraft, etc.) to the fight. Not only that, but the Venezuelans
lack any real counter-attack options, which means that Uncle Shmuel can fire off as
many missiles as he wants for weeks and months without ever having to worry about a
counter-strike.
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It is only political factors protecting Venezuela from an overt US attack, not
military factors. The latter are not irrelevant, of course, and I discussed them here. In
military terms, Venezuela is a sitting duck which might be able to deter a ground
operation, but which can do nothing against US standoff striking capabilities, at least
not against a determined US effort. Against a pretend-strike, like what the Israelis and
the USA did in Syria, the Venezuelans could probably meaningfully degrade the
number of US bombs/missiles reaching their targets. But that is all they can
reasonably hope for.

What about Syria?

Well, the AngloZionists sure lost the first phase of this war, but they remain
unwilling to come to terms with that fact. So now they have defined-down their
objectives from “a new Middle-East” or the “animal Assad must go” to “we will never
allow peace to break out in Syria.” Not much of a strategy, but that’s is good enough for
the Israelis, and that’s all that really matters to Trump or his masters. I don't want to
cover Syria in detail right now, but the simple fact that Pompeo is issuing threats
against Turkey really says it all. The Turkish reaction was quite predictable: Turkish
Vice President Fuat Oktay declared that “The United States must choose. Does it want
to remain Turkey’s ally or risk our friendship by joining forces with terrorists to
undermine its NATO ally’s defense against its enemies?”

Feel the love?!

Yes, these are only words, and Turkey remains under NATO/CENTCOM
occupation (CENTCOM, which the Iranians have — quite logically- just declared a

terrorist organization!). Still, between the S-400 vs. F-35, the Kurdish issue, the CIA
continuous support for Fethullah Giilen or the fact that the (US-controlled) EU never
accepted Turkey, all create a potentially explosive background which even a small
spark could ignite.

It is equally clear that both the US and Israel will continue to conduct airstrikes,
assassinations, support for Takfiri terrorist groups, etc., in Syria for the foreseeable
future. Trump’s famous withdrawal from Syria will end up like all his promises: tossed
down the memory hole. As for the Israelis, it is absolutely vital (for psychological and
ideological reasons) for them to continue to subvert not only Syria but the entire
Middle-East. Furthermore, we should *never* forget the Israeli end-goal: to use the
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USA to destroy any country daring to resist Israeli aggression. On top of that list, there
is, of course, Iran.

Simply put: there will be no peace in the Middle-East as long as Palestine is
occupied by a gang of racist thugs whose contempt for international law or even basic
norms of civilized behavior is as total as their total reliance on deception and violence
to subjugate the region and, eventually, our entire planet. Of course, Russia and China
will help, as will Iran, but that is unlikely to be enough to achieve a lasting peace (if
anything, the latest Israeli statements about annexing even more of Palestine are an
indicator of more bad things to come).

The truth is that while the Empire does not have the power to break the will of the
Syrian people, it has plenty enough strength left to prevent peace from breaking out in
Syria.

Or Iran?

Who knows? It is possible to predict the actions of a rational actor. “Rational”
implies a minimal degree of intelligence and sanity. The problem is that we cannot be
sure about the intelligence of the folks currently remaining on duty at the Pentagon
while we can be absolutely sure that the Israelis are completely insane and delusional
(as racists always are). So far, the Israelis have failed to get the US to attack Iran.
Clearly, there were some intelligent and sane people at the Pentagon (in the tradition
of Admiral Fallon) but how sure can we be that by now they have not all been purged

(or corrupted) by the Neocon regime?

[Sidebar: when I speak of the stupidity of the US leaders, I don’t mean that
as an insult. I mean that in a diagnostic sense: these folks are simply not
very bright. Check out Dmitry Orlovs excellent “Is the USS Ship of Fools
Taking on Water?” for a very good discussion of the increasingly important
role stupidity is playing in the actions of the Empire. And Orlov is not the
only one thinking this. By now most Russians are pretty convinced that
stupidity and gross incompetence is what best characterizes US decision-
making. If it wasn’t for the very real risks of war, the Russians would spend
their time laughing at the cluelessness of the “indispensable nations”
leaders...]

When I look at the fact that, at least so far, the US has not dared overt military
aggression against Venezuela, I cannot imagine anybody at the Pentagon or
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CENTCOM having the stomach for a war against Iran. But, again, I am assuming
intelligence and sanity, which applies neither to Mr. MAGA nor to the Israelis.

The DPRK? The Ukraine? Libya? Country X?

In strategic analysis, one should never say never, but I submit that the chances of a
full-scale US military attack on the DPRK, in the Ukraine, in Libya or against Country
X (replace X with whatever country you like) are slim. Frankly, that train has already
left the station. Of course, “Country X” is vague enough to remain a possibility at least
in theory (maybe some new tiny “Grenada” can be identified to, in Michael Ledeen’s

immortal words “throw it against the wall, just to show the world we mean business”

(after all, that is what this great American hero — Reagan - did after the US had to run
from Lebanon), but unless the Trump Administration reaches a new level of
incompetence, arrogance, and insanity, I don’t see where Uncle Shmuel might decide

to “restore democracy” next.

—_— L, “"’l’ - ‘-.‘.:H‘;ﬁ“lt\\ n.‘
Any guess as to where these “indispensable” folks will restore democracy next?

Conclusion: Venezuela still in the cross-hairs or already under attack?

When dealing with a terminally dysfunctional administration like the Trump
Administration (just look at how often people get sacked or resign from it! Check
here for the latest case), we have to assume that it is capable of the worst, most
illogical, and even catastrophically self-defeating actions. An overt attack on
Venezuela would undoubtedly fall into this category. We, therefore, need to set aside
all the many statements made by various US officials (whether threatening or
appeasing) and look at what the US is actually already doing. When we do that, we see
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that the US is already engaged in warfare against Venezuela, even if this warfare is
mostly covert. Furthermore, this covert warfare has failed, at least so far. However,
and even more worrisome, the US has paid very little, if any, political price for its
completely illegal aggression against Venezuela. So the real question is not whether the
US will decide to launch a full-scale overt military aggression against Venezuela but
whether there are any factors which would inhibit the US from crossing the
deniability threshold?

I can think of at least one such factor: the inevitable blow-back against any
“Yankee” military intervention in the Latin American public opinion and the
subsequent and potentially severe consequences for US puppets (a la Bolsonaro for
example) and various comprador regimes (in Colombia for example) on the
continent. Other than that, my biggest hope is that the debacle in Iraq, Afghanistan
and elsewhere will be sufficient to persuade US officials that one more military disaster
would not yield any benefits to their interests.

The clock is running and the Neocon gang in the White House has to decide either
way - blame it all on somebody else (the Venezuelan people, the Russians, the
Chinese, Hezbollah, Iran, Martian extraterrestrials, etc.) and leave or try an overt
military intervention and hope that things go better than they always do.

What do you think? Will the Trump Administration go to war and, if yes,
where?

The Saker

PS: quick Ukrainian update: neither Poroshenko nor Zelenskii have anything
resembling a real program (albeit Zelenskii just released a 10-point “plan” which is
simply silly, no point in discussing it now). Since both of them will be US puppets,
this is not a big problem: the course of the Ukraine will not change as a result of this
election anyway. Poroshenkos campaign in weak, he is trying to cater to the Russian
speaking population (he even goes as far as sometimes speaking in Russian, which is
technically illegal for him!), but that is way too late by now: everybody hates him and
the regime he represents. Zelenskii, in contrast, has a very dynamic and effective
campaign — mostly videos - in which he says stuff which Poroshenko could never say.
Most observers, including myself, think that since the 2nd round of voting is a
competition of anti-ratings (negative perception) Zelenskii will win. Time is running
out for Poroshenko, he better come up with something dramatic, or he needs to run.
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As for Yulia Vladimirovna, she clearly is in discussions with the Zelenskii people to
see if they can form a political coalition in the Rada. I believe that these negotiations
will be kept secret until the 2nd tour, at which point a “coalition of Zelenskii
supporting factions” will be created in the Rada.
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The Saker interviews Dmitry Orlov
April 16, 2019

“I think that the American empire is very much over already, but it hasn’t
been put to any sort of serious stress test yet, and so nobody realizes that this is
the case”

If T had to characterize the current international situation using only one word, the
word “chaos” would be a pretty decent choice (albeit not the only one). Chaos in the
Ukraine, chaos in Venezuela, chaos everywhere the Empire is involved in any capacity
and, of course, chaos inside the USA. But you wouldn’t know that listening to the
talking heads and other “experts” who serve roughly the same function for the Empire
as the orchestra did on the Titanic: to distract from the developing disaster(s) for a
long as possible.

I decided to turn to the undisputed expert on social and political collapse, Dmitry
Orlov whom I have always admired for his very logical, non-ideological, comparative
analyses of the collapse of the USSR and the USA. The fact that his detractors have to
resort to crude and, frankly, stupid ad hominems further convinces me that Dmitry’s
views need to be widely shared. Dmitry very kindly agreed to reply to my questions in
some detail, for which I am most grateful. I hope that you will find this interview as
interesting as I did.

The Saker

The Saker: How would you assess the current situation in the Ukraine in terms of
social, economic and political collapse?

Dmitry Orlov: The Ukraine has never been viable as an independent, sovereign
state and so its ongoing disintegration is to be expected. The applicability of the
concept of collapse is predicated on the existence of an intact, stand-alone entity
capable of collapse, and with the Ukraine this is definitely not the case. Never in its
history has it been able to stand alone as a stable, self-sufficient, sovereign entity. As
soon as it gained independence, it just fell over. Just as the Baltics (Estonia, Latvia,
Lithuania), it had reached its peak of economic and social development just as the
USSR was about to collapse, and it has been degenerating and losing population ever
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since. Thus, the right model for discussing it is not one of sudden collapse but of
steady degeneration and decay.

The Ukraine’s territory was stuck together by the Bolsheviks—first by Lenin, then
by Stalin, then by Khrushchev. It was Lenin who lumped in its eastern regions
(Donetsk and Lugansk specifically) who previously were part of Russia proper. Stalin
then added eastern lands, which were at various times Polish, Austro-Hungarian or
Romanian. Finally, Khrushchev tossed in Russian Crimea in a move that was
unconstitutional at the time, since no public referendum had been held in Crimea to
decide this question as was required by the Soviet constitution.

Prior to this Bolshevik effort, “Ukraina” was not used as a proper political or
geographic designation. The territory was considered part of Russia, distinguished
from the rest by a prefix “Malo-" (small) and called “Malorossiya. The word “ukraina”
is simply an archaic form of the Russian word “okraina” (outskirts, border land). This
is why the definite article “the” is required: the Ukraine is literally “the outskirts of
Russia.” The Soviets endowed this border land with a make-believe identity and forced
many of its inhabitants to officially deckare their ethnicity as “Ukrainian” in a
successful bid to gain an additional seat a the UN.

This political concoction was supposedly held together by a Ukrainian ethnic
identity, which is itself a concoction. The Ukrainian language is some combination of
southern Russian village dialects with a bit of Polish thrown in as flavoring. It has a lilt
to it that Russians find enchanting, making it well suited for folk songs. But it never
had much practical merit, and the working language of the Ukrainians was always
Russian. Even today Ukrainian nationalists switch to Russian if the subject matter is
demanding enough. Religiously, most of the population has been for many centuries
and still is Russian Orthodox.

In my conversations about the Ukraine with many Ukrainians over the years I
discovered a shocking truth: unlike the Russians, the Ukrainians seem to have exactly
zero ethnic solidarity. What binds them together is their commonality of historical
experience as part of the Russian Empire, then the USSR, but this historical legacy is
being actively erased. After the Soviet collapse and Ukrainian independence there
followed a campaign to de-Sovietize and de-Russianize the Ukraine, deprecating this
common historical legacy and replacing it with a synthetic Ukrainian identity based
on a falsified history that is alien to most of the population. This fake history lionizes
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Nazi collaborators and attempts to rub out entirely all memory of the Ukraine’s once
very active role in the larger Russian world.

Thus we have a mostly Russian-speaking, historically mostly Russian territory
where most of the people speak either Russian (some of them with an accent) or a sort
of Ukrainian patois called Surzhik, which is Ukrainian-sounding but with mostly
Russian words (the overlap between the two languages is so great that it is difficult to
draw the line between them). Supposedly proper Ukrainian is spoken in the west of
the country, which had never been part of the Russian Empire, but it’s a dialect that is
mostly unintelligible in the rest of the country.

In spite of this confused linguistic situation, Ukrainian was imposed as the
language of instruction throughout the country. Lack of textbooks in Ukrainian and
lack of teachers qualified to teach in Ukrainian caused the quality of public education
to plummet, giving rise to several generations of Ukrainians who don’t really know
Ukrainian, have had little formal instruction in Russian, and speak a sort of informal
half-language. More recently, laws have been passed that severely restrict the use of
Russian. For example, people who have never spoken a word of Ukrainian are now
forced to use it in order to shop or to obtain government services.

The artificial, synthetic Ukrainian identity is too thin to give the country a sense of
self or a sense of direction. It is a purely negative identity: Ukraine is that which is not
Russia. The resulting hole in public consciousness was plugged by making a cargo cult
of European integration: it was announced that the Ukraine was leaving the Russian
world behind and joining the European Union and NATO. Most recently the intent to
join the EU and NATO was written directly into the Ukrainian constitution. In the
meantime, it has become abundantly clear that neither EU nor NATO membership is
the least bit likely, or necessary: the EU got everything it wanted from the Ukraine by
forcing it to sign the Association Agreement while giving nothing of value in return;
and Ukrainian territory already serves as a playground for NATO training exercises.

Thus, with regard to social collapse, there really isn't much to discuss, because the
term “Ukrainian society” has very little basis in reality. If we drop the conceit that the
Ukraine is a country that can be viable if separated from Russia, what can we say
about its chances as part of a Greater Russia?

Here I have to digress to explain the difference between a proper empire and the
USSR. A proper empire functions as a wealth pump that sucks wealth out of its
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imperial possessions, be they overseas, as in the case of the British Empire, or part of
the periphery, as in the case of the Russian Empire. The latter inherited the traditions
of the Mongol Empire that predated it. The Mongol term “tamga” was often used to
indicate the annual tribute to be collected from newly conquered tribes as the Russian
Empire expanded east. (Many of these tribes were previously Mongol subjects who
understood the meaning of the term.)

Here is the key point: the USSR was not a normal empire at all. Instead of
functioning as a wealth pump that pumped wealth from the periphery to the imperial
center, it functioned as a revolutionary incubator, exploiting the resources of the core
(Russia) and exporting them to the periphery to build socialism, with the further goal
of fomenting global communist revolution. The various ethnic groups that were
grossly overrepresented among the Bolsheviks were all from the periphery—the
Jewish Pale, Byelorussia, the Ukraine, the Caucasus and the Baltics—and they thought
nothing of sacrificing Mother Russia on the altar of world revolution.

Their revolutionary zeal was hindered by its utter lack of practical merit. As this
came to be recognized, Leon Trotsky—the great exponent of world revolution—was
first exiled, then assassinated. Later, when it became clear that without appealing to
Russian patriotic sentiments the task of prevailing against Nazi Germany was unlikely
to succeed, Stalin brought back the Russian Orthodox Church and made other efforts
toward the restoration of Russian ethnic identity that were previously decried as
retrograde and chauvinistic. There were significant setbacks to this process as well: in
the 1940s a group of communist leaders from Leningrad attempted to promote
Russian interests through regional cooperation. They were purged and suffered
political repression in what became known as the “Leningrad affair”

Luckily, the idea of Russia as a disposable staging ground for world communist
revolution was never fully implemented. However, the tendency to exploit Russia for
the benefit of its Soviet periphery remained intact. The USSR’s most significant leaders
—Stalin, Khrushchev and Brezhnev—were not Russian; Stalin was a Georgian while
the latter two were Ukrainian. All the other Soviet republics had their own communist
party organizations that developed cadres to send to Moscow, while Russia itself
lacked such an organization. The inevitable result was that most of the other Soviet
republics were able to suck resources out of Russia, making them far more prosperous
than Russia itself.
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Thus, the image of the USSR as a typical empire is simply wrong. The right mental
image of the USSR is that of a prostrate, emaciated sow (Russia) being suckled by 14
fat, greedy piglets (the other Soviet Socialist Republics). For all his numerous failings,
Boris Yeltsin did one thing right: he dismantled the USSR (although the way he went
about it was beyond incompetent and verged on treason).

If you are in need of an explanation for why Russia is now resurgent, increasingly
prosperous and able to invest vast sums in hypersonic weapons systems and in
modernized infrastructure for its people, this is it: the 14 piglets had been sent oft to
root for themselves. This bit of perspective, by the way, puts paid to the rank idiocy of
Zbigniew Brzezinskis “Grand Chessboard™: his theory that Russia wants to be an
empire but cannot do so without the Ukraine shatters on contact with the realization
that Russia hasn’t been an empire for over a century now and has no need or desire to

become one again.

In any case, these days empires are a bit retro, you know, and not at all useful except
as a way for silly Americans to finish bankrupting themselves. Russia needs reliable
trading partners who can pay their own way, not ungrateful dependents clamoring for
handouts. Just bringing Crimea up to Russia’s contemporary standards after 30 years
of Ukrainian neglect has turned out to be a monumental task; as far as doing that for
the rest of the Ukraine—forget it!

So, armed with this perspective, what can we say about the Ukraine from the
contemporary Russian perspective?

First and foremost, it is a freak show, as attested by the content of Russian talk
shows on which Ukrainian experts appear as clownish, indestructible cartoon
characters: whenever their risible arguments on behalf of the Ukraine blow up in their
faces, for a moment they stand there charred and furious, then brush themselves oft
and appear in the next segment fresh as daisies. This freak show has certain didactic
merit: it helps the Russian body politic develop powerful antibodies against Western
hypocrisy, because it was Western meddling that has made contemporary Ukraine
into the horrible mess it is. But this was, in a sense, inevitable: deprived of the Soviet
teat, the Ukraine has been attempting to suckle up to the US and EU for 30 years now
and, failing that, has been carving up and roasting its own loins.

Second, the Ukraine is a rich source of immigrants, having lost around a third of its
population since independence. Much of its population qualifies as Russian:
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linguistically, culturally and religiously they are perfectly compatible with the Russian
population. Ukrainians are already the third most populous ethnic group within
Russia (after Russians and Tatars) and Russia has been able to absorb the Ukrainians
that have been fleeing to Russia in recent years. As the Ukraine’s population dwindles,
a natural sorting-out is taking place. Those who are most compatible with the Russian
world tend to move to Russia while the rest go to Poland and other EU countries.

Lastly, there is a significant amount of fatigue in Russia with the Ukrainian subject.
It is currently a major topic of discussion because of the farcical presidential elections
currently taking place there, but more and more one hears the question: “Must we
continue talking about this?” There just isn't anything positive to say about the
Ukraine, and people tend to just shake their heads and switch to another channel.
Thus, the final element of the Russian perspective on the Ukraine is that it’s painful to
look at and they would rather go look at something else.

However, this is not to be. For ample historical reasons, Russia remains the
Ukraine’s largest trade partner. Russian and Ukrainian economies were conceived of as
a unit, based on the same set of plans, standards and regulations. In spite of concerted
politically motivated efforts by Ukrainian leaders to sever these links, many of them
have stubbornly remained in place, for lack of alternatives. Meanwhile, the Ukraine
makes very little that the European Union or the rest of the world would want, and
very little of it complies with EU’s voluminous standards and regulations. Specifically,
the EU has no use at all for Ukrainian manufactured goods, and primarily sees the
Ukraine as a source of cheap raw materials and labor.

It is Russia that supplies the nuclear fuel for the Ukraine’s aging nuclear power
plants which provide well over half of all the electricity there, while Russian coal
(anthracite, specifically) supplies much of the rest. But, for political reasons, Ukrainian
officials are loath to admit the fact that the umbilical cord that connects the Ukraine to
Russia cannot be severed. For example, they do not buy Russian natural gas directly
but through intermediaries in the EU and at a mark-up (part of which they pocket).
On paper, the Ukraine imports gas from the EU; physically, the methane molecules
piped in from Russia never leave Ukrainian territory; they are simply diverted for local
use.

By the time the USSR collapsed, the Ukraine was its most highly developed and
possibly its richest part, and some people expected that, having thrown off the Soviet
yoke, its future would be too bright to look at without goggles. It had abundant natural
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resources (fertile land, coal) and an educated labor force. It manufactured numerous
high-tech products such as jet aircraft, marine diesels, helicopter engines, rocket
engines and much else that was the best in the world. Instead, what has occurred is
several decades of thievery, stagnation and decay. By now the Ukraine has lost most of
its industry and the Soviet-era infrastructure has decayed to the point where much of
it is worn out and on the verge of collapse. Industry has shut down and the specialists
it once employed have either retired or have gone off to work in Russia, in the EU or in
the US. (Some Ukrainian rocket scientists have apparently gone off to work in North
Korea, and this explains the DPRK’s recent stunning successes in rocketry as well as its
unlikely, exotic choice of rocket fuel: unsymmetrical dimethylhydrazine.)

The Saker: What about the Donbas republics? How would you compare the
situation in Novorussia with what is taking place in the Ukraine?

Dmitry Orlov: The term “Novorossiya” (New Russia) goes back several centuries,
to the time Catherine the Great expanded the Russian Empire to include Crimea and
other southern possessions. What Lenin reassigned to the Ukrainian Soviet Socialist
Republic were Russian lands, Donetsk and Lugansk regions among them.

There are several other Ukrainian regions that are almost entirely Russian—
Kharkov and Odessa specifically—but Donetsk and Lugansk are not Ukrainian in the
least. This is why, after the government overthrow of 2014, when it became clear that
the intentions of the Ukrainian nationalists who seized power in Kiev were to oppress
the Russian part of the population, these two regions decided to strike out on their
own. The Ukrainian nationalists reacted by launching a civil war, which started exactly
five years ago, and which they have lost. To save face, they have declared their defeat
the result of a “Russian invasion” but have been unable to present any evidence of it.
Had the Russians invaded, the result would have been a replay of Russia’s action in
Georgia in August of 2008, which lasted about a week.

The Ukrainians are continuing to lob missiles into the territories of Donetsk and
Lugansk, causing sporadic civilian casualties. Once in a while they stage minor
skirmishes, suffer casualties and pull back. But mostly their “Anti-Terrorist Operation,’
which is what they are calling this civil war, has turned into a propaganda initiative,
with the mythical “Russian invaders” invoked at every turn to explain their otherwise
inexplicable string of defeats.
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After some amount of effort by NATO instructors to train the Ukrainians, the
instructors gave up. The Ukrainians simply laughed in their faces because it was clear
to them that the instructors did not know how to fight at all. It was then decided that
the “road map” for Ukraines inclusion in NATO should be set aside because the
Ukrainians are just too crazy for sedate and sedentary NATO. The trainers were then
replaced with CIA types who simply collected intelligence on how to fight a high-
intensity ground war without air support—something that no NATO force would ever
consider doing. Under such conditions NATO forces would automatically retreat or,
failing that, surrender.

Meanwhile, the two eastern regions, which are highly developed economically and
have a lot of industry, have been integrating ever more closely into the Russian
economy. Their universities and institutes are now fully accredited within the Russian
system of higher education, their currency is the ruble, and although in terms of
international recognition they remain part of the Ukraine, it is very important to note
that the Ukraine does not treat them as such.

The Ukrainian government does not treat the citizens of Donetsk and Lugansk as
its citizens: it does not pay their pensions, it does not recognize their right to vote and
it does not provide them with passports. It lays claim to the territory of Donetsk and
Lugansk but not to the people who reside there. Now, genocide and ethnic cleansing
are generally frowned upon by the internati